
2020-21 Section 99h: Robotics Competition 
Grant Program Technical Assistance

November 18 & 20, 2020
3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Important:  
Please mute your phone. We will be monitoring the
chat tool in the webinar for questions. We will also open 
for questions at the end of the conference call.

Zoom Connection: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87870368059?pwd=L0lZOEt5eDM5OExOajRhZn

FuU0s2Zz09

Meeting ID: 878 7036 8059
Passcode: 03Fj5q

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome – Thank you – Excited for a sixth year of funding and for the expansion of robotics programming across the state. MI is a leader in this regard from K-12 College and industry.  Introduce myself, FIRST Robotics Staff, and RECF StaffWe will have time for program information at the end of the session and Q & A.  Please feel free to use the chat feature to ask questions as well.  We will response as we can or will hold until the end. Follow along in the RFP Instructions found at www.techplan.org/rdi  

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F87870368059%3Fpwd%3DL0lZOEt5eDM5OExOajRhZnFuU0s2Zz09&data=04%7C01%7CStoelA%40michigan.gov%7Cf452bf0dcb9148ca69f908d8856ef084%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637406058815981920%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2FhGKgxwn8vE2hNPFmYrMVga9VnY6lwqtRkBT8a%2FxqNQ%3D&reserved=0


Agenda/Objectives

Welcome/Introductions – 10 min.
Review Resources – 5 min.
Grant Requirements and 

Structure – 15 min.
Application Process – 20 min.
Programming Specifics – 30 min –

10 min/program
Question and Answer – 10 min. 

2



Resources
 Grant webpage: 

https://www.techplan.org/edtech-
initiatives/rdi/first-robotics/

 Request for Proposal (RFP) Instructions 

 Template Spending Plan  

 Student Roster  

 MEGS+ Step-by-Step Document 

 Links to robotics programming

 FIRST in Michigan Webpage: 
https://www.firstinmichigan.org/

 Robotics Education Competition Foundation 
Webpage:  
https://www.roboticseducation.org/

 Square One Webpage: 
https://www.squareonenetwork.org/
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https://www.techplan.org/edtech-initiatives/rdi/first-robotics/
https://www.firstinmichigan.org/
https://www.roboticseducation.org/
https://www.squareonenetwork.org/


Grant Purpose

 To support the State Board of 
Education's Mission and Michigan’s 
Top 10 Strategic Education Plan

 To support students in grades Pre-K 
- 12 through participation robotics 
competitions, such as: FIRST 
Robotics progression, RECF, and 
Square One.  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Goal two, strategy 2.6 and 2.7 by engaging students in well-rounded learning experiences in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM), language, business, culture, and creativity, as well as providing access to personalized learning technologies that support and enhance those learning experiences.  The FIRST Robotics Program supports goal three by providing coaches and mentors with opportunities to receive additional professional development and access to State Continuing Education Clock-Hours. The FIRST Robotics Program supports goal four by providing funding to districts with high-risk factors to ensure access to equitable resources.  Finally, the FIRST Robotics Program supports goal six by requiring the establishment of partnerships between teams and job providers, community colleges, and higher education to assure a prepared and quality future workforce. 

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-80635---,00.html


Eligible Applicants

 Local Education Agencies (LEAs)

 Public School Academies (PSAs)

 Intermediate School Districts (ISDs)

 Registered Nonpublic Schools* 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
If they meet the eligibility criteriaNonpublic School Participation – Separate funding – pending work project



Grant Requirements – Defined in 
Statute 

To be eligible for a grant, a district will 
demonstrate that it has: 

 Established a partnership for the 
purpose of the Robotics program with 
at least one sponsor, business entity, 
higher education institution, or 
technical school. 

 Submitted a spending plan. A template 
can be found at 
https://www.techplan.org/edtech-
initiatives/rdi/first-robotics/.  

 Agreed to pay at least 25 percent of 
the cost of the total grant award.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Spending plan and match will be detailed further in the presentation.  

https://www.techplan.org/edtech-initiatives/rdi/first-robotics/


Grant Requirements – Proposed 
by Staff:   
 Each Applicant: 

 Be registered 

 Have a current team number and 
coach

 Participate 

 Be willing to offer elective high school 
credits 

 Be willing to participate in the digital 
badging 

 Provide an electronic roster
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In support of legislative intent, all awards will be distributed to districts in a competitive and equitable manner that will maximize the number of teams that will be able to receive funding.  Preference will be given to applicants that support under-represented areas by prioritizing:

https://www.firstbadges.com/


Grant Criteria/Prioritization

 High economically disadvantaged populations 
(focus and priority based schools). 

 Schools that serve a high percentage of low 
income families (based on Free and Reduced 
Lunch count data). 

 First time teams participating in robotics 
programming starting with the high school 
program and working down to kindergarten.

 Districts that establish feeder teams (teams that 
generate student populations that will potentially 
move up to high school or middle school 
programs). 

 Districts in a broad geographical distribution.
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Grant Funding

***$4,400,000 for Public Schools*** 

***$300,000 for Non-Public Schools*** 

9



FIRST Grant Structure

 Coach’s Stipend Award

 Support Award (Event Registrations, 
Materials, Travel Costs, Other)

 Advancement Award
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Coaching Stipend Award
 A Coaching Stipend is for salary only

 Up to $1,500 per program, per building
 Example 1 - Two teams in the same building.  One that 

participates in VEX Robotics and one that competes in the 
Square One Mini-IVD Challenge, same coach for both teams.  Two 
awards will be issued. 

 Example 2 – Two teams in the same building, both participate in 
FTC, same coach.  One award will be issued. 

 Example 3 – Three teams, one in elementary, one in middle 
school, one in high school – all are FIRST Programs, same coach 
for all three teams.  Three awards will be issued. 

 Example 4 – Two teams in the same building.  One VEX and one 
FIRST, each team has one coach and two mentors. Two awards 
will be issued, and the district has the autonomy of dividing the 
award among the coach and mentors.  

 District is required to match 25% of each 
Coach’s Stipend award

***MDE Stipend Award + 25% Match = Total Stipend Amount *** 
FRC Example: $1,500 stipend + $375 match = $1,875 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Match is a legislative grant requirement.  Examples are:  FICA, social security, other benefits or direct pay to the coach.  



Support Awards
Can be used to pay for FIRST registration, FIRST events, 
materials, travel costs, and other expenses associated 
with the FIRST team (promotional items, etc.)
● $9,000 - Rookie High School FIRST Robotics Teams 
● $8,000 - 2nd year High School FIRST Robotics Teams 
● $7,000 - 3rd year High School FIRST Robotics Teams 
● $6,000 - 4th year High School FIRST Robotics Teams
● $5,000  - 5th year and Beyond High School FIRST Robotics Teams
● $4,000 – Rookie FIRST Tech Challenge Teams 
● $3,000 – Veteran FIRST Tech Challenge Teams
● $ 800 – Rookies FIRST LEGO League Teams 
● $0,500  – Veterans FIRST LEGO League Teams 
● $ 350 - Rookie FIRST LEGO League Jr. Teams
● $   200  - Veteran FIRST LEGO League Jr. Team
● $   400  - FIRST Lego League - Discover
● $4,000  – VEX Rookie Teams
● $3,000  – VEX Veteran Teams
● $00800 – VEX-IQ Rookie Teams
● $00500 – VEX IQ Veteran Teams
● $5,000 – VEX AI Rookie Team
● $00800 – RAD Rookie Teams
● $00400 – RAD Veteran Teams
● $5,000 – Square One Autonomous
● $6,500 – Square One Full Scale
● $5,000 – Square One Mini Racing
● $4,000 – Square One V2X
● $4,000 – Square One Underwater
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Advancement Awards*

Contingent upon funding**, teams that 
qualify and participate in State, Super-
Regional (FTC only), and World 
Competitions will automatically begin 
to receive their Advancement Grant 
awards beginning in the May 2020 State 
School Aid Payments.  FIRST in Michigan 
and RECF will supply a list to the MDE 
of all advancing teams.
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**Contingent upon funding, the MDE will provide an award of equal amount for 
reasonable expenses.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Qualifying does not include wait-list teams.  



Coach Stipend and Support Grants 
Award Payment Schedule

January 20 (4/11th of  full award amount)

Additional Award Dates (each payment totaling 1/11th of 
full award amount)

February 20

March 20

April 20

May 20

June 22

July 20

August 20
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Advancement Grants
Award Payment Schedule

May 20  (8/11th of  full award amount)
Additional Award Dates (each payment totaling 1/11th of 

full award amount)

June 22
July 20

August 20
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Key Dates*

 November 12, 2020 - Grant RFP is announced via eblast 
memo 

 November 12, 2020 - Application is live in MEGS+ 

 November 18 & 20, 2019 - Technical Assistance Webinar  

 December 11, 2020 - Applications due at 11:59pm in 
MEGS+ 

 December 14-16, 2020 - Grant applications reviews 

 January 4, 2021 - Grants Awards Announced

 January 20, 2021 - Awards made via SAMS 
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*All dates subject to change at the discretion of MDE.



Application Process
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Available in MEGS+
 1 application per district

 Application allows for multiple team 
submission

 Each team must have: 
Team and sponsor pages

District-wide cumulative FIRST 
Spending plan and Student Roster 
uploaded

Spending Plan and Student Rosters 
must be uploaded under 
attachments

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Next slides will include the MEGS+ Screen Shots for team page, sponsor page and Spending Plan



MEGS+ Application Demo

18

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://qa.mdoe.state.mi.us/MEGSPlus Authorized Official:Username:  OEII51Password:  OEIIuserpass (case sensitive) MDE Consultant:Username:  OEII6C1Password:  OEIIuserpass (case sensitive)Provide a demo of where/how to find out who your level five districts authorized official.  Ingham ISD (33000)Login Name: OEII51 (Level 5 Authorized Official)Login Password:  OEIIuserpass (case sensitive) Airport CS (58020)Login Name: OEII51 (Level 5 Authorized Official)Login Password:  OEIIuserpass (case sensitive) Holy Spirit School (410101741)Login Name: OEII51 (Level 5 Authorized Official)Login Password:  OEIIuserpass (case sensitive) MDE ConsultantLogin Name:  OEII6C1Password:  OEIIuserpass (case sensitive) https://qa.mdoe.state.mi.us/megsplus 



Assurance of Accuracy
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 Staff 

 Legislative

 Districts Level Five  



Robotics Programming

Mission
Programs 
Timeline

Cost
Contacts
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Questions?  

Contact:

 Amanda Stoel, stoela@michigan.gov

 Ashley Arras, arrasa@michigan.gov

 Gail Alpert, gail.alpert@gmail.com

 Mike Martus, 
mike_Martus@roboticseducation.org

 Barb Land, barb@squareonenetwork.org

 Jason Beatty, jason@squareonenetwork.org
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