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2016-17 Section 99h: FIRST Robotics Grant 
Technical Assistance

For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology

To join the audio portion:
Dial 1-888-808-6929

When Prompted, enter Access Code:  8105360

Important:  
Please mute your phone. We will be monitoring the
chat tool in the webinar for questions. We will also open 
for questions at the end of the conference call.
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Grant Purpose

 To support the State Board of 
Education's Mission and Top 10 in 10 
Years Goals and Strategies

 To support students in grades K-12 
through participation in FIRST 
Progression of programming.  
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Eligible Applicants

 Local Education Agencies (LEAs)

 Public School Academies (PSAs)

 Intermediate School Districts (ISDs)
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Grant Requirements

 Defined in Statute: 

 established a partnership for the purpose of the 
FIRST program with at least one sponsor, business 
entity, higher education institution, or technical 
school;  

 shall submit a spending plan;  

 shall pay at least 25% of the cost of the FIRST 
Robotics program; and   

 shall provide a local match from other private or 
local funds for the received under the subdivision 
for support awards equal to at least 50% of the costs 
of participating in an event.  

 Competitive Process
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Grant Requirements, cont. 

 Competitive Grant Prioritization: 

 High economically disadvantaged populations (focus and 
priority based schools).

 Schools that serve a high percentage of low income 
families (based on Free and Reduced Lunch count data).

 Rookie teams, as defined by FIRST, participating in the 
FIRST Robotics.

 Districts that establish feeder teams (teams that generate 
student populations that will potentially move up to high 
school or middle school programs).

 Districts in a broad geographical distribution.  
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Grant Requirements, cont. 
 Proposed by Staff: 

 Register their team with www.firstinspires.org. 

 Provide MDE with an electronic roster, which includes student 
Unique Identification Code (UIC). 

 Have a current FIRST Robotics program, team number, and coach 
in place. 

 Be willing to offer elective high school credits for students who 
have successfully logged 60 hours, provided the team attends a 
minimum of two FIRST in Michigan district competitions. 

 Be willing to participate in the digital badging program established 
by the statewide FIRST Robotics team of coaches. 

 Be willing to start a FIRST Team to build a full K-12 FIRST in 
Michigan progression within the school district. 

 FTC middle school teams must agree to participate in at least one 
FTC middle school qualifying event, and FRC high school teams 
must agree to participate in at least two FRC high school district 
events. To issue credit for participating on a FIRST Robotics team, 
a school district must assign a certified teacher as the teacher of 
record.  Because robotics is not a core subject, the teacher of 
record must be certified in the grade range, but not by a specific 
content area, i.e., science or mathematics.
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FIRST Funding

 $2.5 million appropriated in 
the FY 2016 State School Aid 
Act

 Estimated $52,000 in carry-
over from FY 2015

Work project – completion date 
September 2019
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Grant Structure

 Coach’s Stipend Award

 Support Award (Event Registrations, 
Materials, Travel Costs, Other)

 Advancement Award
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Coach’s Stipend Award
 $1,500 for a FIRST Coach’s salary only
 District is required to match 25% of 

each Coach’s Stipend award, which is 
$375 per stipend*

 Awards are limited

* If the coach is a district teacher, districts can use the $375 matching funds to pay for teacher 
FICA and social security. If the coach is not an employee and simply in receipt of the stipend, 
the district may pay out the grant ($1,500) plus the matching funds ($375) to award the coach a 
total of $1,875.
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Support Awards*
Can be used to pay for FIRST registration, FIRST 
events, materials, travel costs, and other expenses 
associated with the FIRST team (promotional items, 
etc.)

 Rookie High School FIRST Robotics Teams - $7,500
 2nd year High School FIRST Robotics Teams - $5,000 
 3rd year High School FIRST Robotics Teams - $2,000 
 4th year and beyond High School FIRST Robotics - $1,000 
 FIRST Tech Challenge Teams - $300
 FIRST Lego League Teams - $200
 JR. FIRST Lego League Teams - $100 
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*Districts must provide 50% match for Support Grants
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Advancement Awards*
Contingent upon funding**, teams that qualify
and participate in State, Super-Regional (FTC 
only), and World Competitions will 
automatically begin to receive their 
Advancement Grant awards beginning in the 
May 2017 State School Aid Payments.  FIRST in 
Michigan will supply a list to the MDE of all 
advancing teams.
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**Contingent upon funding, the MDE will provide an award of equal amount for 
reasonable expenses.  

*Districts must provide 25% match for Advancement Grants
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Coach Stipend and Support Grants 
Award Payment Schedule

December 20 (3/11th of  full award amount)

Additional Award Dates (each payment totaling 1/11th of 
full award amount)

January 20

February 20

March 20

April 20

May 20

June 22

July 20

August 20
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Advancement Grants
Award Payment Schedule

May 20  (8/11 th of  full award amount)

Additional Award Dates (each payment totaling 1/11th of 
full award amount)

June 22

July 20

August 20
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Application Process
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Available in MEGS+

 1 application per district

 Application allows for multiple team 
submission

 Each team must have: 

Team and sponsor pages

District-wide cumulative FIRST 
Spending plan uploaded
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Step 1: Log-in to MEGS+ and Click on Agencies

MEGS+2 Site:  https://mdoe.state.mi.us/MEGSPlus/

Only a MEGS+ Level 5 individual can submit an application.  If 
you have a MEGS account, you can log into MEGS+ to look up 
who your district Level 5 is.

Step 2: Click on Agency to find associated Level 5

2 Information on MEGS+ accounts here:  http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-5236_6049---,00.html
15
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Step 3: Click on Agency Contacts

A list of agency contacts will appear and you can find the Level 5s 
in the list
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MEGS+ - Team Page

17



9/21/2016

18

MEGS+ - Sponsor Page
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MEGS+ - Spending Plan Upload

19



9/21/2016

20

MEGS+ - Spending Plan Upload
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MEGS+ - Spending Plan Upload
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Staff Assurance of Accuracy
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 Full $1,500 coach’s stipend awarded to the district must be 
used solely to supplement FIRST Robotics team coach’s 
salary.

 Support awards must be used solely for FIRST team 
registration and other FIRST-related team expenses.

 Each FTC team on the application agrees to participate in a 
minimum of one FIRST in Michigan middle school FTC 
qualifying event and each FRC team on the application 
agrees to participate in two high school FRC qualifying 
district events in the 2016-17 school year. 

 If a middle school FTC team qualifies for State, Super-
Regional, or World competitions, the team will participate 
in the competition.  If a high school FRC team qualifies for 
State or World competitions, the team will participate in 
the competition.  

 By submitting FIRST Robotics Grant application in MEGS+, 
the district agrees that all information provided is true and 
accurate.  If it is found that information is incorrect, the 
MDE reserves the right to rescind funding awarded under 
Section 99h, FY 2016-17 State School Aid. 
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Key Dates*

 September 26 Release of MEGS+ Application

 November 7 MEGS+ Application Due Date

 November 9  Grant Application Reviews

 December 20 Awards Made via SAMS

 April 2016 2016-17 State Standardize 
Testing Window

 April 13-14 State Competition for FRC

 April 26-29 World Competition for FRC
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*All dates subject to change at the discretion of MDE.
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Section 99h Resources

 Webpage:  http://www.techplan.org/rdi

 RFP 

 Template Spending Plan   

 FAQ document – Coming Soon! 

 MEGS+ Step-by-Step Document – Coming Soon

 Questions?  Contact:

 Ann-Marie Mapes, mapesa@Michigan.gov,  

 (517) 335-2775

 Amanda Stoel, stoela@michigan.gov, 

 (517) 241-3629
24
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QUESTIONS?
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