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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan 2007
Lesson Title:  Voter’s Guide
Created by: Blythe Raikko
Lesson Abstract:  Students will increase their understanding of the election process by researching and writing about the various parties, candidates, and questions on the General Election ballot.  Students will collectively produce a guide to the entire General Election ballot that may be distributed beyond the classroom.
Subject Area:  Government, Current Events
Grade Level:  9-12

Unit Title:  Elections and the Media
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
BASIC OPERATIONS AND CONCEPTS 

9. Routinely apply touch-typing techniques with advanced accuracy, speed, and efficiency.


13. Proofread and edit a document using an application’s spelling and grammar checking functions.
SOCIAL, ETHICAL, AND HUMAN ISSUES


8.  Adhere to fair use and copyright guidelines.
TECHNOLOGY PRODUCTIVITY TOOLS


4.  Apply advanced software features such as an application’s built-in thesaurus, templates, and styles to improve the appearance of word processing documents, spreadsheets, and presentations.

TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH TOOLS

1.  Students compare, evaluate, and select appropriate internet search engines to locate information.
2.  Students formulate and use evaluation criteria for information located on the internet to present research findings.
2.  Students determine if online sources are authoritative, valid, reliable, relevant, and comprehensive.

3.  Students distinguish between fact, opinion, point of view, and inference.

4.  Students evaluate resources for stereotyping, prejudice, and misrepresentation.
6.  Students develop a plan to gather information using various research strategies.
TECHNOLOGY COMMUNICATIONS TOOLS

1.  Students use available technologies to communicate with others on a class assignment or project.
Michigan High School Content Expectations Connection: Not Applicable yet
Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:  7 days
Instructional resources:  Computers for every student; data projector for class discussion
Prior required technology skills:  Average typing skills, familiarity with PowerPoint and searching the Internet
Sequence of Activities:  

· Locate and make copies of the current ballot for the election in your area.

· Open the class by brainstorming a list of candidates and proposals that are up for a vote this November.  For an example see VotersGuideSample2006.  

· Inform students that they will become experts on select candidates and ballot proposals.  Our class of 30 experts will then assemble a voter’s guide that will be available for parents, teachers, students and community members to access and become more educated on the individuals and issues up for vote in this year’s election.

· Distribute the ballot and instruct students to select a partner (or choose to work alone).

· Instruct students to raise hand and choose a section of the ballot (candidate, party, office, or ballot question).  As students choose candidates to research, cross the names off the ballot to ensure that there are no duplicates and all parts of the ballot are covered.
· Visit the computer lab and begin research.  Good places to start may include:  www.google.com; www.michigandems.com; www.migop.com; www.migreens.org 
· If individual topics involves several students/groups, instruct students to meet at lunch to set a uniform guide.

· Students should keep an organized notebook of research. 

· (web research, phone log, notes, rough drafts, etc.)

· Then, produce a final guide in PowerPoint form that includes the candidate’s history/background, education, experience, stance on major issues, and plans when in office etc.

· (if multiple groups share a topic, make sure students meet the common guidelines)

· Turn in final guide electronically using Microsoft PowerPoint

· Editors will compile the voter’s guide and display it on teacher’s website.
· (Extra credit offered for this position)
· Hold a debriefing day where student-experts share what they researched and what they found to be most interesting.  
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment:  In-class brainstorming of the names and offices up for election this season.  Lead the students to the conclusion that more information is needed besides the names running and party affiliation in order to make an educated decision in the voting booth on Election Day.
· Scoring Criteria:  Participation points earned for participation in discussion.
· Post-Assessment:  Submit individual work electronically to the class voter’s guide.  Volunteer editors will consolidate the material and create a website that makes the students’ work available as a community resource. 
Scoring Criteria:  

Notebook of research

10 points possible

Number of sources (1pt per source-must be cited and incorporated.  Circumstances are different for students researching local candidates)











Number of sources



1 
3   
5




Quality of sources       


1
3
5

Completed guide


15 points possible


Candidates Education/Experience 
1
3
5


Goals while in office/what matters most
1
3
5


How they stand on issues of 

Importance to the people


1
3
5

Neatness/Presentation

5 points possible


Easy to read format/well put together
1
3
5

Grand Total





/30 points possible

Technology (hardware/software):  Microsoft PowerPoint, flash drive (not required)
Key Vocabulary (could include):  Candidate, Party Identification, Party Platform, Off-year elections, political efficacy, political socialization, gender gap, straight-ticket voting, split-ticket voting, absentee voting, coattail effect, precinct, polling place, secret ballot
Application Beyond School:  Could be used as an excellent resource for voters outside of the classroom to prepare for Election Day
UDL Connections (insert in sections where applicable):  Internet research and create a multi-media presentation that could include photos, text, audio/video clips.
Teacher Reflection and Notes:  Credit should also be given to Fred Cole, who helped develop this assignment.  I was very pleased with the way this assignment worked last year.  The debriefing day blew me away.  Students spoke articulately and it was evident that their research made them very comfortable speaking in depth about their chosen topic.  
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