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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan
Lesson Title:  What Makes an Influential American—Choosing a Topic for Your Biography Project

Created by: Andy Skewis/Sara Van Abel
Lesson Abstract: Discussion generated through a classroom blog.  Students will develop a list of the top 12 qualities they believe define an influential American. This list will serve as a guide as they students choose a topic for biography research.  In order to research a particular person, he or she must have 8 of the 12 qualities defined by the class. 

Subject Area:  ELA

Grade Level:  9-12
Unit Title: Biography Unit
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 

Students discuss emerging technology resources (e.g., podcasting, webcasting, compressed video delivery, online file sharing, graphing calculators, global positioning software).

Students understand that access to online learning increases educational and workplace opportunities

Students will be provided with the opportunity to learn in a virtual environment as a strategy to build 21st century learning skills.

Students identify legal and ethical issues related to use of information and communication technology.

Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection:

Standard 1.3 Communicate in speech, writing and multimedia using content, form, voice, and style appropriate to the audience and purpose. 


CE. 1.3.4 Develop and extend a thesis, argument, or exploration of a topic.

Standard 1.4 Develop and use the tools and practices of inquiry and research.


CE  1.4.4 Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various 
print sources and media


CE 1.4.7 Recognize the role of research, including student research, as a 
contribution to collective knowledge in selecting an appropriate method or 
genre through which research findings will be shared and evaluated.

Standard 2.1 Develop critical reading, listening and viewing strategies


CE 2.1.2 Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on 
informational print and multimedia features and explain how authors and 
speakers use them to infer the organization of text and enhance 
understanding, convey meaning and inspire or mislead audiences.


CE 2.1.7 Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual 
information by restating, paraphrasing, summarizing, etc. 


CD 2.1.10 Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia 
works to identify and respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, 
logical organization, fact and opinion and propaganda.

Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit: Two days
Instructional resources: 

· Classroom blog like http://edublogs.org/services/, www.think.com, or http://www.bloglines.com/
· Internet access for students, either in or out of school

· Background resources for discussion

· http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/200612/influentials
· http://www.factmonster.com/ipka/A0855207.html
· http://www.pbs.org/history/history_biographies.html
· http://www.biography.com/
Prior required technology skills:

Basic knowledge of blogging, posting comments and navigating the internet.
Sequence of Activities:

1.  Students access discussion topic via classroom blog.

2.  Students access information through internet resources to help develop responses to the discussion question.

3.  Students post responses on blog.

4.  Following the blog postings, teacher will lead class discussion to narrow down the criteria.  
5.  Students use the criteria generated by the class to evaluate and select topics for biography research.  Selections must have 8 of the 12 qualities developed by class.

Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment: Teacher Observation

· Scoring Criteria: n/a

· Post-Assessment: Choosing a topic that meets 8 of the 12 criteria.

· Scoring Criteria: n/a

Technology (hardware/software): 

Computers and internet access
Key Vocabulary:

blogging, influential, criteria, biography

Application Beyond School:

· Communicating through the use of a blog

· Networking and problem solving with peers

· Greater understanding of history through study of important individuals

Teacher Reflection and Notes:
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