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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan 2007
Lesson Title:  Limited and Unlimited Government
Created by: Pam Shoemaker, adapted from Jason Endacott’s Lesson, “What is the Best Way to Govern a Nation?, Digital Age: Technology-Based K-12 Lesson Plans for Social Studies, NCSS, 2007.
Lesson Abstract:  The focus question for this lesson is “What is the best way to govern a nation?”  Students are given on-line links to web resources that guide them through the definitions and some historical examples of government.  Using information gained from the teacher-selected websites, the students participate in a simulation and then an online discussion with the teacher and other students.  The students form an opinion on how a nation should be governed while using historical evidence to defend their position.  Students share their learning by creating a final project of their choice (persuasive paper, speech, multimedia presentation) using a rubric as a guide.
Subject Area:  Social Studies
Grade Level:  7
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
· 4.a.2:  Students use available technologies  (e.g., desktop conferencing, e-mail, groupware, instant-messaging) to communicate with others on a class assignment or project.
· 4.b.1:  Students use a variety of media and formats to design, develop, publish, and present products (e.g., presentations, newsletters, web sites) to communicate original ideas to multiple audiences.
· 6.a.1:  Students use a variety of technology resources (e.g., educational software, simulations, models) for problem solving and independent learning.

Michigan High School Content Expectations Connection:

Civics 1.2.1: Distinguish between limited and unlimited governments and give examples of each.
Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit: 4 class periods
Web-based Instructional resources:  
· ThinkQuest Ancient Egyptian Government http://library.thinkquest.org/3011/egypt3.htm?tqskip1=1 *UDL: recorded material available
· Greeks, Democracy, War and Decline         http://www.fsmitha.com/h1/ch09.htm 

· Encarta: Democracy http://encarta.msn.com/encnet/refpages/refarticle.aspx?refid=761575112 

· BBC: The Democratic Experiment  http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/greeks/greekdemocracy_03.shtml 

· Mesopotamia: The Sumerians       http://www.wsu.edu/~dee/MESO/SUMER.HTM 

· The Epoch Times: Dictatorship and Autocracy in Singapore  http://en.epochtimes.com/news/5-5-3/28402.html 

· The Mongol War Machine http://www.globaled.org/nyworld/materials/mongol/Howdid3.html 
Prior required technology skills:

· Students may need to be shown how to post and reply to comments on an on-line discussion board.
Sequence of Activities:

1. Pre-assessment:  Ten minute class discussion – “What does unlimited and limited government mean?”  

2. Research:  Define Limited & Unlimited Government and Exploration of Historical Examples – this should take one class period.  
· The resource links listed above have been added to a research track on Trackstar.  This will make it easy for students to explore the websites and keep them “on track.”  http://tinyurl.com/2lbl5e.  (Teachers can also add the links to a web page or content management system such as Moodle or Blackboard.) It is important to check the websites to be sure that the links are still working, as locations for websites frequently change.  Add others if desired. 
· Possible questions for students to think about when reviewing the websites include:

· Is this an example of limited or unlimited government? 
· Who held the power in this form of government? 
· What is an advantage of this form of government?

· What is a disadvantage of this form of government?  

· Students should take notes, as they will include evidence and historical examples in their final product.

3. Three-Part Simulation Experience:  – this should take one class period
Part I:  Planning a Class Field Trip Democratically (plan to spend 1/3 of class period on this part of the simulation)
· When planning a class field trip, many decisions need to be made such as where it will be, what type of food and beverage will be included, activities that will take place, etc.  Plan to spend about a third of the class period democratically planning the field trip.

· Solicit ideas and encourage students to speak up, vote and participate in every aspect of the decision.  The goal is to have the students experience the benefits and drawbacks of democratic decision-making so they can record them during the debriefing.  These benefits and drawbacks will become even more evident during the autocratic phase when the students lose all of their voting rights.

Part II:  Pizza My Way – Autocratically (plan to spend the second 1/3 of class period on this part of the simulation)

· Ordering pizza for a class party requires many decisions as well.  Where will it be purchased from?  What type of crust will it have?  What about toppings?  How many pieces will each person get?  

· BEFORE the day of the simulation, the teacher should pull aside a student who would make a good candidate for “class dictator.”  During the pizza party scenario, this student will serve as totalitarian leader of the class.  He or she may entertain suggestions or request input from his or her classmates, but in the end all decisions should be his/hers alone to make.  Make it clear to the class dictator that in an unlimited form of government, they are above the law.  Encourage the student to be creative with his/her powers.

Part III:  Debriefing – (plan to spend the last 1/3 of class period for this)

· As a class, create a list of advantages and disadvantages of limited and unlimited government in a chart.  See example below.

	Democracy – Limited Government
	Autocracy – Unlimited Government

	Advantages:

1. Happier citizens

2. Increased fairness

3. Power comes from the people

4. Easier to get rid of bad leaders
	Advantages:

1. Faster decision making

2. Faster change

	Disadvantages:

1. Takes time to make decisions

2. Change is slow

3. Hard to make everybody happy

4. Possibility for fraud
	Disadvantages:

1. Easy to corrupt

2. Citizens have no voice

3. Harder to get bad leaders out of power

4. Decisions are often made to please only a few people


4. Electronic Discussion – one class period
· It is easy to find no-cost discussion boards that are remotely hosted by doing a simple Internet search.  Examples include http://www.nicenet.org/, http://www.ezboard.com/, and http://www.proboards.com.  Other options include Blackboard and Moodle, which has an online discussion board feature.  Set up a discussion board using one of these services.  The teacher must facilitate the discussions of students.  Remind students to stay on topic, refrain from personal attacks, and to use notes from the research and simulation sections to strengthen their arguments.  Prompts you may wish to include:

· What is the best way to govern a nation?

· If you could be the leader of a limited or unlimited government, which would you choose and why?

· Would you say the government has improved throughout history?

5. Final Product/Assessment

· Students share their learning by creating a final project of their choice (persuasive paper, speech, multimedia presentation).  Use attached rubric.  

Technology (hardware/software):  computers with Internet access, on-line discussion board (Moodle, Blackboard, or a free web-based discussion board)
Key Vocabulary:  unlimited government, limited government, autocracy, democracy, feudalism, monarchy, theocracy, fascist
Application Beyond School:  An extension would be for students to compare the standard of living between nations that practice limited government and nations that have unlimited government.  
UDL Connections (insert in sections where applicable)

· Voice recognition software could be used for the research portion.  http://helpread.net/ is a free download.
· Microsoft Windows XP has built-in accessibility tools.  Features are described and directions for using them can be found at http://support.microsoft.com/kb/306902 

· This lesson offers choices of content and tools.
· This lesson offers flexible options for demonstrating knowledge.
· This lesson includes multiple media and formats.
Teacher Reflection and Notes:  The concept of limited and unlimited government is often a difficult concept to grasp for students.  The use of technology productivity, communication, and multimedia tools will provide rich experiences for a deeper understanding of limited and unlimited government, AND it will be fun.
	
Category
	4: Above Standards
	3:  Meets Standards
	2: Approaching Standards
	1: Below Standards
	Score

	Position Statement
	The position statement provides a clear, strong statement of the author’s position on the topic of how to govern a nation.
	The position statement provides a clear statement of the author’s position on the topic of how to govern a nation.
	A position statement is present, but does not make the author’s position clear.
	There is no position statement.
	

	Support for Position
	Includes 3 or more pieces of evidence that support the position statement.  The writer obviously has a working knowledge of limited and unlimited government and has included at least one counter-argument.
	Includes 3 or more pieces of evidence (facts, statistics, examples, real-life experiences) that support the position statement.  Writer clearly understands the concepts of limited and unlimited government.
	Includes 2 pieces of evidence (facts, statistics, examples, real-life experiences) that support the position statement.  Student has knowledge of limited and unlimited government.
	Includes 1 or fewer pieces of evidence (facts, statistics, examples, real-life experiences).  Student demonstrates some knowledge of limited and unlimited government.
	

	Evidence and Examples
	All of the evidence and examples are specific and relevant, and explanations are given that show how each piece of evidence supports the author’s position.
	Most of the evidence and examples are specific and relevant, and explanations are given that show how each piece of evidence supports the author’s position.
	At least one of the pieces of evidence and examples is relevant and has an explanation that shows how that piece of evidence supports the author’s position.
	Evidence and examples are NOT relevant AND/OR are not explained.
	

	Accuracy
	All supportive facts and statistics are reported accurately.
	Almost all supportive facts and statistics are reported accurately.
	Most supportive facts and statistics are reported accurately
	Most supportive facts and statistics were inaccurately reported.
	

	Grammar and Spelling
	Author makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.
	Author makes 1-2 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.
	Author makes 3-4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.
	Author makes more than 4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.
	


Name:  _________________
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