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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan 2007
Lesson Title:  The Odyssey 
Created by: Kim Arp-Barnett and Violet Ward

Lesson Abstract: Students will complete a unit of study on epic poetry implementing technology to enhance their understanding and enjoyment of this piece of literature. The students will create a travel journal in the format of their choice to confirm their comprehension as they read the poem.
Subject Area:  Freshman English/ Special Education 
Grade Level: 9th 
Unit Title: Epic Poetry
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
	1. Students collaborate in content-related projects that integrate a variety of media (e.g., print, audio, video, graphic, simulations, and models) with presentation, word processing, publishing, database, graphics design, or spreadsheet applications.

	2. Students plan and implement a collaborative project using telecommunications tools (e.g., groupware, interactive web sites, videoconferencing).


Michigan High School Content Expectations Connection:

CE 1.2.2 Write, speak, and visually represent to develop self-awareness and insight (e.g., diary, journal writing, portfolio self-assessment). 

CE 1.5.4 Use technology tools (e.g, word processing, presentation and multimedia software) to produce polished written and multimedia work (e.g., literary and expository works, proposals, 
CE 3.2.2 Identify different types of poetry (e.g., epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain how specific features (e.g., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc.) influence 
CE 3.2.5 Respond to literature in a variety of ways (e.g., dramatic interpretation, reader’s theatre, literature circles, illustration, writing in a character’s voice, engaging in social action, writing an analytic essay) providing examples of how texts affect their lives, connect them with the contemporary world, and communicate across time.
Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit: 3-4 weeks, depending upon the amount of technology used
Instructional resources:
Prentice Hall Literature: Penquin Edition/Michigan
Reader’s Notebook for Prentice Hall Literature: Penquin Edition/Michigan

Prentice Hall Literature recorded book on cd


http://www.phschool.com/
Spark notes


http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/odyssey/
High School English Language Arts Unit Framework for Grade 9


http://michigan.gov/documents/ELA_9_167747_7.pdf
High School Content Expectations


http://michigan.gov/documents/ELA11-14open1_142201_7.pdf
Student materials for use on the internet:
Including a lesson plan: “Heroes Are Made of This: Studying the Character of Heroes” and “Weaving the Old into the New: Pairing The Odyssey with Contemporary Literature”


http://www.readwritethink.org/student_mat/index.asp
Other project/hands-on learning ideas:

http://mythweb.com/teachers/tips/moretips.html
Net Links: from Homer’s The Odyssey

http://www.suhsd.k12.ca.us/mvm/netlinks/2odyssey9/2homer9.html
Free Teacher Guides:

http://www.penguin.com
Books:

Dodge, Judith. (2005). Differentiation in Action. New York: Scholastic Teaching Resources.

Prior required technology skills:

Use of a computer: Power Point, Inspiration Software (outline mode), Microsoft Word (use of the text summary feature), Write OutLoud, Word Prediction software, see UDL/Assistive technology listed below
Sequence of Activities:

· Pre-Assessment: see below

· Students will watch the video version of The Odyssey in clips daily, and then read the corresponding text.
· The students may listen to the text on the cd-rom available with the textbook.

· Students will keep a daily travel journal using a RAFT format. http://www.greece.k12.ny.us/instruction/ela/6-12/Reading/Reading%20Strategies/RAFT.htm
· Students could also use a RAMPS format. (This web site also has a lesson plan that is adaptable similar to this lesson plan.)
http://www.kcte.org/lesson-plans/odyssey/forgy4html
· They will take on the role of Odysseus, their audience will be the teacher and their peers, the format will be a travel journal, using the format of their choice, and the topic can be changed to meet the needs of your students.

· The RAFT format may be changed as needed to meet the needs of your students. Additional RAFT formulas are on the web site above.
· The students will make a poster entitled “O’s Foes.” They will choose a character that opposes Odysseus during the poem and draw a “wanted poster” for that character. They will explain why the character is “wanted” as a “Foe of “O”
· Post-Assessment: see below
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment: 
Students will discuss what they already know or think they know
Students will complete a graphic organizer (KWL) 
· Post-Assessment:

Depending on the students in the class, I would have the students turn in their Travel Journal and poster for their assessment for the current Special needs students I currently teach. If you have a class of General Ed kids, you could have a formal test.
· Scoring Criteria: Have the students write a rubric for their class. I usually write the rubric on the overhead and then transfer it to chart paper that hangs on the wall until the projects have been evaluated and returned for feedback purposes. I have also had students do peer- evaluations of each other’s projects.
Ideas for using student generated rubrics:
This is the book that got me started on this process:

http://www.amazon.com/Student-Generated-Rubrics-Assessment-Students-Bookshelf/dp/1572329211
These are websites I have used:

www.makingstandardswork.com
http://eric.ed.gov
http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php
Technology (hardware/software):

Computer with internet connection

Downloaded software to meet UDL/ assistive technology issues for your students
Key Vocabulary:
Mentor
Nectar

Ambrosia

Nymph

Cuckold

Cudgel

Hind

Minx

Cajole

Gaffer
Application Beyond School:

Students need to have an understanding of this classic piece of literature to be culturally literate.
UDL Connections (insert in sections where applicable)

Inspiration Software: mapping and graphic organizing software


www.inspiration.com
Portable Word Processors:


The Alpha Smart www.alphasmart.com

The Neo


The Dana

Talking Word Processors:

 
IntelliTalkIII (Win/Mac) www.intellitools,com
Write:Outloud (Win/Mac) www.donjohnston.com 

TWP by Premier Assistive Technology (Windows Only) www.readingmadeeasy.com
Word Prediction Software:

IntellitalkIII www.intellitools.com
Co:Writer (Mac/Win) www.donjohnston.com
TWP with word prediction by Premier Technology (Windows only ) www.readingmadeeasy.com
WordQ (Windows only) www.wordq.com
Low Tech Tools:

Post-it notes to take notes in the margins of textbooks for use to write travel journals.

Highlighter tape: to highlight names, places, elements to write travel journals.


www.crystalspring.com
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