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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan 2007
Lesson Title:  Stock Market 101 
Created by: Michael Koebbe, TaKiyah Ward, Paula Samal, Karen Villegas
Lesson Abstract:


In this lesson, students will simulate a stock purchase as if they were spending $10,000 of their own money.  It is designed to help them understand how the stock market works in order for them to make better decisions about their personal finances in their adult life.  It is also intended to help demonstrate how other factors influence the market.
Subject Area:  Economics
Grade Level:  9 - 12
Unit Title:  Money and Banking
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
1. Basic Operations and Concepts

a. Students demonstrate a sound understanding of the nature and operation of technology systems.

5.Students understand the purpose, scope, and use of assistive technology.

6.Students understand that access to online learning increases educational and workplace opportunities.

b. Students are proficient in the use of technology.

1.Students will be provided with the opportunity to learn in a virtual environment as a strategy to build 21st century learning skills.

3. Technology productivity tools

a. Students use technology tools to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote creativity.

3.Students have access to and utilize assistive technology tools.

4.Students apply advanced software features such as an application’s built-in thesaurus, templates, and styles to improve the appearance of word processing documents, spreadsheets, and presentations.

b. Students use productivity tools to collaborate in constructing technology-enhanced models, prepare publications, and produce other creative works.

1.Students identify technology tools (e.g., authoring tools or other hardware and software resources) that could be used to create a group project.
6. Technology problem-solving and decision-making tools

b. Students employ technology in the development of strategies for solving problems in the real world.

1.Students formulate a research question or hypothesis, then use appropriate information and communication technology resources to collect relevant information, analyze the findings, and report the results to multiple audiences.
Michigan High School Content Expectations Connection:

Social Studies:

Economic Perspective -

Standard IV.1 – Individual and Household Choices
HS.1 – Design a strategy for earning, spending, saving, and investing their resources.

21st Century Library Learning Standards (currently in draft version at http://www.ala.org/ala/aasl/aaslproftools/learningstandards/AASL_Learning-Standards-DRAFT2.pdf )
I. Learners use 21st century information skills, resources and tools to inquire, think critically, and gain knowledge.

II. Learners use 21st century information skills, resources and tools to draw conclusions, make informed decisions, apply knowledge to new situations, and create new knowledge.

III. Learners use 21st century information skills, resources and tools to share their knowledge and understandings with others and participate ethically and productively as members of our democratic society.
Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:
This lesson requires two initial class periods to brainstorm, research stock options and choose stock.  Once a week after that for four weeks, students will need to locate their stock value that can either be found on the Internet or through a printed news source and record it.  At the end of four weeks there will need to be one more session to discuss how the stocks performed, find a news article, and complete their final analysis.

Instructional resources:
1. http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2006/04/21/60minutes/main1532246.shtml
2. http://www.ehow.com/how_14750_read-stock-quote.html
3. http://moneycentral.msn.com/investor/StockRating/srstopstocksresults.aspx?Score=50
4. http://finance.yahoo.com
5. http://www.mel.org/
Prior required technology skills:

Experience with (Excel) spreadsheets

Experience with word processing

Experience with Internet research (not necessary but helpful)
Sequence of Activities:

(Prior knowledge will require students to know what a stock is.)

1. Ask the class “If you were suddenly given $10,000, what would you do with it?” (Write responses on board for class to see.)

2. Then ask, “What do you think might happen if you invested your money in the stock market instead?”
3. Using the Starbucks example (referenced under Instructional resources) explain that if they had invested $10,000 in Starbucks when the company first became public they would have $5 million today.  You can also show the interview with Howard Schultz located here http://www.cbsnews.com/sections/i_video/main500251.shtml?id=1533517n 
Other examples can include eBay, Wal-Mart, Microsoft, etc.
4. In groups of 3 or 4, the students will brainstorm a list of products or companies that they use or might find profitable.  

5. Provide an additional list of top 50 stock picks. (See instructional resource #3 above).
6. Using instructional resource #2 above, guide students through the steps involved in deciphering stock quotes.  Depending upon the available access to computers, this can be presented to the class using an LCD projector, printed off and handed out, made into an overhead transparency, or done as a class activity in a computer lab with all students.
UDL Connection: For any/all steps that require reading informational text on the computer, allow (teach) the students to use the Autosummarize function under “Tools” in Word, or some other Assistive Technology resource such as E-text Reader that will allow the students to hear the words as they read them.  For more information see http://nimas.cast.org/about/resources/index.html or http://www.readingmadeeasy.com 
7. Working in pairs, using http://finance.yahoo.com they will need to:

a. Choose 3 to 6 companies that they will want research as a possible investment opportunity.

b. Use the “Symbol Lookup” feature to locate the symbols for each company.

c. Type symbol into quote box to get stock information for each company.

d. Ultimately the pairs will have to decide how much money they want to invest in each company.  They have a total of $10,000 to spend.  They must invest in at least 3 and at most 6 companies.
8. Using the attached Excel spreadsheet template, each pair of students will record information from http://finance.yahoo.com once per week for four consecutive weeks.  At the conclusion, they will have the total gain/loss for each company as well as a total gain or loss overall.
9. The students will compose a final document that includes 

a. graphic display of their data, and 
b. two to three paragraphs analyzing the data including what market factors might have influenced the stock’s performance  
c. Each student will write his or her own paper. 
i. The students will need to look at a news or magazine article to support their findings on why the stock gained or lost value.  Using the mel.org site http://www.mel.org/ , select “MeL Multisearch” and use keywords such as the name of the company (i.e. coca cola) and “stock” to find such materials. 

ii. The students will need to include whether or not they would change their mind about how they said they would spend the original $10,000 at the beginning of the lesson. (see step #1)

10. Alternatively, the student can prepare an oral presentation that shows how his/her stocks performed, what market factors affected the stock’s performance, and how they would now spend $10,000 that was given to them.

Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment: Discussion of potential products and companies in which to buy stock.
· Scoring Criteria: teacher observation
· Post-Assessment: published document
· Scoring Criteria:

	 
	Exceptional
	Outstanding
	Adequate
	Poor

	Content
	An abundance of material clearly related to topic; points are clearly made and all evidence supports topic; 
	Sufficient information that relates to topic; many good points made but there is an uneven balance and little variation
	There is a great deal of information that is not clearly connected to the topic
	Topic not clear; information included that does not support topic in any way

	Coherence and Organization
	Topic is clearly stated and developed; conclusion is clear; flows together well; good transitions; succinct but not choppy; well organized
	Most information presented in logical sequence; generally very well organized but better transitions from idea to idea needed
	Concept and ideas are loosely connected; flow and organization are choppy
	Presentation is choppy and disjointed; does not flow; development of topic is vague; no apparent logical order of presentation

	Creativity
	Very original presentation of material; 
	Some originality apparent; 
	material presented with little originality or interpretation
	Repetitive with little or no variety; 


Technology (hardware/software):

Computer with Internet connection

Microsoft Word or other word processing software

Microsoft Excel (see Notes below)
Key Vocabulary:

Stock, personal finance, price/earnings ratio, dividends, shares, quote, 52-week range, invest, portfolio, profit, Dow Jones Industrial Average, New York Stock Exchange
Application Beyond School:


Students may use this to invest their money and for their own personal financial gain as they become adults.  
UDL Connections (insert in sections where applicable)

The following UDL connections can be made in the process.

To support diverse recognition networks: 
· Provide multiple examples 

· Highlight critical features 

· Provide multiple media and formats 

· Support background context. 
In steps 1 – 5, multiple examples are provided and can be provided in both electronic and print formats.  Additionally, the text from the web sites can be pasted into E-text Reader or similar software and it can be read to the students.  Supporting background context will be accomplished by discussing common products and companies.
To support diverse strategic networks: 

· Provide ongoing, relevant feedback 

· Offer flexible opportunities for demonstrating skill. 

The final product has options for written and oral reports.
To support diverse affective networks:
· Offer choices of content and tools 

· Offer adjustable levels of challenge 

· Offer choices of learning context

The newspaper and magazine choices allow the students to select material at a variety of reading levels.  Students can choose stock in companies that they are familiar with.
Teacher Reflection and Notes:

This lesson can still be accomplished without Excel as long as the students have a printed copy of the spreadsheet to record their data.  They would have to calculate the data using a calculator instead.  The news or magazine articles could be printed out and given to kids or an actual newspaper (i.e. Wall Street journal) could be used.
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