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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan 2007

Title:   Shakespeare Web Search

Created by: Lorelei Collins  

Lesson Abstract: 

As an introduction to Shakespearean literature, you will be researching Shakespeare’s life and times in order to better understand the Elizabethan period and specifically, the play Romeo and Juliet.  Students sharpen reading comprehension and research skills but not only sharpening web based research skills, but finding the most useful information available.

Subject Area:  English/Language Arts

Grade Level: 9-12

Unit Title: Romeo and Juliet

Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connections: 

Students are proficient in the use of technology.

1. Students will be provided with the opportunity to learn in a virtual environment as a strategy to build 21st century learning skills.

Basic Operations and Concepts

6. Students understand that access to online learning increases educational and workplace opportunities.


Technology research tools

1. Students compare, evaluate, and select appropriate Internet search engines to locate information.

2. Students determine if online sources are authoritative, valid, reliable, relevant, and comprehensive

Michigan High School Content Expectations Connections:

CE  1.4.2 Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing and summarizing information, select, evaluate, synthesize and use multiple primary and secondary (print and electronic) sources.

CE  1.4.4 Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and media to draw conclusions and implications.

CE  2.2.2 Examine the ways in which prior knowledge and personal experience affect the understanding of written, spoken, or multimedia text.

CE 3.3.1 Explore the relationships among individual works, authors, and literary movements in English and American literature (e.g., Romanticism, Puritanism, the Harlem Renaissance, Postcolonial), and consider the historical, cultural, and societal contexts in which works were produced. 

CE 3.3.2 Read and analyze classic and contemporary works of literature (American, British, world) representing a variety of genres and traditions and consider their significance in their own time period as well as how they may be relevant to contemporary society. 

CE 3.3.3 Draw on a variety of critical perspectives to respond to and analyze works of literature (e.g., religious, biographical, feminist, multicultural, political). 

Estimated time required to complete lesson:

Estimated total time: 150 minutes

Daily estimate: 50 minutes

Number of days: 3

Instructional resources:

http://www.shakespeare-online.com/
http://www-tech.mit.edu/Shakespeare/works.html
http://www.shakespeare.com/
http://absoluteshakespeare.com/
http://www.bardweb.net/
http://www.shakespeares-globe.org/
http://www.shakespeare.org.uk/main/1
· What year was Shakespeare born?  

· What city was Shakespeare born in?

· Did Shakespeare have any children? How many?

· Give 5 facts about the time period Shakespeare lived in.

· Name at least 5 plays Shakespeare wrote.

· Find a picture of William Shakespeare.  Describe him.  How did he dress?

· How old was William Shakespeare when he died, when did he die?

· Shakespeare wrote about Kings of England in many of his plays.  Find 2 plays he wrote about kings of England. Name them.

· Find websites for 3 plays Shakespeare wrote that are not about English kings or royalty.  Name them.

· For each play in #9, write at least 2 sentences describing what each one is about.

· Who was Henry VIII?  Find a website about him.

· How many wives did Henry VIII have?  List ALL of them.

· What did Henry VIII do when he was unable to get a divorce under Catholic Church law?

Go to : http://www.springfield.k12.il.us/schools/springfield/eliz/introelizperiod.html

· Who was Queen Elizabeth’s mother? What happened to her?

· Who was Queen Elizabeth?

· What year did she become Queen of England?

· What kind of a ruler was she?

· What is the Elizabethian Period?

· Go to:  http://www.channel4.com/history/microsites/S/sixwives/duty1.html
Click on “Heritage of Duty”.  Describe in 1 paragraph (below) what life was like for women in Henry VIII’s time.

· Go to: http://www.englishhistory.net/tudor/letters.html. Read at least 3 letters written by these women.  List below, which one you read, and 1 fact about that letter.

· What was “The Tudor” Age?  Give at least 3 facts about it.

Prior required technology skills:

Prior use of Internet

Sequence of Activities:

Students will need to use a computer lab.  Make sure before the lesson to visit each of the websites so that it is insured that they are accessible.   Students need to visit each website listed at the top of the page, read through the site, then scan the questions that come after it for information, filling in pertinent information as they go.

Assessments:

Pre-Assessment:

Ask students to write 3 pieces of information that they know about the time period in which Shakespeare lived.

Scoring Criteria: This is not an actual test, only used to collect data.

Post-Assessment:

Students will write an essay describing the time period in which Shakespeare lived.

Scoring Criteria: Students will be required to include:

3 facts about Shakespeare time period in their 3 body paragraphs in a 5 paragraph essay structure.  Teacher may make up rubric according to:

Introduction:

Focus on Topic:

Support for Topic:

Conclusion:

Technology (hardware/software): 

Need Internet access. Students may need read Adobe Acrobat to read some of the links to the websites.

Key Vocabulary: historical perspective, Tudors, Elizabethan period.

Application Beyond School: Research skills

UDL Connections (insert in sections where applicable)

Text to audio so that student can read through the websites and have it read to them for greater understanding. Students may work in small groups. Students may type the assignment instead of printing.  

Teacher Reflection and Notes:

Sometimes there are problems accessing the sites.  Make sure to check websites before beginning project to make sure they are working.


