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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan 2007
Lesson Title:  Script Formatting
Created by: Eric Hammerstrom, Marquette Senior High School and Andy Skewis, Negaunee High School
Lesson Abstract:  Students will learn proper formatting for a movie script, and will adapt a portion of a Hemingway short story to film script format as homework.
Subject Area:  English Language Arts
Grade Level:  Secondary
Unit Title:  Hemingway Film Festival
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
TECHNOLOGY PRODUCTIVITY TOOLS
8. use a variety of applications to plan, create, and edit a multimedia product (e.g., model, webcast, presentation, publication, or other creative work)

9. have the opportunity to participate in real-life experiences associated with technology-related careers

TECHNOLOGY COMMUNICATIONS TOOLS
3. use a variety of media and formats to design, develop, publish, and present products (e.g.,

presentations, newsletters, web sites) to communicate original ideas to multiple audiences

4. collaborate in content-related projects that integrate a variety of media (e.g., print, audio, video, graphic, simulations, and models) with presentation, word processing, publishing, database, graphics design, or spreadsheet applications

Michigan High School Content Expectations Connection:

Language Arts
1.3  Communicate in speech, writing, and multimedia using content, form, voice, and style appropriate to the audience and purpose.
1.5  Produce a variety of written, spoken, multigenre and multimedia works, making conscious choices about language, form, style, and/or visual representation for each work.

4.1  Understand and use the English language effectively in a variety of contexts and settings.

Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:  Five class periods.
Instructional resources:
Access to the internet is necessary for students to read the following resources:

Script Formatting for a dramatic film/video:

http://www.cybercollege.com/dram_flm.htm
Text with advice on writing different types of scripts:

http://www.cybercollege.com/tvp006.htm
The Great Michigan Read Web site:
http://www.greatmichiganread.org/
Copies of selected stories from Hemingway’s “Nick Adams Stories” 

	The Nick Adams Stories

by Ernest Hemingway, Philip Young (Preface by)

	




	
	· Paperback 

· ISBN: 0684169401 

· Pub. Date: February 1981 

· Series: Scribner Library of Contemporary Classics Series 

· Customer Rating: 




	
	


The author of this lesson plan recommends careful consideration of which stories will be adapted by students.  Many of the Nick Adams Stories contain questionable/objectionable material.  Others could easily be adapted to film and be made appropriate for a high school audience.

In particular, the author recommends using “The Killers” (full text available online)  http://www.geocities.com/cyber_explorer99/hemingwaykillers.html
and “The Battler.” “Now I Lay Me” would be an EXTREMELY interesting selection, in which soldier Nick Adams tries desperately to stay awake for fear his soul will leave his body.  Another interesting story that relates to war and psychological trauma is “A Way You’ll Never Be,” in which soldier Nick Adams suffers from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder or other psychological issues following battles of World War One.  “Alpine Idyll” would be an interesting choice, especially if filming is to be done in winter, and by students who like skiing.
It may be interesting to present the following film from 1946, a full-length film noir version of “The Killers” along with this project.

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0038669/
Prior required technology skills:

Word processing
Camera technique

basic video editing
Sequence of Activities:

1. Students will be assigned one of five “Nick Adams” stories:

“The Killers,” “The Battler,” “Now I Lay Me,” “A Way You’ll Never Be” or “Alpine Idyll” (This list may be altered in any number of ways by the instructor).
2. Each student should read the assigned short story in its entirety, with the goal of understanding the plot.

3. Each student will be assigned the task of adapting the short story to a basic script

Before completing this task, students will read the section on “Scriptwriting Guidelines,” “Video Grammar” and “Script Terms and Abbreviations” at the following web address:  http://www.cybercollege.com/tvp006.htm
4. Students will review the proper format for a film script found at the following web address, and will copy this format as they adapt their short story to film: http://www.cybercollege.com/dram_flm.htm
5. Each student should read the assigned short story a second time, through the eyes of someone who is going to adapt the story to film.
6. Each student should adapt the short story to script format.  The script should contains brief stage directions and ALL DIALOGUE CONTAINED IN THE SHORT STORY.  Students may approach the film from any number of creative angles.  It should be stressed that the film will be an ADAPTATION of the story and that this allows a good deal of creative license to the screenwriter and producer.  Scripts should be typed on a word processor following the rules of formatting described at the following web site: http://www.cybercollege.com/tvp006.htm
7. Each student will print two copies of their script—one copy will be turned in to the instructor for the purpose of grading, the other will be used by the student for the remainder of the lesson.

8. Students will be grouped according to the short story they were assigned, and will read and compare the scripts they created.  Students should discuss the different methods used to represent/interpret the story.  The group will then pick one script to use as a starting point or generate a new script that incorporates ideas from multiple scripts.

9. The group will generate one script for production, which will be storyboarded in the following lesson.

Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment:
· Scoring Criteria:

· A student’s individual script will comprise 50% of the end grade for that particular student.
· Rubric:  15%--Proper margins are used for scene settings and camera angles, scene descriptions, character names, parenthetical descriptions and dialogue. 10% Proper spacing is used throughout the script.  25%--The script is an appropriate interpretation of the story’s plot.
· Post-Assessment:

· Scoring Criteria:

· The group’s final script will comprise 50% of the end grade for each individual student.
· Rubric:  15%--Proper margins are used for scene settings and camera angles, scene descriptions, character names, parenthetical descriptions and dialogue. 10% Proper spacing is used throughout the script.  25%--The script is an appropriate interpretation of the story’s plot.
Technology (hardware/software):
Access to the internet

Word processing capabilities

Printer
Key Vocabulary:
“Video Grammar” and “Script Terms and Abbreviations” are found at the bottom of the page at http://www.cybercollege.com/tvp006.htm
Application Beyond School:

The films created in this unit will be part of a “Hemingway Film Festival” at the school and/or in the community, as part of the Great Michigan Read program.
UDL Connections (insert in sections where applicable)

Multiple means of representation, to give learners various ways of acquiring information and knowledge.
Multiple means of expression, to provide learners alternatives for demonstrating what they know.

Multiple means of engagement, to tap into learners' interests, offer appropriate challenges, and increase motivation.
Teacher Reflection and Notes:
This lesson will be conducted as part of a “Scriptwriting” or video-production course, as an introduction to film making and writing for film.  This will be done after instructing students in basic camera technique and editing.  Several other video project will have been completed before this unit is presented, including commercial/PSA, instructional video and video montage.
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