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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan 2007
Title:   My Island, My Democracy: Creating A New Nation (Mini-Society)—From Colonies and Constitutions to Countries
Created by:   Dan Turecky
Lesson Abstract: This main lesson, Creating A New Nation—From Colonies and Constitutions to Countries, will focus on Civics (Key Political Documents such as the US Constitution) and US History (Revolutions, Colonies, Nation Building). The basic premise of this lesson plan is to allow for the “Artistic and Creative Presentation” of multi-media based presentations of projects based on the theme of living through History using the theme of Mini-Societies. Technology will be integrated throughout this entire lesson as well as the larger entire unit. By the end of this lesson, students will gain hands on practical knowledge using a wide variety of technology tools such as internet search engines, on-line simulations, digital cameras, Microsoft Office programs, and/or video equipment. In summary, students will: 1) actively participate in hands-on learning activities that are thematically as well as content standards based; 2) gain deeper knowledge of the Social Studies and Science Content Standards by actively participating in a wide variety of hands-on activities based on year-long overall theme; and 3) become better writers, better communicators and better users of technology while having fun learning Social Studies and Science.
This lesson plan is also part of a larger integrated Social Studies (Civics-History-Economics-Geography) and Earth Science unit. The goal of the larger unit is to help students “to make real-world connections” by actively participating in year-long project that focuses on a wide variety of hands-on activities, technology tools/simulations and projects-based learning by creating a make-believe island nation. For example, each student will participate in small groups creating all aspects of the government and economy of their mini-society island nation. This Island Nation will parallel numerous themes, aspects and examples of America’s historical stories/eras such as colonial beginnings, constitutional struggles, economic/political difficulties, wars/conflicts as well as a wide variety of other real world examples, scenarios and/or current events based on a Past-Present-Future framework. In short, students will personally experience and participate in a wide variety of American History (Social Studies) as well as Earth Science related topics and simulations. Students will live actively live through US History.
Subject Area:   Social Studies/US History
Grade Level:   8-10
Unit Title: My Island, My Democracy: Building a Mini-Society Paralleling and Living Through US History Using the Past, Present, Future Framework.
Michigan Educational Technology Standards & Connections: 
Social, Ethical, and Human Issues:
7) Use technology to identify and explore occupations or careers.
· (Explore Governmental and Societal Leadership Careers)
Technology Communication Tools:
2) Create a project using a variety of media and formats to present content information to an audience.
· (See Projects List)
Technology Research Tools:

1) Use a variety of Web search engines to locate information. 
· (Use Google and other specific data bases)
Technology Problem-Solving and Decision-Making Tools:

2) Describe the information and communication technology tools to use for collecting information from different sources, analyze findings, and draw conclusions for addressing real-world problems. 
· (Apply Internet Based Problem-Solving & Decision Making Tools)
Michigan Middle/High School Content Expectations & Connections:
NOTE: All 8th Grade Social Studies Content Standards will be applied and integrated into the Larger Unit. The following content expectations apply specifically to the smaller lesson plan:
History:
3) Use primary and secondary resources to analyze significant events that shaped the development of the United States between 1788 to 1900. (I.3.MS.1)
· (Analyze a variety of important historical political documents such US Constitution, Mayflower Compact, Magna Carta, Declaration of Independence and other documents using the Past-Present-Future Framework)
7) Evaluate historic decisions made during US History from 1788-1900 in light of core democratic values and resulting costs and benefits as viewed from a varied of perspectives. (I.4.MS.1)

· (Create and evaluate different forms of government and political documents such as Articles of Confederation, US Constitution, etc…)  
Civics and Government:
10) Describe the beliefs and the ideas that influenced the Declaration of Independence and the creation of the US Constitution and explain how they set the foundation for civic life, politics and government in the US. (III.2.MS.1)

· (Create Constitutions via mock  constitutional conventions and games)
12) Explain how the federal government of the US served the purposes set forth in the Preamble to the Constitution. (III.1.MS.1) 

· (Create and run governments within a mini-society based on a newly created Island Nation Constitution paralleling the US Constitution).

13) Explain the means for limiting the powers of government established by the US Constitution and how the Constitution is maintained as the supreme law of the land. (II.2.MS.3) (II.4.MS.2)

· (Apply and analyze Island Nation Constitutions and Laws)

14) Explain how the rule of law and limited government protect individual rights and serve the common good. (III.1.MS.4)
· (Apply and analyze Island Nation Constitutions, Laws and American Core Democratic Values)

Inquiry and Decision Making:
19) Interpret social science information about the Nineteenth Century United States from primary and secondary sources. (V.1.MS.23)
· (Use primary and secondary sources and interpret information using electronic data bases and various related websites)

Estimated time required to complete lesson:

This smaller lesson plan: 
· Estimated total time: 350-500 minutes
· Daily estimate: 50 minutes

· Number of days: 7-10
The “Larger Unit” Plan: (Year-Long Unit)
· Estimated total time: Full Year
· Daily estimate: 50 minutes

· Number of days: Full Year

Instructional resources:

Subscription to Unitedstreaming, Social Studies Textbook (On-line Version), Internet-ready Computers with software as previously mentioned. Also, the following websites will serve as on-line resources:
Other Online Resources:

Videos & Additional Resources:

www.unitedstreaming.com
Text Book:(On-line Version):
http://www.glencoe.com/sec/socialstudies/ushistory/tar12003/index.php4
Rubrics: (Great Site, lots of examples)
http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/assess.html#rubrics
http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php
US Constitution (Background  Material for Mock Convention & Debate):
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/features/timeline/newnatn/usconst/consmenu.html

http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/indepth/constitution_day/

http://www.constitutionfacts.com/

http://congressforkids.net/Constitution_writingconstitution.htm
Prior required technology skills:

Students should have basic knowledge and/or have mastered the following technology skills prior to this lesson: a) effective on-line research experience, b) PC computer software programs applications word processing, creating power points, creating spreadsheets/charts, creating various documents using publisher, d) digital or video cameras, and e) using powerpoint in presenting information.
Sequence of Activities:

Day 1-2: Intro to Mini-Society Concept and Project Requirements (Rubric)
· Begin Teacher Instruction Multi-Media Power Point Presentation & Student Packet.
· Discuss Projects List and Project Grading Rubric.
· Lecture, Take Notes, Set up Computer Lab.
· Research Mini-Society Concept on-line and discuss.
· Use on-line version of Textbook to research “Early Colonial Period of US History.”
Day 3-5: Background Information, Video Packet, Internet Research
· TEACH BACKGROUND INFORMATION USING UNITEDSTREAMING VIDEO UNIT:
· Show Video, Power Continue and Complete Multi-Media Power Point Presentation and Student.
· Pre-Test, Vocab List, Crossword Puzzle, Timeline, Post-Test & Quiz.
· DO ON-LINE SITES TO DO RESEARCH, ANALYSIS, GAMES AND SIMULATIONS

· Explore Governmental and Societal Leadership Careers.
· Use primary and secondary sources and interpret information using electronic data bases and various related websites.
· Analyze a variety of important historical political documents such US Constitution, Mayflower Compact, Magna Carta, Declaration of Independence and other documents using the Past-Present-Future Framework.
· Apply Internet Based Problem-Solving & Decision Making Tools.
· Use Google and other specific data bases.
Days 6-10: Work on, Complete and Present Hands-On Multi-Media Projects 
· Review Rubric Expectations
· CREATE, COMPLETE, PRESENT “MY ISLAND’S CONSTITUTION” PROJECT: 

· Create Innovative, Technology Based Multi-Media Projects and Presentations 

· Complete Projects using multi-media software.
· Participate in Hands-on Technology Based Simulations and Games.
· Present Project to Peers as Student Peer Evaluate.
· Create Constitutions via mock constitutional conventions and games.
· Create and run governments within a mini-society based on a newly created Island Nation Constitution paralleling the US Constitution.
· Create and evaluate different forms of government and political documents such as Articles of Confederation, US Constitution, etc…

· Apply and analyze Island Nation Constitutions and Laws.
· Apply and analyze Island Nation Constitutions, Laws and American Core Democratic Values.
Examples of Technology and Non-Technology Activities:
Teachers:

· Create a multi-media power point presentation by integrate Unitedstreaming video clips into lectures to liven up dull presentations and grab student’s attention.
· Integrate “Unitedstreaming” video unit, lessons and materials into a larger lesson plan or unit. (See Example of Unitedstreaming Video Unit and materials below)
· Set up Mock Constitutional Convention.
Students:

· Participate in Mock Constitutional Conventions and create a new Constitution.

· Create multi-media presentations and/or projects using computer programs.
· Create video presentations such as interviews, debates and/or filming of Mock Constitutional Conventions

Integrating Unitedstreaming Videos (Teacher Use Only)
As noted and cited below, this smaller lesson plan unit will integrate relevant Unitedstreaming video clips/full videos and materials into multi-media power point presentations and take advantage of the teacher/student written materials provided as part of each individual video. Below is one example of how a specific video or set of video clips can transform dull power point note taking presentations into an interactive multi-media learning opportunities. This lesson plan begins with the materials provided with the video such as: 1) Pre-Test, 2) Vocabulary List, 3) Crossword Puzzle, 4) Timeline, 5) Post-Test and 6) Video Quiz. It culminates with the creation and presentation of several possible hands-on projects found in “projects list” such as: Mock Constitutional Conventions, Debates, Creation of New National Constitutions and/or video presentations. Specific daily lessons will follow.

Citation (APA)
All basic materials, descriptions, videos, and assessments are cited as found below; and with proper permission and membership to Unitedstreaming, teachers can use a large database of videos which also includes entire units of pre-made materials that can be integrated into small lesson plans or larger units of study. For example, the materials found below were retrieved on-line and cited using APA format at: 

American Revolution, The: From Colonies to Constitution: Shaping the New Nation. United Learning (2001). Retrieved July 31, 2007, from: unitedstreaming: http://www.unitedstreaming.com/ 

Description of Video:
This program looks at some of inspirations for America's democracy and shows how they came to be embodied in the laws and government of the United States. Included are Judeo-Christian morality, the French Enlightenment, the English Parliamentary system, the Magna Carta, and the Mayflower Compact. The program examines the problems faced by the America's founders and examines some of the issues debated as the Constitution, the structure of the new government, and the Bill of Rights were hammered out. © 2001 United Learning.

This video contains 21 segments:

1. America After the Revolution: The Roots of Democracy (00:52)

2. The Articles of Confederation: 1781-1788 (01:26)

3. The Constitutional Convention: May-September, 1787 (01:01)

4. The Constitution of the United States (03:35)

5. Preamble (00:46)

6. Article One (00:27)

7. Article Two (00:12)

8. Article Three (00:14)

9. Article Four (00:17)

10. Article Five (00:19)

11. Article Six (00:18)

12. The Bill of Rights: Guarantees of Rights and Freedoms (01:02)

13. Learning from the Past: How American Democracy Incorporated Ideas from Other Sources (06:08)

14. Ancient Greece: The Democracy of Athens, 500 BC (01:07)

15. The Roman Republic: Representative Government, 509-27 BC (00:53)

16. The Magna Carta: Checks and Balances on Power, Medieval England, 1215 (01:04)

17. The Mayflower Compact: The Birth of Self-Government in America, 1620 (01:13)

18. Judeo-Christian Religious Beliefs (00:51)

19. Ideas from the Age of Reason: New Ways to Improve the Human Race, 1660-1789 (01:00)

20. The Importance and Longevity of the American Constitution (00:33)

21. Video Quiz: Shaping a New Nation (00:58)

Video Based Content Standards and Correlations :

Grade: 8: Correlations for American Revolution, The: From Colonies to Constitution: Shaping the New Nation
MI.I.2. - Identify and explain how individuals in history demonstrated good character and personal virtue. 

I.2.2. - Identify and explain how individuals in history demonstrated good character and personal virtue. 

MI.I.3. - Show that historical knowledge is tentative and subject to change by describing interpretations of the past that have been revised when new information was uncovered. 

I.3.3. - Show that historical knowledge is tentative and subject to change by describing interpretations of the past that have been revised when new information was uncovered. 

MI.III.1. - Distinguish between representative democracy in the United States and other forms of government. 

III.1.2. - Distinguish between representative democracy in the United States and other forms of government. 

III.1.4. - Explain the importance of limited government to protect political and economic freedom.

APA Citation: The assessment, materials and other ideas were taken from video unit as found below and were retrieved on-line at: 

American Revolution, The: From Colonies to Constitution: Shaping the New Nation. United Learning (2001). Retrieved July 31, 2007, from: unitedstreaming: http://www.unitedstreaming.com/ 

Materials and Other Resources included with this video (per Unitedstreaming):

Teacher Guide Packet

Student Work Packet

· Pre-Test

· Vocabulary List

· Crossword Puzzle

· Timeline

· Post-Test

· Video Quiz (See below)

Assessments: 
Pre-Assessment: (Example From Unitedstreaming Unit)
Students will take a Pre-Test used to demonstrate/evaluate prior knowledge. Pre-Test will not be graded, rather it will serve as a springboard for beginning discussions. Examples questions are as follows:

Pre-Test United Streaming Q’s and Answer Key:

1) Democracy first appeared in _____. (Ancient Greece, Athens)
2) The main job of the U.S. Congress is to _____. (make laws, legislate)
3) The highest law of the land in the United States is the _____. (the Constitution)
4) The founders of Plymouth Colony wrote a document that first created self-government in America called the _____.  (Mayflower Compact)
5) During most of the 1780s, the United States government was based on a document called _____. (Articles of Confederation
Post-Assessments: (Example From Unitedstreaming Unit)
Students will take a Post-Test used to demonstrate student’s knowledge. This test will be graded. Also, a culminating project/presentation be assessed based on the Rubric from the “Projects List.”
Post-Test United Streaming Q’s and Answer Key:

Matching

1) Chief executive
(F. U.S. president)
2) First U.S. self-government document (H. Mayflower Compact)
3) Veto (J. to prohibit the enactment of a law)
4) Part of legislative branch of U.S. government (B. House of Representatives)
5) Highest part of Judicial branch (C. Supreme Court)
6) Model for U.S. Congress (I. English Parliament)
7) Part of Bill of Rights (D. Ninth Amendment to the Constitution)
8) Preamble (E. Introduction to the U.S. Constitution)
9) Democracy's birthplace (G. Ancient Athens)
10) Constitutional Convention (A. Meeting where the new framework for the U.S.)
Technology (hardware/software): 

30 Internet-Ready Computers; PC Computers with basic programs such as word processors, graphics, publishing and spreadsheets; Digital or Video camera,  
Key Vocabulary:

Age Of Reason 
Articles of Confederation 
Article 
Bail 
Bill Of Rights 
Checks and Balances 
Compact 
Congress 
Consistent 
Consul 
Constitutional Convention 
Constitution
Convention Democracy 
Delegates 
Document 
Domestic Tranquility
Enactment
Enlightenment
Executive
Flourish 
Franklin, Benjamin 
Framer 
Framework 
House Of Representatives 
Judicial 
Judeo-Christian 

Legislative 
Legislature 
Legislation 
Madison, James
Magna Carta 
Mayflower Compact 
Philosopher 
Preamble 
Republic 
Ratify, Ratification.

Senator 
Supreme Court 
Supreme 
Tempering 
Treaty of Paris
Tribune 
Unconstitutional 
Vest(Ed) 
Veto

UDL Connections:
The following are examples and applications of UDL connections in the smaller lesson plans as well as larger year-long unit:
1) Multiple Media and Formats will be provided using internet ready PC computers and other technology tools. (Unitedstreaming clips into presentations)
2) Multiple examples will be provided and modeled by teacher and student peers.
3) Flexible models of skill performance are provided (See Projects Rubric), modeled and monitored. (Multiple choices of projects for all skill levels)
4) On-going and relevant feedback will be provided from teacher and student peers.

5) Flexible opportunities for demonstrating skills (as well as evaluating those skills) through multiple project choices. (multiple opportunities for different skill levels)
6) Choices of standards-based content and tools to accomplish the culminating projects will be offered from a “projects list.” (culminating projects)
7) Adjustable levels of challenge for diverse/differing student abilities will be offered through the choice of smaller projects taken from the “projects list.”
Application Beyond School:

The impact on teaching and learning will be three-fold. Students will: 1) be more actively engaged participating in activities such as creating their own constitutions, creating and running their own countries governments and economies; 2) make real-world connections and see the relevance in what they are learning; and 3) take an active interest and take more responsibility in their learning. In summation, my hope is that some of my students may want to study or go into a career similar to the topics/areas in which they actively participated in such as debates (lawyer), economy (businessmen) or making maps (geographer).
Teacher Reflection and Notes:
This lesson has not yet been used in the classroom. Starting in the fall of 2007, I will be starting out with this smaller lesson plan, then continuing to build new lesson plans based on the premise of the larger unit entitled: My Island, My Democracy: Building a Mini-Society Paralleling and Living Through US History Using the Past, Present, Future Framework. My hope is create more lesson plans (small units), teach them, adjust to what did and did not work, then submit more lesson plans until the entire larger unit is completed. 
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