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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan 2007
Lesson Title:  Building Your Own House on Mango Street
Created by:  Mary Keyser
Lesson Abstract:  While reading Sandra Cisneros’s The House on Mango Street, students will put together a collection of writings relating to the various themes of the book, including personal narratives, poetry and descriptive writing.  After taking time to proofread and revise, students will bind their finished product.
Subject Area:  English
Grade Level:  9th
Unit Title:  Reading and relating to The House on Mango Street
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
Basic Operations and Concepts
b. Students are proficient in the use of technology.
6. Students demonstrate how to import/export text, graphics, or audio files.

7. Students proofread and edit a document using an application’s spelling and grammar checking functions. 
Technology productivity tools
a. Students use technology tools to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote creativity.
3. Students have access to and utilize assistive technology tools.

Technology communications tools

b. Students use a variety of media and formats to communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences.

1.  Students use a variety of media and formats to design, develop, publish, and present products (e.g., presentations, newsletters, web sites) to communicate original ideas to multiple audiences.

Michigan High School Content Expectations Connection:

STANDARD 1.1 Understand and practice writing as a recursive process. 
CE 1.1.1 Demonstrate flexibility in using independent and collaborative strategies for planning, drafting, revising, and editing complex texts. 

CE 1.1.4 Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g., structure, language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected form or genre. 

CE 1.1.5 Revise drafts to more fully and/or precisely convey meaning—drawing on response from others, self-reflection, and reading one’s own work with the eye of a reader; then refine the text— deleting and/or reorganizing ideas, and addressing potential readers’ questions. 

CE 1.1.6 Reorganize sentence elements as needed and choose grammatical and stylistic options that provide sentence variety, fluency, and flow. 

CE 1.1.7 Edit for style, tone, and word choice (specificity, variety, accuracy, appropriateness, conciseness) and for conventions of grammar, 

STANDARD 1.2 Use writing, speaking, and visual expression for personal understanding and growth. 
CE 1.2.1 Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex ideas. 

CE 1.2.2 Write, speak, and visually represent to develop self-awareness and insight (e.g., diary, journal writing, portfolio self-assessment). 

CE 1.2.3 Write, speak, and create artistic representations to express personal experience and perspective (e.g., personal narrative, poetry, imaginative writing, slam poetry, blogs, webpages). 

CE 1.2.4 Assess strengths, weaknesses, and development as a writer by examining a collection of own writing. 

Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:  Approximately three weeks (whatever length of time is dedicated to this book).
Instructional resources:  
· Copy of The House of Mango Street
· http://www.0800-horoscope.com/birthchart.php 

· www.quotationspage.com
· www.brainyquote.com
Prior required technology skills:  Basic computer skills, basic use of digital cameras.
Sequence of Activities:  As students begin reading the book, The House on Mango Street, hand out assignment sheet with writing requirements.  Throughout the weeks, as students are reading, computer lab days should be scheduled in, allowing students to work at their own pace.*  The entire writing project should be collected once Mango Street has been completed.
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment:

· Scoring Criteria:

· Post-Assessment:  Rubric for finished product (attached)
· Scoring Criteria:

Technology (hardware/software):  Computers for student use, digital camera or disposable camera available for student use.
Key Vocabulary:  Narrative, descriptive writing, similes, metaphor, famous quotations.
Application Beyond School:  Students will see the results of a long-term project, taking pride in a bound, finished product.
UDL Connections (insert in sections where applicable)  Students should be allowed to work at their own pace, and Talking Word Processor (assistive technology) should be made available.
Teacher Reflection and Notes:
Building your own House on Mango Street
As we read through Mango Street and learn about Esperanza’s various experiences, you will be writing down stories of your own.  By the time we finish this book, you will have a collection of writings (along with pictures) that we will bind together into your own book.  

Basic requirements:
· You must complete each of the assignments spelled out below

· Each piece of writing must be typed in a 12-point font and double-spaced 

· Your collection must have a cover page and an original title

· Your cover page must also include your name, title of the class and hour

· Your writings must be completed and ready to bind by the set due date, NO EXCEPTIONS

Writing requirements:

· Capturing the personality of your house

Just as Esperanza opens her book by introducing her house, you are to start your book with a description of where you live.  Put together a flyer or brochure of your house, as if you were trying to sell it.  The flyer must include a picture of the front of your house and three other pictures from  the inside.  Each of the three inside pictures must have captions explaining them.  In addition, you must include a 150-word paragraph spelling out what you consider to be the top five features or qualities of the house.  REMEMBER:  You want to sell this house, which means you must pay attention to word choice.  You want to be persuasive!

· Journal writing:  Two personal reflections 
In Mango Street, we read some stories on very minor topics—like Esperanza’s hair and her name.  These are not huge subjects, but it’s  realistic that someone would spend time thinking about these things or having conversations with their friends about them.  You are to write two essays like this – addressing only a simple topic in each (like your name, your hair, a favorite outfit, your handwriting, your hands, etc.).  Each of these essays should be at least 150 words and should be written in 1st person.  This is a very casual form of writing, so make sure these pieces SOUND like you.  

· Personal metaphor
In the chapter “Four Skinny Trees,” Esperanza relates to the four trees growing nearby.  She sees herself in their strength and believes that they do not belong on Mango Street any more than she does.  Comparing two things which are not obviously similar (like Esperanza and the trees) creates a metaphor.  Your job is to write a short essay which is a metaphor—one that compares YOU to something else.  Just as in Esperanza’s story, your essay should spell out three or four things that you and this thing/person/place/idea have in common.  Also include a picture of you, if possible, one that ties in with the comparison you are making.

· Character sketches

Several stories in Mango Street are merely descriptions of different people living in Esperanza’s neighborhood.  These writings are short, but they still manage to capture a definite and distinct tone.  Try to do the same thing.  Select two different people to write about.  These may be people you know well or maybe not so well.  Write at least 150 words about each person, trying as best you can to capture this person’s personality.  These are not long pieces of writing, so choose each word carefully.  Also, include a picture of each of these people along with your writing.

· Writing similes

Throughout Mango Street, there is a great deal of strong description.  Much of this description is in the form of similes.  Similes are comparisons of two different things, using the words “like” or “as.”  For example, “we heard someone whistling—beautiful like the Emperor’s nightingale.”  Attached you will find a worksheet of similes, and you are to complete 20 of them.  Try coming up with descriptions which are new and memorable.  
, 

· Words to live by
Throughout Mango Street, Esperanza picks up words of wisdom (and rejects plenty of foolish words) from family members, friends, teachers and people throughout her neighborhood.   She seems to have decided at her young age just what kind of life she would like to lead as well as what kind of life she would like to avoid.  Now consider what kinds of things you believe in, what kinds of statements describe the person you would like to be.  Using the internet or a book of famous quotations, find 10 quotations you agree with, statements you really believe in.  Make sure these quotes make statements about how to live, what to value, how to treat people—and that they’re not just cleverly-worded lines.  Type up each line, include the name of the person who said it, and write two or three sentences explaining WHY you have selected it.

· Opposite poem
There are a few stories in Mango Street which illustrate Esperanza reaching a crossroad—where she is torn between being a child and a grown-up.  For example, you can clearly see this conflict in the stories “Gil’s Furniture Bought & Sold.”  Here Esperanza wants to react the same way Nenny does, but instead she decides that, because she is older, she must walk away and not show her interest.  On this topic, I want you to think about the changes you have gone through as you have moved away from your childhood.  There are probably plenty of things you associate with being a child that have little to do with the way you behave today.  Now, write an opposite poem in which you compare yourself as a child to the person you are today.  The formula for an opposite poem (and an example) is as follows:

Begin with one word--your first topic.  (The last word of the poem will be just the opposite--your second topic.) 
Line 1 - Your topic, one word.
Line 2 - 2 words describing your topic.
Line 3 - 3 action words describing your topic, ending with ing.
Line 4 - Here is where the poem changes, bringing your topic and opposite together. First, put a phrase describing your opening topic.  Then, put a phrase describing just the opposite.
Line 5 - 3 action words describing the opposite of your topic, ending in ing.
Line 6 - 2 final words describing the opposite of your topic.
Line 7 - The opposite of your topic, one word.


Boy
Mischievous, curious
Hiding, spying, sneaking
never sitting still, no longer going out to play
Studying, working, analyzing
Serious, tired
Man
· Analyze what the stars say about you 
There are a few places in the book in which Esperanza wishes so much for a house of her own that she is willing to listen to people make predictions about her future.  She listens because she wants to be given hope that her dreams really will come true.  With this in mind, search the internet for different horoscope sights that can describe the person you are (supposedly) based on the day you were born.  (You type in the day, month and year, and some sites will give you an outline of your personality and strengths.)  Once you find one of these, write up a paragraph in which you summarize what the site says about you.  Then, write a paragraph in which you discuss your reaction to these comments.  What do you think is accurate?  What do you HOPE is accurate?  What things do you believe are completely off?? 
Using SIMILES in writing

A simile is a comparison of two different things, using the word “like” or “as.”  When you are trying to capture a particular image or mood in your writing, sometimes using a simile--or drawing a comparison between the original thing and something else--is an effective method.  Put together some similes of your own, using the list below to start you off.  Select 20 of these half-sentences to complete.  Your 20 neatly-typed-out similes will make up one page of your Mango Street booklet.  BE SURE to write two full sentences for each; one completing the comparison and the second EXPLAINING the comparison.  For example:  My house is like a circus.  There is something different going on everywhere you look.

1.  My life is like . . .

2.  My family is like . . .

3.  My mom is like . . .

4.  My dad is like . . . 

5.  My grandma/grandpa is like . . .

6.  My dog/cat is like . . .

7.  My room at home is like . . . 

8.  This school is like . . .

9.  Redford is like . . .

10.  Graduating is like . . .

11.  Being a freshman is like . . .

12.  Dating is like . . .

13.  Breaking up with a boy/girlfriend is like . . .

14.  Going on a blind date is like . . .

15.  Driving with a police car behind you is like . . .

16.  Divorce is like . . .

17.  A 95-degree day is like . . .

18.  Winter is like . . .

19.  Getting up at 6am is like . . .

20.  Thinking about the future is like . . .

21.  Being depressed is like . . .

22.  Being accused of something I didn’t do is like . . .

23.  Losing someone you love is like . . .

24.  Cancer is like . . .

25.  Dropping out of school is like . . .

26.  Fighting with a friend is like . . .

27.  Smoking is like . . .

28.  Losing a pet is like . . .

29.  Getting a bad haircut is like . . .

30.  Biting into a hot piece of pizza is like . . .

31.  Finding money in your pocket is like . . .

32.  Having a snow day is like . . .
33.  Getting caught in a lie is like . . .

34.  Earning the highest grade in the class is like . . .

35.  Being alone is like . . .
Grading rubric




Name ___________________

Mango Street writing project
Basic Requirements  20 points possible

Turned in on time

Contains title page

Title page has name, class title, hour

All writings are typed

12-point font is used

Overall product is neat and attractive

Capturing the personality of your house  25 points possible

Writing includes four photographs

Three photographs include descriptive captions

Additional paragraph is included

Paragraph is at least 150 words

Paragraph uses persuasive wording

Writing is free of glaring usage and spelling errors

Journal writing:  Two personal reflections  40 points possible

Two writings are included

Pieces stay focused on simple topics

Each piece is at least 150 words

Writer’s voice comes through in these casual pieces

Writing is free of glaring usage and spelling errors

Personal metaphor  25 points possible


Writing stays focused on the comparison being made

Specific examples are given to support the comparison

Piece includes at least 150 words 

One picture is included

Writing is free of glaring usage and spelling errors

Character sketches  50 points possible

Two writings are included

Each writing has an accompanying picture

Each writing illustrates the personality of the person being described

Each writing is at least 150 words

Writing is free of glaring usage and spelling errors

Writing similes  20 points possible
20 similes are included

Similes provide new and interesting comparisons

Writing is free of glaring usage and spelling errors

Words to live by  20 points possible

10 quotations are included

Quotations focus on ways to live, things to believe in

Quotations are attributed to the speaker

Quotations include a brief explanation

Writing is free of glaring usage and spelling errors

Opposite poem  15 points possible

Poem follows the correct format

Poem illustrates a change between childhood and today

Writing is free of glaring usage and spelling errors

Analyze what the stars say about you  20 points possible

Piece includes two separate paragraphs

First paragraph fully summarizes what the horoscope site presented

Second paragraph explains student’s full response

Second paragraph includes specific details to support or refute the site

Writing is free of glaring usage and spelling errors
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