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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan 2007
Lesson Title:  Major World Religions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam
Created by: Katy Xenakis-Ramsey
Lesson Abstract: The learner will compare and contrast the three major world religions, map the development of the religions, identify the causes of the Arab-Israeli conflict, and produce a group presentation in order to teach others.
Subject Area:  Eastern Hemisphere Geography
Grade Level:  7th grade
Unit Title: World Religions
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
Basic Operations and Concepts
1. discuss emerging technology resources
7. be provided with the opportunity to learn in a virtual environment as a strategy to build 21st century learners

12.  demonstrate how to import/export text, graphics, or audio files

13.  proofread and edit a document using an application’s spelling and grammar checking functions

Social, Ethical, and Human Issues

8. adhere to fair use and copyright guidelines

9. create appropriate citations for resources when presenting research findings

10.   adhere to the district acceptable use policy as well as state and federal laws

Technology Productivity Tools


5.  identify technology tools that could be used to create a group project


7.  develop a document or file for inclusion into a website or webpage


8.  use a variety of applications to plan, create, and edit a multimedia project

Technology Communication Tools

2. use available technologies to communicate with others on a class assignment or project

3. use a variety of media formats to design, develop, publish, and present products

4. collaborate in content-related projects that integrate a variety of media with presentation, word processing, publishing, database, graphics design, or spreadsheet applications
Technology Problem-Solving and Decision Making Tools

1. use a variety of technology resources for problem solving and independent learning
Michigan Content Standards and Benchmarks:

I.2.3 – Select conditions in various parts of the world and describe how they have been shaped by events from the past.

I.4.4 – Select historic decisions and evaluate them in light of core democratic values and resulting costs and benefits as viewed from a variety of perspectives.

II.1.1 – Locate and describe the diverse places, cultures, and communities of major world regions.

II.1.2 – Describe and compare characteristics of major world cultures including language, religion, belief systems, gender roles, and traditions.

II.1.3 – Explain why people live and work as they do in different regions.

II.2.2 - Explain how governments have divided land and sea areas into different regions.

II.3.4 – Describe the major economic and political connections between the United States and different world regions and explain their causes and consequences.

II.5.3 – Explain how elements of the physical geography, culture, and history of the region may be influencing current events.

V.1.1 – Locate and interpret information about the natural environments and cultures of countries using a variety of primary and secondary resources and electronic technologies, including computers and telecommunications where appropriate.

V.1.2 – Use traditional and electronic means to organize social science information to make maps, graphs, and tables.

V.1.3 – Interpret social science information about the natural environment and cultures of countries from a variety of primary and secondary resources.

V.2.1 – Pose a social science question about a culture, a world region, or international problem.

V.2.2 – Gather and analyze information using appropriate information technologies to answer the question posed.

V.2.3 – Construct an answer to the question posed and support their answer with evidence.

V.2.4 – Report the results of their investigation including procedures followed and possible alternative conclusions.

VI.1.1 – State public policy issues and their related ethical, definitional, and factual issues as questions.

VI.1.2 – Trace the origins of a public issue.

VI.1.3 – Explain how culture and experiences shape positions that people take on an issue.

VI.2.1 – Engage each other in conversations which attempt to clarify and resolve national and international policy issues.

VI.3.1 – Compose essays expressing decisions on national and international policy issues.

Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection (from DRAFT):

5 – Asia – Southwest and Central Region

5.2.1 Describe the significance of the crossroads at the hub of land connecting Africa, Asia, and Europe in the development and exchange of ideas about agriculture, religion, and language.


5.2.2 – Locate the places where three major world religions developed (Islam, Christianity, and Judaism) and contrast and compare the beliefs of each.


5.3.1 - Use historical and modern maps to describe how the three religions in the region spread geographically.


5.3.2. – Locate and identify the  territorial overlaps between the three major religions (Islam, Christianity, Judaism) in the region and the political and cultural consequences of the territorial overlaps  (Israel and the Palestinians claim the same land; conflict over control of religious sites; forced and voluntary migrations).
Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit: 15-20 Fifty minute class periods – more if presenting projects
Instructional resources:
World Religions Vocabulary List
Video: United Streaming: Religions of the World: Christianity

Worksheets for Video including Pretest
Teachers’ Guide for Video
Reading: Christianity
Reading Guide: Christianity
Video: United Streaming: Religions of the World: Judaism

Worksheets for Video including Pretest
Teachers’ Guide: Judaism
Reading: Judaism
Reading Guide: Judaism
Video: United Streaming: Religions of the World: Islam

Worksheets for Video including Pretest
Teachers’ Guide: Islam
Reading: Islam
Reading Guide: Islam
***EXTRA: Great Video - Thirty Days: Morgan Spurlock – Episode – “Muslims in America”

Religion Comparison Chart
Religion Comparison Chart Key
Arab-Israeli Interactive Website
Arab-Israeli Take a Stand Public Policy Essay
Research Project Guide
Prior required technology skills:

Email, attaching files, word processing, creating a timeline, internet researching, inserting pictures
Sequence of Activities:

1.  Watch video, complete worksheets, complete reading and reading check for each of the three world religions (Judaism, Christianity, and Islam).
2.  Complete Religious Comparison Chart.

3.  Complete interactive map activity for the Arab-Israeli Conflict. Activity: Create a timeline of events leading to the present day.  Use Timeliner, Microsoft Word, or another timeline program.  Dates required: 1930s, 1948, 1949, 1956, 1964, 1967, 1973, 1979, 1982, 1985, 1987, 1993, May 2000, October 2000, 2002, 2003, and 2004.  Each date must have a minimum of a one sentence explanation of the events occurring at that time.  Descriptions should not exceed two sentences. 
4.  Use Google Earth to view current maps of the region - Jerusalem, Mecca, and Palestine.

5.  Create overlapping map of the three religious regions with dates.  Use an outline map of Southwest Asia, use at least three different colored pencils to shade each religious region and use the map key for dates of the rise of each religion.  Identify Israel and Palestine on the map as well.

6.  Take a Stand Essay – Arab-Israeli Conflict

7.  Complete Research Group Project
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment: available on video worksheets or reading guides may be used
· Scoring Criteria: Key available on Teacher Guides
· Post-Assessment: Video worksheets, reading guides, comparison chart, Take a Stand Essay, and Group Research projects
· Scoring Criteria: Key available on Teacher Guides and Reading Guides; Comparison Chart included in resources; Rubric included on Essay and Project
Technology (hardware/software):
Ideally, computers for each student with internet access, Microsoft Office, and email accounts for students.
Key Vocabulary:
See World Religions Vocabulary List
Application Beyond School:

Knowledge and respect for people with different belief systems. The ability to evaluate information and take a stand on a public policy issue.
Teacher Reflection and Notes: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam can be taught in any order.  However, I recommend teaching Judaism first because it was ‘first,’ OR teaching Christianity first if students are most familiar with it.
The video listed as an extra is a current up-to-date way to teach students about the lives of Muslim people in America.  My class loved it!
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