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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan 2007
Lesson Title:  Information Literacy – Safe and Productive Research
Created by: Fran Darling with activities from Paula Diedrich
Lesson Abstract: Using a variety of web activities and explorations, students will learn methods of evaluating, retrieving and using relevant information from the Internet.

Subject Area:  Technology
Grade Level:  9-12
Unit Title: Information Literacy
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
1. Social, Ethical and Legal Issues
1. Identify legal and ethical issues related to use of information and communication technology

for ethical and unethical uses

3. Discuss possible long-range effects of unethical uses of technology (e.g., virus spreading, file pirating, hacking) on cultures and society

4. Discuss the possible consequences and costs of unethical uses of information and computer technology

6. Demonstrate the ethical use of technology as a digital citizen and lifelong learner

8. Adhere to fair use and copyright guidelines

9. Create appropriate citations for resources when presenting research fi ndings

10. Adhere to the district acceptable use policy as well as state and federal laws

2. Technology Research Skills

1. Compare, evaluate, and select appropriate internet search engines to locate information

2. Formulate and use evaluation criteria (authority, accuracy, relevancy, timeliness)

 for information located on the internet to present research findings

3. Determine if online sources are authoritative, valid, reliable, relevant, and comprehensive

4. Distinguish between fact, opinion, point of view, and inference

5. Evaluate resources for stereotyping, prejudice, and misrepresentation

Michigan High School Content Expectations Connection:

Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit: 1-2 class periods 
Instructional resources: Listed in Sequence of Activities links below.
Prior required technology skills: Internet navigation ability
Sequence of Activities:

Day 1 – Web Evaluation Activity

Teacher-lead Instruction UDL Connection – web activities & quiz
1. Use these evaluation resources: NMU web evaluation http://www.nmu.edu/olsonlibrary/WEBEVAL.HTM and Net.Tutor – summary article http://gateway.lib.ohio-state.edu/tutor/les1/index.html 
2. Go to: Ithaca College--(interactive tutorial) http://www.emich.edu/ift/mod2/frames.php?reference=5 

3. Take the Online Pop quiz-as a group or individually-at: http://www.emich.edu/ift/mod2/frames.php?reference=5   
4. Click the Back Arrow and go to #3 Consider the Source – Look for more than just the author’s name as a reference. For example, read about a highly referenced site that is actually an 8th grade student term paper. In Google, use key words – “Jared Wiener” to retrieve his term paper at: http://members.aol.com/yo1460/byopr/report1.html 

In Google, check for sites that link to this paper. Type in:  link: http://members.aol.com/yo1460/byopr/report1.htm ...you will see who referenced this site
UDL Connection - For more activities and lessons go to: Information                            for Today Index at: http://www.emich.edu/ift/mod2/index.php 

5. What about hate and violence sites? For example, Holocaust hate sites – many may be blocked by district content blocker software, such as Surf Control – but out of your district, students need to be aware these sites are not appropriate.
Eg, Google search examples:
“David Duke” – Fox News.com -- article about his philosophy 

 “Arthur R Butz” – in Wikipedia – his personal web site link blocked with a Surf Control or similar blocking message:
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Example of web blocker 
4. Google search examples: enter these keyword combinations:
 “holocaust facts”  -- gives more concrete, easier to check links
  “holocaust truth” – gives more subjective and opinionated links
First hit in this list: -- activates Surf Control www.stormfront.org/truth_at_last/holocaust.htm  

Student Exploratory Activity - UDL Connections (online activities w. organizers and extended/modified activities)

Go to Website Evaluation Activity – Determine if these sites are “Real” or “Fake” For example, Look at the two World Trade Organization sites – have the whole class evaluate these two sites and choose which one was the “Fake” – have them tell how they decided. Teacher, check/discuss the answers with the Teacher Answer Sheet
For more extended activities use this comparison organizer --- Select two of the web sites above and complete the comparison organizer.
Assessments: UDL Connection - multiple means of assessment
· Pre-Assessment: -- Take the Online Pop quiz- (see #2 Teacher-lead Instruction above) http://www.emich.edu/ift/mod2/frames.php?reference=5
· Scoring Criteria: take as a class or on paper, if individualized.
· Post-Assessment: - Pick your favorite web site and use the Web Evaluation Rubric to score it’s content value
· Scoring Criteria: Add up rubric points to score your site
Technology (hardware/software): computers in a lab or group resource center; data projector to demo the teacher instruction.
Key Vocabulary: (Net.Tutor - http://gateway.lib.ohio-state.edu/tutor/les1/index.html ) UDL Connection – Graphic Organizer
1. Purpose: Determine whether the main purpose of the site is to inform or to persuade (advocate for a cause). 

2. Author: The best sites are produced by those who have appropriate education, training, or experience to write with authority on the topic. Check site documents or external sources to find out more about the author. 

3. Content & Objectivity: Consider whether content seems biased. Does the author have a "vested interest" in the topic? Look for documentation of claims and a balanced point of view. 
4. Coverage: Shop around for the best source. You can compare the page to others on the same topic to see which provides better coverage. 

5. Currency: If you are looking for the most current information on a topic, be sure to determine when information was added. 

6. Recognition: Also try to determine whether the site has been recognized as exemplary by others linking to it, tagging or citing it. 

Application Beyond School: Information literacy skills involve evaluation and use of web materials. These skills are useful throughout life for all areas of occupations, continuing education and daily life needs.
UDL Connections (insert in sections where applicable)

Teacher Reflection and Notes: This lesson is designed to help students discriminate among good and poor web sites in order to select the best and accurate sources of information. 
Most of these activities are used with Middle School Students and can be very useful in High School classes, as well. Many people in general, still tend to see web information (no matter what the source) as reliable and accurate. 

In fact, many students become frustrated when their Google results are blocked by school software. However, many students were appalled to find out that people could be blatantly false through their web information regarding these crucial issues.

The teacher-lead demonstrations in #4 & #5 are designed to show how blocking is a safe guard and to promote awareness of hate and violence sites they may come across in their own personal searching (at home or other locations) that don’t have blockers.
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