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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan 2007
Lesson Title:  To Drop or Not to Drop
Created by: Eric Hammerstrom, Marquette Senior High School
Lesson Abstract:  Students will explore the intricacies of the decision to drop the Atomic Bomb on Hiroshima, through role playing and debate.  They will then present a recommendation to President Truman.  This lesson is written as a component of a unit of study for the novel Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close by Jonathan Safran Foer, but could be adapted to fuction as a stand-alone lesson.
UDL Connections (insert in sections where applicable)

A web-quest is a UDL tool in itself, which accomplishes multiple modalities.

Subject Area:  English Language Arts
Grade Level:  Secondary
Unit Title:  Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH TOOLS
By the end of Grade 12 each student will:

1. compare, evaluate, and select appropriate internet search engines to locate information

2. formulate and use evaluation criteria (authority, accuracy, relevancy, timeliness)

for information located on the internet to present research fi ndings

3. determine if online sources are authoritative, valid, reliable, relevant, and comprehensive

4. distinguish between fact, opinion, point of view, and inference

5. evaluate resources for stereotyping, prejudice, and misrepresentation

6. develop a plan to gather information using various research strategies

(e.g., interviews, questionnaires, experiments, online surveys)
Michigan High School Content Expectations Connection:

English Language Arts Grade 12 Content Standards:

1.2 Use writing, speaking and visual expression for personal understanding and growth.

1.4 Develop and use the tools and practices of inquiry and research—generating, exploring and refining important questions; creating a hypothesis or thesis; gathering and studying evidence; drawing conclusions; and composing a report.

2.2 Use a variety of reading, listening, and viewing strategies to construct meaning beyond the literal level.

2.3 Develop as a reader, listener and viewing for personal, social, and political purposes, through independent and collaborative reading.
Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:  Three class periods, plus two nights of homework.
Instructional resources:
Access to the internet for students.

Students could complete their webquest in class (in a computer lab) or at home, if they have access to the web.

This lesson incorporates concepts and methods used in a University of Richmond webquest: http://oncampus.richmond.edu/academics/education/projects/webquests/wwii/
The University of Richmond Web-quest includes links to Japan-Guide.com, which lists an excellent variety of resources on the atomic bombings and the moral/ethical issues involved: http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2125.html
The author suggests the following web-sites be included in the web quest.  These web links recommended by netTrekker, an educational search engine:

Hiroshima through Japanese Eyes http://www.globaled.org/spot_JP/c3l1.html
Chronology on the Decision to Bomb Hiroshima and Nagasaki http://www.nuclearfiles.org/menu/key-issues/nuclear-weapons/history/pre-cold-war/hiroshima-nagasaki/decision-drop-bomb-chronology.htm
Truman Library documents regarding decision to drop the Atomic Bomb http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/bomb/large/index.php
National Archives documents on the decision to drop the Atomic Bomb http://www.dannen.com/decision/index.html
Hiroshima and Nagasaki: Summary of damages and injuries http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/abomb/mp03.htm
Hiroshima and Nagasaki: Radiation Injuries http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/abomb/mp22.htm
Eyewitness account http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/abomb/mp25.htm
The Avalon project at Yale Law School http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/abomb/mpmenu.htm
Original texts, eyewitness accounts, photographs, videos, and color maps
http://www.hiroshima-remembered.com/
Excerpts from President Truman's diary and papers relevant to the atomic bombing http://www.doug-long.com/hst.htm
The men who bombed Hiroshima

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/4718579.stm
Translations of Two Leaflets Dropped on Japanese Cities Shortly after the First Atomic Bomb was Dropped
http://www.nuclearfiles.org/menu/key-issues/nuclear-weapons/history/pre-cold-war/hiroshima-nagasaki/leaflets-dropped_1945-08-06.htm
The Official Homepage of Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum http://www.pcf.city.hiroshima.jp/index_e2.html
Atomic Bomb-Truman Press Release-August 6, 1945
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/teacher/abomb.htm
Prior required technology skills:

Students should be able to use an internet search engine and browser.

Students should be able to produce a report using a word processor.
Sequence of Activities:
1. Students should have finished reading Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close by Johathan Safran Foer.

2. Read aloud pages 187 to 190 of the novel, in which Oskar presents to Mr. Keegan’s class on the topic of Hiroshima.
3. Ask students to explain why Oskar Schell’s classroom presentation was on Hiroshima and the atomic bomb.

4. Ask students to explain why Jonathan Safran Foer would include the topic of Hiroshima in a novel about September 11th.

5. Allow brief discussion, then ask each student from the class to write something they know about the atomic bombings of Hiroshima or Nagasaki on the board.

6. Ask students to examine the statements about Hiroshima. 
7. Distribute paper to each student.  Ask them to answer the questions in step #3 and step #4, writing at least one paragraph to explain their answer (each paragraph answer is worth a possible 5 points: 10 points total).  This should be completed in class and submitted to the teacher before the lesson continues. 

8. Ask the class if it feels confident in its answers.  Might knowing more about Hiroshima help them to answer the questions about Oskar and Jonathan Safran Foer?
9. Students are placed into groups.  The University of Richmond exercise recommends groups of four with students playing the roles of “a Japanese citizen, President Truman's advisor/the Secretary of Defense, a nuclear physicist, or U.S. soldier.  The web site provides different links for each role, but those could be supplemented with the additional links listed above.
10. Follow most of  the steps provided in the lesson plan from the University of Richmond  (http://oncampus.richmond.edu/academics/education/projects/webquests/wwii/ ) with the following alterations:  Step 7 of the University of Richmond lesson plan refers to a “week of preparation.”  The author of this lesson plan recommends limiting the research time to no more than two class sessions and two evenings of homework.   Step 9 of the University of Richmond lesson plan instructs students to “produce a type-written paper on your feelings about this subject.”  The author of this lesson plan recommends this be accomplished through whole class discussion, after all groups have conducted their debates.  Another alteration to the University of Richmond lesson plan follows:
Each group of students must reach consensus in answering the question of whether or not President Truman should order the bomb to be dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  Each group should write a memo to the president, stating its recommendation and giving at least one detailed paragraph stating the justification for its decision.
11.   A representative of each group read the group’s recommendation to the class.

12. Ask students to consider the moral/ethical issues involved in the bombing of Hiroshima.  List them on the board.

13.  Ask students to consider again why Oskar Schell may have chosen Hiroshima for the topic of his presentation.  Discuss.
14.  Ask students to consider again why Jonathan Safran Foer may have included the topic of Hiroshima in a novel about September 11th.
15.   Refer to the list of moral/ethical issues involved in the bombing of Hiroshima.  Ask students to identity which of the moral/ethical issues also apply to the events of September 11th.
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment:
· Scoring Criteria:

Students will receive credit for writing honest and thoughtful answers to the questions stated in steps #3 and #4 above.  This will constitute 10% of the grade. 
· Post-Assessment:

· Scoring Criteria:

The University of Richmond recommends grading the debate according to the following criteria: 

20% Preparation work = 10 note cards prepared for the debate.
50% Debate = How well you present your information 
10% How well you worked in a group, based on evaluation from members within your group
10% Participation in whole group discussion

Technology (hardware/software):
Access to the internet is needed for this exercise.
Key Vocabulary:
Hiroshima
Nagasaki
Atomic Bomb
Manhattan Project

Application Beyond School:

Students will become aware of ethical issues involved in war, terrorism and the response to terrorism.
UDL Connections (insert in sections where applicable)

A web-quest is a UDL tool in itself, which accomplishes multiple modalities.

Teacher Reflection and Notes:
This lesson plan was written for use with Jonathan Safran Foer’s novel Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close, but could be easily adapted for use with other novels.  It would also work well when studying World War II.
The author of this lesson plan recommends teaching a lesson on the Bombing of Dresden PRIOR TO the teading of Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close, as major characters in the novel survived that attack.
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