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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan 2007
Lesson Title:  Strengthen comprehension skills while completing research project. 

Created by: Kathleen Vessels
Lesson Abstract: Study Skills/Comprehension 
Subject Area: Grade Level: High School
Unit Title:  Graphic Organizer Boosts Comprehension

Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: Technology Productivity Tools, number 3.
Michigan High School Content Expectations Connection: Information Literacy Standard:
3. The student who is information literate uses information accurately and creatively.
Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit: 2 to 3 class periods/ 

100 to 150 minutes.
Instructional resources:  Class information (text books, content material, research information), applicable to various resources which students utilize to gain information.  Organizers such as inspiration, T-bar graph, concept map.  Highlighter pens, construction paper, glue.
Prior required technology skills: Key board skills, ability to navigate the www to review information for research topic.  Software to promote organizing key concepts and associating topics will be explored.    

 Sequence of Activities: High school students are assisted in creating concept maps. 

The teacher stands in front of the class and leads students in an activity to identify key vocabulary and main ideas from information they gather for a research topic.  (Students may tag the key concepts in various ways – highlight information, write down vocabulary words, and/or main ideas, list main ideas in an organizational software program such as inspiration etc…)

Teacher models/students open a word processing program and brainstorm a list of words or phrases that they associate with the research topic. Do not worry about spelling at this point. At the conclusion of generating the list of words, use the spell check program to check spelling.  This activity can be done as a group or on an individual basis. 

Teacher models/students refer to note cards for additional words and phrases to add to the list. A minimum of 30 words should be generated. When the list is completed, and spell check has been completed, print out the list. 

The list now needs to be cut into individual word strips. To speed this process, divide the list among students to cut. Suggestion: Have students put post-it glue on the list of words they are to cut BEFORE cutting. This also saves time. 

· On a regular sized piece of construction paper, have students paste words/main ideas. This is a holding and planning paper. It is not the final piece of construction paper on which they will create their concept map. 

· Next have students categorize the words on their planning paper and label the categories. 
· Students then sort the vocabulary/main ideas into the appropriate category.  

· Students discuss as a group, partners or individually with teacher the meanings of vocabulary/main ideas and identify the relationship/relevance of the idea with the category they have placed it in.

· Students review/reassign placement of ideas within the category they have been placed.

· Students take the categories and develop an outline for the research project.
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment: Teacher Observation
· Scoring Criteria: Student participation
· Post-Assessment:  Teacher observation
· Scoring Criteria:  This activity is designed to promote learning skills and strategies that continue to build comprehension.  The continued development and utilization of these strategies will be reflected as students perform better in class activities such as quizzes, tests, activities and projects.

Technology (hardware/software): Inspiration, various graphic organizers
Key Vocabulary: Dependent on the various content activities.
Application Beyond School:  Boosts life long literacy and capacity to learn, sort, associate and remember information.
UDL Connections (insert in sections where applicable)

Teacher Reflection and Notes:  Graphic organizers are usually considered as an organizational tool.  This activity is intended to expand teacher awareness that the graphic organizer (whichever type is utilized), is actually a very good tool to boost comprehension.  As students recognize, categorize, and associate key vocabulary and main ideas, they develop a better understanding of the information and how it relates to various content area topics. 
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