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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan 2007
Lesson Title: China’s Economy 
Created by: Michael Koebbe, Paula Samal, Karen Villegas 
Adapted from NewsHour Extra: China’s Economy lesson plan written by Laura Maupin (http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/world/china.html)
Lesson Abstract: China is the world's most populous nation and one with an economy that is growing at an amazing rate, lifting the Chinese out of poverty. Despite economic reforms and rapid growth, however, China remains a poor nation. One way to understand this fact is by comparing the Chinese economy to the one with which your students are most familiar, namely, the U.S. In this lesson, your students will examine the economies of the U.S. and China. Doing so will help them understand some of the ways in which life differs for American and Chinese people. This lesson is especially relevant in a government or economics class but may be used in any social studies class in which current events are discussed.
Subject Area: government/civics, economics, current events 

Grade Level: 9-12
Unit Title: Economics – The Global Economy
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
3. Technology productivity tools

a. Students use technology tools to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote creativity.

3.Students have access to and utilize assistive technology tools.

4.Students apply advanced software features such as an application’s built-in thesaurus, templates, and styles to improve the appearance of word processing documents, spreadsheets, and presentations.
Michigan High School Content Expectations Connection:

Pre-2007 Social Studies benchmarks:

1.4.5 Compare and contrast a free market economic system with other economic systems.

2.1.3 Develop generalizations pertaining to a specific social science topic by interpreting information from a variety of sources.

2.1.4
Conduct an investigation prompted by a social science question and compare alternative interpretations of their findings.

2.1.5
Report the results of their investigation including procedures followed and rationale for their conclusions.
From the draft of the 2007 High School Social Studies Content Expectations:


E3 – Economic Systems

Explain how different economic systems, including free market, command and mixed systems, coordinate and facilitate the exchange, production, distribution, and consumption of the goods and services.
21st Century Library Learning Standards (draft) – 


I. Learners use 21st century information skills, resources and tools to inquire, think critically, and gain knowledge.
Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit: This lesson is intended to take one or two class periods.
Instructional resources: handout, teacher key, computers with Internet access 
Prior required technology skills:


Basic computer operation (opening an Internet window, open and use a document. 
Sequence of Activities:

1. Ask your students to locate China on a classroom map if possible. Note how large it is and ask your students if there is another country as big as China. Look at the physical features of China (rivers, mountains, borders with Russia and Southeast Asia) What influence might these features have on the Chinese economy?
2. Develop background knowledge with the students by brainstorming a list of historical points of fact about China.  If possible, do this with Inspiration software on the LCD projector, but this can also be done with and overhead and transparency or chalk/whiteboard. 

After the brainstorming activity, make sure your students have the following background on Chinese history as it relates to China's growing economy. 

· When the People's Republic of China was founded in 1949 it's political and economic structure was modeled after that of the communist Soviet Union. 

· In the 1950s China conducted a massive economic and social reconstruction program. 

· In the late 1950s Mao broke with the Soviet model and began the Great Leap Forward with disastrous results such as widespread famine. 

· In the 1960s and 1970s Deng Xiaoping and other leaders pushed for pragmatic economic reforms. The Cultural Revolution was an ideological struggle within the Communist Party resulting in chaos and anarchy. 

· 1980s reform policies resulted in a rise in the standard of living while political dissent was suppressed. Special Economic Zones were established to phase in reforms while the commune system was dismantled and failing state-owned enterprises continued to be subsidized. 

· In the 1990s Deng's push for market-oriented reforms received official sanction. 

· China remains committed to economic reform and the creation of a socialist market economy.
2. Give your students the Handout and ask them to complete it. Provide them with computers with Internet access and the Web sites listed below. Students may work in pairs or small groups while conducting Internet research but should complete their handouts individually. Alternatively, you may provide printouts from the Web sites or assign Internet research as homework, as appropriate. 
UDL Connection: For any/all steps that require reading informational text on the computer, allow (teach) the students to use the Autosummarize function under “Tools” in Word, or some other Assistive Technology resource such as E-text Reader that will allow the students to hear the words as they read them. For Assisstive Technology resources that help students complete written assignments, the students can use an AlphaSmart Neo, or Write:Outloud types of resources.  For more information see http://nimas.cast.org/about/resources/index.html http://www.readingmadeeasy.com and http://donjohnston.com
Sites to use for completion of the assignment:
State Department: Background Note on China

http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/18902.htm
OECD Country Profile: U.S. http://stats.oecd.org/wbos/viewhtml.aspx?QueryName=29&QueryType=View&Lang=en
Econlink: GDP

http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/print.cfm?lesson=EM514
U.S. Census Bureau

http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/main.html?_lang=en
CIA World Factbook

http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/ch.html#Econ
U.N. Statistics on China

http://www.unescap.org/stat/data/apif/china_apif2004.pdf
World Bank statistics:

http://www.worldbank.org/data/countrydata/countrydata.html
Comparative statistics:

http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/infonation3/menu/advanced.asp
3. After your students have completed their handouts, ask them what they can conclude. Discuss the similarities and differences they found between these two economies. What can they deduct about how and why the daily lives of American and Chinese people differ? How can they account for the fact that so many Chinese remain poor while the Chinese economy is so large and is growing so rapidly? What share of the world's wealth does each country have, for example?
4. You may wish to have your students find out more about the daily lives of the Chinese people and how their lives are improving as the Chinese economy grows. Ask them to locate more relevant facts such as the following: life expectancy, infant mortality, health coverage, literacy, and access to clean water. They may then compare these statistics to those for the U.S. and perhaps other countries as well. What surprised them as they researched these facts? What can they find out about the kinds of jobs the Chinese have access to and about how life differs in the rural and urban areas of China? What impact are economic changes likely to have on the Chinese? On the world? Have students write about, present, and/or discuss their findings.

Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment: not applicable
· Scoring Criteria:

· Post-Assessment: completion of handout
· Scoring Criteria: successful completion of handout with a minimum of 80% accuracy.
Technology (hardware/software):

Computer with Internet access

For UDL connections they will need access to some Assistive Technology resources. 
Helpful but not necessary:


Inspiration software 

LCD projector


Overhead projector
Key Vocabulary:
Gross Domestic Product, GDP, inflation, employment, unemployment, unemployment rate, sector, per capita, exports, imports, trade, deficit, surplus, arable, consumption, production, 
Application Beyond School:


Students should be come more savvy consumers of imported products and have a better understanding of how the global economy will affect them.
UDL Connections (insert in sections where applicable)


See above
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