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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan 2007
Lesson Title:  Censorship

Created by: Sara VanAbel / Andy Skewis
Lesson Abstract: Students will use online resources to examine the reasons for and consequences of censorship in our culture.  Students will be able to create informed opinions on the subject of censorship
Subject Area:  ELA
Grade Level:  9-12
Unit Title: Fahrenheit 451
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
1. Students formulate and use evaluation criteria (authority, accuracy, relevancy, timeliness) for information located on the internet to present research findings.
2. Students determine if online sources are authoritative, valid, reliable, relevant, and comprehensive.
3. Students evaluate resources for stereotyping, prejudice, and misrepresentation.
Michigan High School Content Expectations Connection:


ELA CE 1.3.7 Participate collaboratively and productively in groups (e.g., response groups, work teams, discussion groups, and committees) – fulfilling roles and responsibilities, posing relevant questions, giving and following instructions, acknowledging and building on ideas and contributions of others to answer questions or to solve problems, and offering dissent courteously.


ELA CE 2.2.2 Examine the ways in which prior knowledge and personal experience affect the understanding of written, spoken, or multimedia text.


ELA CE 2.3.4 Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents ( e.g., historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, and subject-specific books).


ELA 2.3.8 Develop and apply personal, shared, and academic criteria to evaluate own and others’ oral, written, and visual texts.


ELA 3.2.4 Respond by participating actively and appropriately in small and large group discussions about literature (e.g., posing questions, listening to others, contributing ideas, reflecting on and revising initial responses).


ELA 3.4.3 Understand the ways people use media in their personal and public lives.

Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit: 3-4 Class periods
Instructional resources: 

Webquest Activity

Link to Judy Blume’s commentary for class discussion:

http://judyblume.com/articles/places-intro.html
Click on the links to help you find the answers to the questions.  

1.  Find and list ten frequently challenged or banned books.
	Name of Book
	Author
	Reason Banned

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


2.  What groups or types of individuals most frequently challenge or advocate censorship of materials?

3.  Censorship is when….


a.  Government limits free speech.


b.  Parents tell their kids what not to read.


c.  Private citizens try to ban books, movies, videos or 


     recordings.


d.  All of the above.

4.  What U.S. government document forbids censorship?


a.  U.S. Constitution


b.  Bill of Rights


c.  First Amendment


d.  All of the above

5.  What does the First Amendment protect?

6.  Who was the most banned author in the U.S. in the last 10 years?


a.  Judy Blume

b.  Robert Cormier

c.  J.K. Rowling

d.  Roald Dahl
7.  What other media are people trying to censor in addition to books?

8.  What is significant about the temperature Ray Bradbury used for the title of the novel you just read?

9.  List 10 other pieces written by Ray Bradbury.  

10.  Tinker v. Des Moines (1969) was a key case in defending freedom of speech.  Write a brief summary of the key points.  Be sure to include why it was so important.  

11.  The following is a list of books that are part of the required reading at Negaunee High School.  Follow the links, read about the books and fill in the chart.  

	Title
	Author
	Banned Yes or No?
	If Yes, reason banned

	The Giver
	
	
	

	The Outsiders
	
	
	

	The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
	
	
	

	To Kill a Mockingbird
	
	
	

	Diary of Anne Frank
	
	
	

	The Great Gatsby
	
	
	

	Catcher in the Rye
	
	
	

	Fallen Angels
	
	
	

	The Things They Carried
	
	
	

	A Separate Peace
	
	
	


12.  Which book was chosen as part of Monroe County's Big Read program for 2007? 

13.  List 5 anti-censorship organizations.  Include the city and state of their location.

14.  What is the YFEN and what are some of their goals?

15.  The internet is highly censored in China.  Look at the list of sites and choose 3 to answer the following questions:


a.  What is the name of the site?


b.  What is the topic of the site?


c.  Why do you feel the site is block by the Chinese 




government?

Write your answers here:


Site 1)


Site 2)


Site 3)

Prior required technology skills: Blogging, Word Processing, Internet Navigation

Sequence of Activities:

After reading the novel Fahrenheit 451, students will complete the web quest in pairs.  

Read and discuss the Judy Blume’s comments on censorship from her website. Students will use the classroom blog to view the webquest activity, access links and post their responses.

Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment: Class discussion of censorship as it relates to Fahrenheit 451.  Share personal experiences and current attitudes regarding censorship and book banning.

· Scoring Criteria: n/a
· Post-Assessment: Completion of webquest activity.

· Scoring Criteria: Teacher generated rubric
Technology (hardware/software): computers and internet access
Key Vocabulary: blog, censorship, challenged/banned
Application Beyond School: Censorship touches many aspects of society 

UDL Connections (insert in sections where applicable)

Teacher Reflection and Notes:
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