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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan 2007
Lesson Title:  Career Timeline – Unit Summary Activity


Created by: Shawna Anderson

Lesson Abstract: This is a project at the end of a unit of career exploration. The activity will pull together materials and techniques learned by students previously. It is intended to be a very individualized project. 
Subject Area: Life Skills/Career and Employability
Grade Level: High School
Unit Title: Career exploration
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 

Basic Operations and Concepts: 7, 9, 13

Social, Ethical and human Issues: 9, 10, 11, 12

Technology Productivity Tools: 3, 4, 9

Michigan High School Content Expectations Connection:

Career and Employability Skills:

Applied Academic Skills: HS 1,4,6

Career Planning: HS 1,3,4,5

Developing and Presenting Information: HS 1,2,6

Personal Management: HS 1,2,4,8,10,15

Organizational Skills: HS 1,3,7,8,9,10

Understanding Systems: HS 8,9,10,11,13

Using Employability Skills: HS 3,4,5,6,7,8

Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:
Will vary by class, but at least 2-3 class sessions to ensure students understand process. Students can have time outside of class to complete project, but the actual completion time can be set by the class. 

Instructional resources: Students will need internet and computer availability, time to work on project and if possible time to go out in to the community (if desired) to interview, take pictures or video and seek other resources. 

Prior required technology skills: Students will need to be able to do directed research (given web sites to start from) and use programs to create presentation in desired format. (Students can chose format – power point, movie,  slide show, etc.)

Students will also need to be able to go to directed web site and create a rubric or checklist for self grading. 

Sequence of Activities:  Upon completion of a unit about career preparation students will be given this project instead of a test to show mastery. Students should have successfully completed activities including interest/aptitude surveys, career research, resume writing, basic interviewing skills as well as some work in personal finance (income and payroll taxes).

Give students hand out with requirements for final project and discuss the purpose of the project. As a class, decide how much time you want to spend in class and out of class to complete this project. (This will vary with resource availability, relative importance to teacher and students, etc.)

It is a good idea to spend at least 1-2 class sessions working on this in class so that the teacher can monitor student progress and understanding. If large amounts of time are given outside of class it may be helpful to meet with students individually on a regular basis to monitor continued progress.

Suggested web sites for use:

http://stats.bls.gov/search/ooh.asp?ct=OOH (U.S. Department of Labor web site for career research)

http://pblchecklist.4teachers.org/ (Web site for checklist creation)

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php (Web site for rubric creation)
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment: Students should have successfully completed class activities prior to beginning project. If there are areas of weakness, students should be aware of them and work to overcome them in the final project. 

· Post-Assessment: Students will present a finished project to the class about their research findings and personal plans. 

· Scoring Criteria: Scoring should be based on a check list or rubric designed by individual students or the class PRIOR to starting project. These should reflect goals of project (demonstrating mastery of topic) as well as public speaking/presentation skills. 

Technology (hardware/software):
Students will need access to internet for search purposes. Access to additional software is flexible, but students should be allowed to use whatever programs they are familiar/trained on.

Key Vocabulary: None for this particular assignment since it is a review/summary project.
Application Beyond School: The whole purpose of this project is to help students connect in school learning with future goals and plans. Upon completion, students should have an individualized plan for their future vocational aspirations. 

UDL Connections (insert in sections where applicable)

This lesson allows students to personalize the project to their interests and abilities. It also allows students to use technology to research information and prepare presentations at their ability level and using whatever modality is a strength. This degree of customization without singling students out is ideal for special education classes. 
Teacher Reflection and Notes: I have given this assignment to high school special education students (students with various learning disabilities) as part of a year end class project. Students surprised me with the their detail and enthusiasm. An often repeated student comment is that this project was ‘cool’ because it was personal. 

Following is a sample of a student handout used to introduce students to project. This is by no means the only way to outline the  project and should be customized to individual classroom needs. 

Personal Career Timeline Assignment

Okay, so you’ve learned what job you may be interested in, how to create a great resume, how to interview and impress those who hire, and how to figure out your paycheck. Now what? Now you take that information and make it personal. You are going to research your chosen (realistic) dream job, create a real resume aimed at that job and figure out if you can get rich doing it! You are going to prepare a presentation for the class outlining your plan for success. 

This is your chance to be creative and have fun! There is no limit on how you present your information (as long as it is school appropriate!) and you can use whatever tools are available. The only requirements (you knew there had to be some!) are:

· Job title and description – we need to know what this job is and what it does

· Training- what do you need to do in high school and after to prepare for your job?

· Job outlook- what are the chances of you getting this job? Will you need to relocate?

· What can you put on your resume to make you stand out from the crowd? 

· What are some questions specific to your job that you might face in the interview and how will you answer them?

· Talk to someone in this field- what advice can they give you?

· Using national statistics, how much money can you expect to make your first year? Remember, there are state and federal income taxes to take out!

· Do you need to do any training after your are hired? Can you advance in this job? 

· After you have been employed a few years (say about 10) how much can you expect to make? Again remember taxes!

You will have 2 class sessions to start this project and it will be due in two weeks. Within the two class days you need to create a checklist or rubric for grading your project and it will need to be approved by the teacher. 
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