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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan 2007
Lesson Title:  Degree of Comparison
Created by:  Jill Wellman
Lesson Abstract:  The students will be able to indicate degrees of comparison.
Subject Area:  Language Arts
Grade Level:  6
Unit Title: Grammar: Parts of Speech
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
BASIC OPERATIONS AND CONCEPTS

1. use proper keyboarding posture, finger positions, and touch-typing techniques to improve accuracy, speed, and general efficiency in operating a computer

2. use appropriate technology terminology

3. use a variety of technology tools (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, grammar-checker, calculator) to maximize the accuracy of technology-produced products

4. understand that new technology tools can be developed to do what could not be done without the use of technology
TECHNOLOGY PRODUCTIVITY TOOLS

1. apply common software features (e.g., thesaurus, formulas, charts, graphics, sounds) to enhance communication and to support creativity

2. use a variety of technology resources, including the internet, to increase learning and productivity

TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH TOOLS

1. use a variety of Web search engines to locate information
Michigan High School Content Expectations Connection:

Writing, Grammar and Usage
W.GR.06.01 in the context of writing, correctly use style conventions (e.g., Modern

Language Association Handbook) and a variety of grammatical structures in writing

including indefinite and predicate pronouns; transitive and intransitive 
- 1 -verbs; adjective and

adverbial phrases; adjective and adverbial subordinate clauses; comparative adverbs and

adjectives; superlatives, conjunctions; compound sentences; appositives; independent and

dependent clauses; introductory phrases; periods; commas; quotation marks; and use of

underlining and italics for specific purposes.

Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:
Estimated total time: 50 minutes

Daily estimate: 50 minute

Number of days: 1
Instructional resources:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/words/grammar/interestsentences/adverbs/worksheet.shtml   Grammar Worksheet
http://one.middle.nettrekker.com/results/?tree=M106280  Parts of speech handout: degrees of comparison
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/words/grammar/interestsentences/adverbs/tutor.shtml   Grammar Worksheet: Answer Key 
Prior required technology skills: Basic computer skills 
Sequence of Activities:  
Adverbs.ppt.mht
- 2 - (powerpoint presentation)

Discussion of:  Adverbs - degrees of comparison
Adverbs are often used to make the meaning of a verb or other adverb stronger or weaker. This is known as 'degrees of comparison'.

What are they? 
The positive degree is the simple form of the adverb: slowly, early.
e.g. 'He walked slowly.'

The comparative degree is used to compare two actions: slower, more slowly, earlier.
e.g. 'Sarah walked more slowly than Ben.'

The superlative comparison is used to compare three or more: slowest, earliest.
e.g. 'We all take our time, but I walk the slowest of all.' 

How do you make them? 
Adverbs of one syllable usually form the comparative by adding - er and form the superlative by adding - est 
'hard' (positive) - 'harder' (comparative) - 'hardest' (superlative) 

Adverbs of two syllables or more generally form the comparative by adding more and the superlative by adding most.
'quickly' (positive) - 'more quickly' (comparative) - 'most quickly' (superlative) 

Examples of exceptions 
badly: worse (comparative) - worst (superlative).
well: better (comparative) - best (superlative).
far: farther (comparative) - farthest (superlative).

Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment:
Forming the Comparative or Superlative

Choosing between the suffix -er or -est and the preceding more/most depends on the number of syllables in the positive form of the adjective or adverb. Usually, adjectives and adverbs of one syllable take the suffix (-er/-est) and those of more than one syllable take the preceding more/most. Sometimes adjectives with a second syllable which is not very distinct, take the suffix. 

	Positive
	Comparative
	Superlative

	big 
	
	

	Lousy
	
	lousiest

	Pretty
	
	prettiest

	
	more quiet or quieter
	most quiet or quietest

	Astounding
	
	most astounding


Some comparatives and superlatives have irregular forms:

	Positive
	Comparative
	Superlative

	Adjectives:
	 
	 

	good
	
	best

	well
	better
	

	bad
	
	worst

	far
	farther/further
	

	little
	
	least

	many
	
	most

	much
	more
	

	some
	
	most

	Adverbs:
	 
	 

	badly
	worse
	worst

	ill
	worse
	

	
	better
	best


· Scoring Criteria:

The student is asked to fill in the red area.  (The red words are the missing words.)

	Positive
	Comparative
	Superlative

	big 
	bigger
	biggest

	Lousy
	lousier
	lousiest

	Pretty
	prettier
	prettiest

	Quiet
	more quiet or quieter
	most quiet or quietest

	Astounding
	more astounding
	most astounding


Some comparatives and superlatives have irregular forms:
	Positive
	Comparative
	Superlative

	Adjectives:
	 
	 

	good
	better
	best

	well
	better
	best

	bad
	worse
	worst

	far
	farther/further
	farthest/furthest

	little
	less
	least

	many
	more
	most

	much
	more
	most

	some
	more
	most

	Adverbs:
	 
	 

	badly
	worse
	worst

	ill
	worse
	worst

	well
	better
	best


· Post-Assessment:
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Grammar: Adverbs worksheet 3

@ Look at the sentences below. Can you use a comparison adverb in
the second sentence? Here are two examples:
Tracey dives gracefully. Sharon dives more gracefully.
Jamil works hard in the gym. Sereya works the hardest in the gym.
Steve often works late at the office, but John regularly works

The mouse ran quickly into the room, but the cat caught up as it ran
Sarah thought she had arrived early at the party, but Paul had arrived

Simon ran slowly around the course, but Mary was the

in the race.

I go to the cinema regularly during the summer but

during the winter.

The car park was busy so Tim parked far away from the shops, but
Susanhadtopark — away.

My friend Sheila performed well in her driving test with only 6 faults,
but her sister performed — with only 4 faults.

T have recently given up eating junk food, but

given up smoking.

Marchester Urited played badly on Saturday, losing 2-0, but out of
the entire Premiership Chelsea playedthe —on
Saturday, losing 5-0.

Andy workedthe — out of all his college friends as he
always came top in exam results.





· Scoring Criteria:
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Grammar: Adverbs worksheet 3 - answers

@ Did your answers look like these?
Note: * this is an iregular adverb and does not follow the same
pattemn as the others

Steve often works late at the office, but John regularly works
later.

The mouse ran quickly into the room, but the cat caught up as it ran
more quickly.

Sarah thought she had arrived early at the party, but Paul had arrived
earlier.

Simon ran slowly around the course, but Mary was the slowest

in the race.

I go to the cinema regularly during the summer but more regularly
during the winter.

The car park was busy so Tim parked far away from the shops, but
Susan had to park  farther * away.

My friend Sheila performed well in her driving test with only 6 faults,
but her sister performed better * with only 4 faults.

T have recently given up eating junk food, but more recently

given up smoking.

Marchester United played badly on Saturday, losing 2-0, but out of
the entire Premiership Chelsea played the worst * on

Saturday, losing 5-0.

Andy worked the hardest out of all his college friends as he

always came top in exam results.

B|B|C





Technology (hardware/software): Access to computer lab, one computer per student.
Key Vocabulary: basic grammar for parts of speech
Application Beyond School:

UDL Connections (insert in sections where applicable)

Teacher Reflection and Notes:
Be careful not to create a double comparative or superlative. 

Examples:

    Adjective - comparative:

    incorrect - Today is more colder than yesterday.

    correct   - Today is colder than yesterday.

    (The day can be either colder or not, it cannot be more colder.)

    Adverb - superlative:

    incorrect - She is the most fastest runner.

    correct   - She is the fastest runner.

    (She is either the fastest runner or she is not, she cannot be the most fastest.)


Some adjectives and adverbs do not have comparatives or superlatives because they are already absolute in meaning: 

Examples:   unique, Roman, dead, favorite, empty.

    incorrect: The tour guide was very French.
    The tour guide has to be either a French person or not,

    so cannot be described as "very" French.

    incorrect: The antique was the most unique.
    Unique means one of a kind. Something cannot be more one of a

    kind than it already is.

    incorrect: This is my most favorite toy.
    Again, favorite means something you like above all others.

    If it is your favorite, how can it be any more so than it already is?
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