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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan 2007
Lesson Title:  ACT Practice Writing Prompt
Created by:  Natalie Purcell
Lesson Abstract:  Students will practice writing an essay for the MME/ACT exam.  The topic is as follows:  Title IX is a federal law that was enacted in 1972 to provide both males and females with equal participation and opportunities in public high schools and universities.  While this law applies to issues like academics and housing, it is usually applied in reference to sports.  This means that public schools must provide approximately the same number of athletic opportunities for both males and females.  While some sports have gender equivalents, such as track, swimming, basketball, or baseball and softball, other sports do not.  For example, there is usually no male volleyball or cheerleading team at a school.  Nor do you see female football, wrestling, or hockey teams at most schools.  Do you think that a female should be allowed to play on a male sports team, and that a male should be allowed to play on a female sports team if there is no gender equivalent for his or her preferred sport?
Subject Area:  ELA

Grade Level:  11
Unit Title:  ACT Test Preparation
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection:  Technology Productivity Tools, number 3.
Michigan High School Content Expectations Connection:  1.3.1, 1.3.2, 1.3.3, 1.3.4, 1.3.5, 1.3.9, 1.4.3, 1.4.5, 1.5.1, 1.5.4, 4.1.1, 4.1.2, 4.1.4, 4.1.5
Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:  1 class period

Instructional resources:  computers with e-Text Reader and Talking Word Processor, pens/pencils and paper if students prefer
Prior required technology skills:  knowledge of using e-Text Reader and Talking Word Processor
Sequence of Activities:  
1. Read the prompt. (Use e-Text Reader if student wants to. *UDL)

2. List or underline ten key words from the writing prompt.

3. Write an introduction that clearly states the writer’s opinion and briefly mentions  

    the supporting reasons. (Use Talking Word Processor if student wants to. *UDL)

4. Write a paragraph that acknowledges a counter-argument and briefly states the 
    reasons why the opposition may believe as they do.

5. Write a body that describes and gives examples supporting the writer’s reasons.

6. Write a conclusion that restates the writer’s opinion, including a Core Democratic 
    Value.
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment:  class discussion
· Scoring Criteria:  participation
· Post-Assessment:  final essay
· Scoring Criteria:  essay content, organization, spelling/grammar, and all required elements present
Technology (hardware/software):  PCs, e-Text Reader, Talking Word Processor
Key Vocabulary:  enact, gender, equivalent, opportunity
Application Beyond School:  Students will practice brainstorming, pre-writing, and writing for the MME/ACT exam, which counts as their college entrance exam.  They will also practice critical thinking skills, including forming opinions and developing reasons, examples, and explanations to support their opinions.  These skills apply to college education and the workplace.
UDL Connections (insert in sections where applicable):  
Recognition Networks – using e-Text Reader and Talking Word Processor
Strategic Networks – class discussion, brainstorming, and independent writing
Affective Networks – discussion making the lesson relevant to students’ lives
Teacher Reflection and Notes:  Students may need the teacher to lead a discussion that includes examples of males and females playing on teams for the opposite gender.
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