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Lesson Title:  Our School Community
Created by: Jeanne Carter
Lesson Abstract:   In this lesson the students will learn about their classroom and school, the people that work there and what they do, and the location of major places at the school – classroom, cafeteria/all-purpose room, playground, library/media center, etc.
Subject Area:   Social Studies
Grade Level:  Kindergarten 
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 

Basic Operations and Concepts:

1.  understand that people use many types of technologies in their daily lives
7.  use a variety of age-appropriate technologies for sharing information


Social, Ethical, and Human Issues:

6. understand that technology is a tool to help complete a task
7. understand that technology is a source of information, learning and entertainment

Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:


 Soc.II.3.EE.1  All students will describe, compare, and explain the locations and characteristics of economic activities, trade, political activities, migration, information flow, and the interrelationships among them.  (Location, movement and connections)

1. Identify locations of significance in their immediate environment and explain reasons for their locations.
Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:


Estimated time:  120 minutes instructional time (teachers will print pictures outside of student class time)

Daily estimate:  30 minutes


Number of days:  4 

Instructional resources:   School map, classroom map, Welcome to Kindergarten  by Anne Rockwell
Prior required technology skills:  Teachers will be familiar with the use of a digital camera including downloading the pictures to their computer.
Sequence of Activities:

· Classroom teacher will discuss the classroom and location of all important areas within the room
· Classroom teacher will read the book “Welcome to Kindergarten” to the class

· Classroom teacher will take the students on a walking “field trip” throughout the building to locate the various important places that the students will need to become aware of, meeting the people that work in or around those places (Principal/Principal’s office, Cook/Cafeteria, etc)
· Students will be divided into small groups, each assigned a location in the school.   Each small group will be given a brief introduction to the digital camera (how to hold it – using neck strap for security, how to take a picture).  When visiting a particular area of the school each member of that group will take a picture of the location and any related personnel for that area of the school.    Teacher should make note of the student and the picture taken for later.

· Teacher will download pictures, print onto half sheets of paper.  On the back of the picture label with student name and location/person shown.    
· All pictures could be bound into a book for students to access during free time or placed on a bulletin board.   
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment:  Teacher will ask students in a group format if they know the names and locations of various important people/places in the school (principal, janitor, cook, gym/all-purpose room, office, library, etc)
· Post-Assessment:  Teacher can use the bound book or the bulletin board to informally assess students’ knowledge of the school and the people that work there
Technology (hardware/software):  Digital camera, software to view images before printing, printer.
Key Vocabulary:  location, movement, connections, digital camera, community
Application Beyond School:  Students will be able to discuss with family and friends the location of important spots within the school setting as well as those people that work in those locations.   
Teacher Reflection and Notes:
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