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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan
Lesson Title:  Levels of Government: Who’s Regulating My Behavior? 
Created by: Blaine Betts
Lesson Abstract: This lesson introduces the division of powers into three levels of jurisdiction and explores some reasons why the Framers created such a complex form of government.  This system can be confusing to students who of don’t know which level of government is responsible for matters of interest to them. 
Subject Area: United States Government 
Grade Level:  9-12
Unit Title:  Constitutional Principles
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: BASIC OPERATIONS AND CONCEPTS 

9. Routinely apply touch-typing techniques with advanced accuracy, speed, and efficiency.

11. Students identify common graphic, audio, and video file formats.
SOCIAL, ETHICAL, AND HUMAN ISSUES

10. Students adhere to the district acceptable use policy as well as state and federal laws.
TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH TOOLS

1.  Students compare, evaluate, and select appropriate internet search engines to locate information.

3.  Students distinguish between fact, opinion, point of view, and inference.
6.  Students develop a plan to gather information using various research strategies.
Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection:  Not Applicable
Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection: III. Civic Perspective

HS Content Standard 1 Purposes of Government

1. Explain the advantages and disadvantages of a federal system of government.

2. Evaluate how effectively the federal government is serving the purposes for which it was created.

HS Content Standard 2 Ideals of American Democracy.
2. Use the ideas in the Declaration of Independence to evaluate the conduct of citizens, political behavior, and the practices of government.

HS Content Standard 4 American Government and Politics

2. Analyze causes of tension between the branches of government.

.
Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit: Two 50 minute periods
Instructional resources: (1) “We the People”…The Citizen and the Constitution, Level III text (1995), Lesson 22, The Center for Civic Education. 
 (2) Representative Democracy in America, Video Series Lesson 2. 

 (3) PowerPoint:Federalism, Dr. Robert Sterken (attached.)
(4) Flash-based simulation site, An Ordinary Day, (attached.)
Prior required technology skills: 
Web searching
Graphic design/word processing
Prior required reading: 

Lesson 22: How Is Power Divided Between the Federal and State Governments?

Pages 113-116
Sequence of Activities:

1. Ask: “How has government affected your life today?” 
Teams of two list activities from the time the alarm awakened them to the present time.  Have them speculate how government rules or laws may have played a part in regulating the activity.  

Post responses on board chronologically and list possible government rule.  e.g.: 

· Alarm rings-Time zones established by laws of states and counties

· Drink orange juice-Food and Drug Administration establishes nutrition, freshness and storage standards

· Ride to school-Local school district and state laws regulate school bus color, warning lights, seatbelt requirement, driver’s credentials

2. Direct students to http://congress.indiana.edu/learn_about/launcher.htm
Select The Impact of Congress. This is an interactive website which provides more than a score of examples of how governments regulate citizens’ lives.  Students are responsible to take notes or otherwise commit to memory several examples of governmental powers on national, state, and local levels.
2. Direct teams to discuss and brainstorm answers to the following questions:
· How many different governments affect us through laws, ordinances and regulations?

· What principal areas of activity are regulated by these governments:
· National

· State

· County

· Township/municipal

· School District

Once students have completed this task, ask each team to report answers.

3. View video series Representative Democracy in America (Center for Civic Education, 2006), program two.
Or

View Power Point presentation Constitutional Basis of Federalism by Dr. Robert Sterken, University of Texas at Tyler.
4. Respond to viewing questions:

· What branches of government were created by Articles I, II, III, of the Constitution?

· What are some powers granted to the national government?

· What are some powers reserved by the states?

· What are some powers shared by the state, federal, and local governments?

· What did the Framers hope to achieve by creating a federal system of government?  Were they successful?

· Which government activities do you think are best handled at the national level and which at the state level?
· Explain a situation in which the state government should make a law without interference by the national government.
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment: Students define and discuss key terms: federal, state, local then match each level with actions described in opening activity.
· Scoring Criteria: Self assessed following post response discussion.
· Post-Assessment: Using desktop publishing software, create a Venn diagram.  Label one circle “Powers of National Government” and a series of fifty smaller circles, around and partially intersected by the larger circle’s circumference, “Powers Reserved to the States.”  Use key to indicate specific powers in each jurisdiction.  The areas where the circles overlap should be labeled “Concurrent Powers” and examples of these shared powers should be included in the key. 
· Scoring Criteria: Teacher assessment of Venn Diagram and quiz using An Ordinary Day rubric at link above. (http://congress.indiana.edu)
Technology (hardware/software): Computer for each student; data projector.
Key Vocabulary: federalism, confederation, decentralized, checks and balances, separation of powers, central government, reserved powers, concurrent (shared) powers, enumerated (expressed) powers, jurisdiction, representative democracy, public policy.
Application Beyond School: Skill development leading to greater effectiveness as an active citizen.
Teacher Reflection and Notes:  This plan was produced in a workshop setting and has not been tested in the classroom.
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