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    How did the events in which John Brown was involved affect his beliefs and feelings about slavery?   Did the events that John Brown was exposed to lead to his beliefs and actions?  
       Students will complete a timeline of important events in their own lives since    birth. Students will make comparisons between their own lives and major events in the US and the world.  This will allow students to see that their lives may have been affected by national and international events.

   The class will be divided into cooperative groups of 4-5. Each group will be given 1 to 2 events from John Brown's timeline to investigate. They will study the timeline to see how John Brown’s life may have been influenced by events in the United States.  They will then go to the computer lab to individually do inquiry to gain insights about John Brown’s life and the world that he was a part of.  

   Within the cooperative groups, students will share their new individual understandings with each other and then with the class in an open discussion forum.
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     A book will be read aloud to the class the book …..JOHN BROWN  One Man Against Slavery By Gwen Everett.  This book was written from the perspective of Annie Brown…..one of John Brown’s daughters.  It contains a collection of vivid paintings that radiate the intensity and intrigue of the legendary abolitionist…..John Brown. 

   Based on the research, students will do a language arts integration piece on PARAGRAPH WRITING.  Students will each write a paragraph, based on research in response to one of the focus questions (above in blue).  The paragraph will be a simple paragraph consisting of a TOPIC SENTENCE, 3 “WRITING FOR DETAIL” SENTENCES, and A CLOSURE SENTENCE.  PEER EDITING and TEACHER/STUDENT CONFERENCING will reinforce good paragraph writing techniques.  
     Students will PEER CRITIQUE paragraphs while working in pairs.  One-on-one teacher/student conferencing to discuss mechanics of individual paragraph writing will also be done.  A FINAL “PUBLISHED” DRAFT of the paragraph will be typed on the computer (*students may add clip art) and printed out.
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Subject Area:  Social Studies



Grade Level:  3-4-5
Unit of Study:  John Brown / Harper’s Ferry
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 

BASIC OPERATIONS AND CONCEPTS
6. manage and maintain files on a hard drive or the network 

7. demonstrate proper care in the use of hardware, software, peripherals, and storage media 

8. know how to exchange files with other students using technology (e.g., e-mail attachments, network file sharing, diskettes, flash drives) 
SOCIAL, ETHICAL, AND HUMAN ISSUES
4. discuss the accuracy, relevance, appropriateness, and bias of electronic information sources 

5. discuss scenarios describing acceptable and unacceptable uses of technology (e.g., computers, digital cameras, cell-phones, PDAs, wireless connectivity) and describe consequences of inappropriate use 

7. use age-appropriate citing of sources for electronic reports 

TECHNOLOGY PRODUCTIVITY TOOLS
1. know how to use menu options in applications to print, format, add multimedia features; open, save, manage files; and use various grammar tools (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, and spell-checker) 

2. know how to insert various objects (e.g., photos, graphics, sound, and video) into word processing documents, presentations, or web documents 

3.  use a variety of technology tools and applications to promote creativity 

5. collaborate with classmates using a variety of technology tools to plan, organize, and create a group project
TECNOLOGY COMMUNICATION TOOLS
2. use a variety of media and formats to create and edit products (e.g., presentations, newsletters, brochures, web pages) to communicate information and ideas to various audiences 

3.  identify how different forms of media and formats may be used to share similar information, depending on the intended audience (e.g., presentations for classmates, newsletters for 
parents) 
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TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH TOOLS
1. use Web search engines and built-in search functions of other various resources to locate information 

2. describe basic guidelines for determining the validity of information accessed from various sources (e.g., web site, dictionary, on-line newspaper, CD-ROM) 

3. know how to independently use existing databases (e.g., library catalogs, electronic dictionaries, encyclopedias) to locate, sort, and interpret information on an assigned topic 

4. perform simple queries on existing databases and report results on an assigned topic 

5. identify appropriate technology tools and resources by evaluating the accuracy, appropriateness, and bias of the resource 

6. compare and contrast the functions and capabilities of the word processor, database, and spreadsheet for gathering data, processing data, performing calculations, and reporting results
TECHNOLOGY PROBLEM-SOLVING AND DECISION-MAKING TOOLS
1. use technology resources to access information that can assist in making informed decisions about everyday matters (e.g., which movie to see, which product to purchase) 

2. use information and communication technology tools (e.g., calculators, probes, videos, DVDs, educational software) to collect, organize, and evaluate information to assist with solving real-life problems (personal or community) 

Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection:
*NOT AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME
Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:

 Michigan Content Standards and Benchmarks
Strand I. Historical Perspective

Students use knowledge of the past to construct meaningful understanding of our diverse cultural heritage and to inform their civic judgments.

Standard I.I Time and Chronology

All students will sequence chronologically the following eras of American History and key events within these eras in order to examine relationships and to explain cause and effect
Standard I.2 Comprehending the Past

All students will understand narratives about major eras of American and world history by identifying the people involved, describing the setting, and sequencing the events.

Standard I.3 Analyzing and Interpreting the Past

All students will reconstruct the past by comparing interpretations written by others from a variety of perspectives and creating narratives from evidence.

Standard I.4 Judging Decisions from the Past

All students will evaluate key decisions made at critical turning points in history by assessing their implications and long-term consequences.

Strand II. Geographic Perspective

Standard II.I Diversity of People, Places, and Cultures

All students will describe, compare, and explain the locations and characteristics of places, cultures, and settlements.

Standard II.2 Human/Environment Interaction

All students will describe, compare, and explain the locations and characteristics of ecosystems, resources, human adaptation, environmental impact, and the interrelationships among them.

Strand III. Civic Perspective

Students will use knowledge of American government and politics to make informed decisions about governing their communities.

Standard III.I Purposes of Government

All students will identify the purposes of national, state, and local governments in the United States, describe how citizens organize government to accomplish their purposes and assess their effectiveness.

Standard III.3 Democracy in Action

All students will describe the political and legal processes created to make decisions, seek consensus, and resolve conflicts in a free society.

Standard III.4 American Government and Politics

All students will explain how American governmental institutions at the local, state, and federal levels provide for the limitation and sharing of power and how the nation’s political system provides for the exercise of power

Strand V. Inquiry

Students will use methods of social science investigation to answer questions about society.

Standard V.I Information Processing

All students will acquire information from books, maps, newspapers, data sets, and other sources, organize and present the information in maps, graphs, charts, and time lines, interpret the meaning and significance of information, and use a variety of electronic technologies to assist in accessing and managing information.

Standard V.2 Conducting Investigations

All students will conduct investigations by formulating a clear statement of a question, gathering and organizing information from a variety of sources, analyzing and interpreting information, formulating and testing hypotheses, and reporting results both orally and in writing, and making use of appropriate technology.

Strand VI. Public Discourse and Decision Making

Students will analyze public issues and construct and express thoughtful positions on these issues.

Standard VI.I Identifying and Analyzing Issues

All students will state an issue clearly as a question of public policy, trace the origins of the issue, analyze various perspectives people bring to the issue, and evaluate possible ways to resolve the issue.

Standard VI.2 Group Discussion

All students will engage their peers in constructive conversation about matters of public concern by clarifying issues, considering opposing views, applying democratic values, anticipating consequences, and working toward making decisions.

Standard VI.3 Persuasive Writing

All students will compose coherent written essays that express a position on a public issue and justify the position with reasoned arguments.

Strand VII. Citizen Involvement

Students will act constructively to further the public good.

Standard VII.I Responsible Personal Conduct

All students will consider the effects of an individual’s actions on other people, how one acts in accordance with the rule of law, and how one acts in a virtuous and ethically responsible way as a member of society.

W R I T I N G:…..WRITING GENRES

Students will…

W.GN.06.02 Write an essay (e.g., personal, persuasive, or comparative) for authentic audiences that includes organizational patterns that support key ideas.

W.GN.06.03 Formulate research questions using multiple resources and perspectives that allow them to organize, analyze, and explore problems and pose solutions that culminate in a presented, final project.

WRITING PROCESS

W.PR.06.03 Review and revise their drafts with audience and purpose in mind regarding consistent voice and genre characteristics.

W.PR.06.04 Write for a specific purpose by using paragraphs, sentence variety, and voice to meet the needs of an audience (e.g. word choice, level of formality, example).
Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:
· Daily Time Allocation:  1 HOUR CLASSES
· Number of Days:  1 WEEK
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Sequence of Activities:

Students' Timeline

   Students will complete a timeline of important events in their own lives since birth. Students will make comparisons between their own lives and major events in the US and the world (see document below).  This will allow students to see that their lives may have been affected by national and international events.

John Brown's Early Biography
   The class will be divided into cooperative groups of 4-5. Each group will be given 1 to 2 events from John Brown's timeline (see document below) to investigate. They will individually do inquiry (have websites bookmarked for students and have primary documents and personal accounts) to gain insights about John Brown’s life and the world that he was a part of.  

Possible websites for inquiry:

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p1550.html
http://www.civilwarhome.com/johnbrownbio.htm
http://www.territorialkansasonline.org/cgiwrap/imlskto/index.php?SCREEN=personalities&topic_id=151&search=Brown,%20John,%201800-1859
http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/johnbrown/browntohenrystearns.html

Students' New Understandings
· Within the cooperative groups, students will share their new understandings with each other and then with the class in an open discussion forum.

· Read aloud to the class the book …..JOHN BROWN  One Man Against Slavery
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By Gwen Everett.  This book was written from the perspective of Annie Brown…..one of John Brown’s daughters.  It contains a collection of vivid paintings that radiate the intensity and intrigue of the legendary abolitionist…..John Brown.  Display the pictures on a document camera if possible as you read the story to your class.
· Students will each write a paragraph, based on research after studying John Brown, in response to one of the focus questions:    
· How did the events in which John Brown was involved affect his beliefs and feelings about slavery?   
· Did the events that John Brown was exposed to lead to his beliefs and actions? 
     The paragraph will be a simple paragraph consisting of a TOPIC SENTENCE (By restating one of the above focus questions), 3 “WRITING FOR DETAIL” SENTENCES (to support the chosen focus question), and A CLOSURE SENTENCE. (see worksheet below)

· Students will peer critique paragraphs while working in pairs (handout cards are below to run off)

· One-on-one teacher/student conferencing to discuss mechanics of individual paragraph writing

· Final draft of paragraph typed on computer (*students may add clip art) and printed out
Assessments:
· Pre-Assessment:  PERSONAL TIMELINE to understand that their lives may have been effected by historical events
· Scoring Criteria:  None
· Post-Assessment:  PARAGRAPH WRITING
· Scoring Criteria:  PARAGRAPH WRITING PRODUCT DESCRIPTOR RUBRIC
Technology (hardware/software):
· SET OF CLASSROOM COMPUTERS WITH INTERNET ACCESS

· PROJECTOR

· DOCUMENT CAMERA TO DISPLAY BOOK AS IT IS READ ALOUD TO CLASS

· PRINTER

Key Vocabulary:

· slavery 

· abolition 

· expansion 

· primary sources

· inquiry

· support with evidence

· construct an answer

· investigation

· technology

· proofread and edit

· word processing

· access information

Application Beyond School:

· Students may want to do a DEBATE @ home with their family over issues raised in their research on John Brown.  Hopefully, students will realize that their lives and their futures may be affected by current events and national/international issues.

· Team-building skills are carried into other areas of the student’s life

Teacher Reflection and Notes:

· When working in the Internet with elementary grade students, I advise that you never send the students out onto the entire Internet.  It is too overpowering for them and most of the sites are for adult comprehension.  Take the time to find and bookmark 1-2 sites that are appropriate for your grade level.  It is time well spent.
· Go over and discuss and practice cooperative learning rules if you don’t already have those in place within your classroom
· Assign roles within the cooperative groups to make each member accountable for the learning:

· Task Master

· Times Keeper

· Recorder

· Researcher/s

*Rotate roles each class

· Present the assessment pieces at the beginning of the lesson so students are aware of what they need to do each day to be successful.

· Continually float around from group to group acting as a “coach on the sidelines.”  Make sure each group reflects on the progress of the daily learning and makes a plan for success for the next class.
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Instructional resources are below:
PERSONAL TIMELINE/U.S. TIMELINE
Fill in the left-hand side of the chart with major memories of what you did in each year:
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 Major Events Affecting Your Life:
	Major Events Affecting the United States:

	1995 -
	1995 –
· April 19th, 1995 The Murrah Federal Building was bombed 



	1996 –


	1996 – 
· Summer Olympics held in Atlanta

· President Clinton re-elected for a second term

	1997 –


	1997 – 
· Mr. Rogers received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame 

· Hale-Bobb Comet visible from Earth 

· The first book of the Harry Potter series (Harry Potter and the Sorcerers Stone) was published

·  Princess Diana of Whales was killed in an automobile accident

	1998 –


	1998 – 

· El Nino causes severe weather throughout the western hemisphere

	1999 –


	1999 – 
· Y2K – A fear that all computers would crash during the change of year to 2000.  

	2000 –


	2000 – 
· George W. Bush elected president

	2001 –


	2001 – 
· September 11, World Trade Center, Pentagon and Flight 93 bombed by terrorists

· Harry Potter and the Sorcerers Stone movie were released at the box office.  

	2002 –


	2002 – 
· Winter Olympics held in Salt Lake City, Utah

· Jennifer Granholm elected the first woman governor of Michigan

	2003 –


	2003 – 
· March 20th, U.S. troops invaded Iraq

· February 1st, Space shuttle Columbia explodes during re-entry



	2004 –


	2004 –
· George W. Bush re-elected president

· Tsunami hit December 26th, 2004 in the Indian Ocean.  Thousands of people were killed instantly

	2005 –


	2005 – 
· Chicago White Sox won the world series

· Super Bowl XL held in Detroit Michigan

· Pope John Paul II died of natural causes at the Vatican 

· Record year for the Atlantic Hurricane Season

	2006 –


	2006 -  
· 12 coal miners died in coal mine accident in West Virginia

· World population reaches 6.5 billion
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John Brown
	United States

	
	1790 -  Northern states abolish slavery

	1800 – Born
	1800 - D.C. Capitol of U.S. 

	
	1803 – Louisiana Purchase

	1808 – Mother died
	

	1809 – Father remarried
	

	
	

	1812 – Shovel incident (research)
	1812 – The War of 1812

	
	1820 - Slave Trade/Missouri Compromise

	
	1822 - Slave revolt in Charleston, S.C.

	1826 – Started tannery in PA
	

	
	1831 – Emergence of the abolitionist movement

	1836 – Borrowed $ to buy land in Ohio
	

	1837 – Bankrupt- lost all of his money for anti-slavery movement- Vowed to end slavery
	1837 – Huge depression for the country- Lynching of Elijah Lovejoy in Illinois- statehood for Michigan

	1842 – Federal bankruptcy-lost everything
	

	1843- Four of his children died
	

	1849 – North Elba farm- studied European military plans
	1850 – Fugitive Slave Act

	1851-1854  Lawsuits- formed a band of  men called the “League of Gileadites”
	

	
	1854 – Kansas / Nebraska Act

	1855 – Goes to Kansas w/sons
	

	1856 – Pottawatomie Creek attack; murders innocent people
	

	1857 – Meets the  “Secret Six”
	1857 – Dred Scott

	1858 – Attacks pro-slavery homestead in Missouri- liberates 11 slaves- works with Underground Railroad
	

	1859 – Asks Frederick Douglas to join at Harper’s Ferry-Actual attack on 10-16-1859-
John Brown hanged 
	

	
	1861 – Civil War begins
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PARAGRAPH WRITING GRAPHIC ORGANIZER

	T
TOPIC

SENTENCE
	

	WD

WRITING
FOR

DETAIL
	

	WD
WRITING

FOR

DETAIL
	

	WD
WRITING

FOR

DETAIL

	

	C
CLOSURE

SENTENCE
	


Name ___________________________________________

PARAGRAPH WRITING
· Great Topic Sentence

· 3 Examples of “Writing for Detail”

· Great Closure Sentence

→→→______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Run these off, mount them on card stock or poster board, and laminate them to use all year long for peer critiquing. You will need one card for each PAIR:




PRODUCT DESCRIPTOR 
PERFORMANCE RATING FORM RUBRIC

NAME___________________________________________________________

DATE_________________ASSIGNMENT____JOHN BROWN PARAGRAPH_____

	POINTS
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	DD
	NSH
	G
	VG
	GRT

	CRITERIA
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Had a great TOPIC sentence
	
	
	
	
	

	Stayed on the topic of John Brown
	
	
	
	
	

	Had wonderful VOICE
	
	
	
	
	

	Had a minimum of 5 sentences
	
	
	
	
	

	Had 3 “WRITING FOR DETAIL” ex.
	
	
	
	
	

	Had a great CLOSURE sentence
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL OF EACH COLUMN ((((
	
	
	
	
	



TOTAL =  _______



     40    
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JOHN BROWN’S / UNITED STATE’S  TIMELINES





1.  The thing I liked best about your writing piece was…..








2.  One suggestion I have is…..





�





1.  The thing I liked best about your writing piece was…..








2.  One suggestion I have is…..








DON’T FORGET TO USE “VOICE” !!!





DD = DIDN’T DO		NSH = NOT SO HOT


G = GOOD				VG = VERY GOOD


GRT = GREAT
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