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Lesson Title:  Fact or Fact Bender?
Created by: Lisa Wickman
Lesson Abstract: After an exploration of major US historical events, students invent fictional or factual images with captions to try and trick their friends.
Subject Area:  Social Studies
Grade Level:  Third
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
BASIC OPERATIONS AND CONCEPTS

4. know how to use basic input/output devices and other peripherals (e.g., scanners, digital cameras, video projectors)

6. manage and maintain files on a hard drive or the network

8. know how to exchange files with other students using technology (e.g., e-mail attachments, network file sharing, diskettes, fl ash drives)

11. proofread and edit writing using appropriate resources (e.g., dictionary, spell check, grammar check, grammar references, writing references) and grade level appropriate checklists both individually and in groups

SOCIAL, ETHICAL, AND HUMAN ISSUES

1. identify cultural and societal issues relating to technology

4. discuss the accuracy, relevance, appropriateness, and bias of electronic information sources

7. use age-appropriate citing of sources for electronic reports

TECHNOLOGY PRODUCTIVITY TOOLS

1. know how to use menu options in applications to print, format, add multimedia features; open, save, manage files; and use various grammar tools (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, spell-checker)

2. know how to insert various objects (e.g., photos, graphics, sound, video) into word processing documents, presentations, or web documents

3. use a variety of technology tools and applications to promote creativity

5. collaborate with classmates using a variety of technology tools to plan, organize, and create a group project

TECHNOLOGY COMMUNICATIONS TOOLS

2. use a variety of media and formats to create and edit products (e.g., presentations, newsletters, brochures, web pages) to communicate information and ideas to various audiences

TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH TOOLS

5. identify appropriate technology tools and resources by evaluating the accuracy, appropriateness, and bias of the resource
Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:

I. Historical Perspective

Content Standard 1: 

4. Place events of their lives and the lives of others in chronological order.

Content Standard 2: 

1. Identify who was involved, what happened and where it happened in stories about the past.

Content Standard 3: 

2. Differentiate between historical facts and historical interpretations.

3. Explain why accounts of the same event differ.

Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:

· Daily Time Allocation:  40 minutes
· Number of Days:  3
Instructional resources:

http://www.worldalmanacforkids.com/explore/timeline.html 

Prior required technology skills: Ability to navigate a simple website and familiarity with a paint and word processing program. Ability to copy and paste and insert pictures into a document for presentation (i.e. PowerPoint or Word).
Sequence of Activities:

Begin with a discussion of historical event timelines. What came first, the Civil War or WW1? Could the same soldier have fought in both wars? Why are these important questions? Some information (books, magazines, websites) show pictures of George Washington and Abraham Lincoln in the same picture. Why might this give kids the wrong idea about historical events? (They couldn’t have lived at the same time.) Have students pair up and read the timeline available at http://www.worldalmanacforkids.com/explore/timeline.html . 


Once they are familiar with the timeline, have a discussion about why we should trust this website. What do we know about this source? How can we find out more? The next step is to make a fun timeline with both fact and fiction. (Share the example provided.)  Both of these examples are false. By looking at the timeline, one sees that Washington and Lincoln lived about 100 years apart and by reading the detailed link about Columbus, one can find no mention of hat making. 
Next, have students pick two elements of the timeline (the teacher may want to assign sections, or have students pick sticks to randomly assign topics). They should copy a picture and paste it into a paint program, adding a caption on or below the picture. One should be a fact and one a fact bender (fiction). Be sure to encourage students to make their photo tricky. It shouldn’t be too easy to judge the validity of the claim being made.

For added technology challenge, the students may be required to copy and paste their photos and captions to a group document which would then be made available to all students at their workstations. Alternatively, students may walk from station to station; making a determination about each statement (the website should be available to check facts).  The teacher may also choose to paste the pictures and captions onto one document which would be printed for the students. 
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment: How much do students know about historical timelines? Did they respond correctly in the introductory discussion? The amount of time that students spend reading the timeline may be adjusted to account for the amount of prior knowledge in the group.
· Post-Assessment: Students should show thoughtfulness in creating their “fact or fact-bender” items and in responding to the fact/fact bender created by others.
	Scoring Criteria:

	4
	3
	2
	1

	Picture
	The picture shows thoughtful choice and has a good amount of modifications to show the point of the caption.
	The picture makes a good point but may have too many or not enough modifications.
	The picture choice is understandable but may have too many or not enough modifications.
	The picture may be off topic or have too many or too few modifications to make the point.

	Caption
	The caption goes well with the picture, is to the point, and all words are spelled correctly.
	The caption fits with the picture, but may have some minor problems.
	The caption either does not fit well or has many grammatical errors.
	The caption does not fit well with the pictures and has many grammatical errors.

	Response to others
	All answers fact checked and written response is factual and complete.
	Most answers fact checked and written response is acceptable.
	Some answers fact checked and written response is usually acceptable.
	Many answers not fact checked and written responses are not complete.


Technology (hardware/software): Internet connection, a paint program (Paint works well), and a program suitable for presenting completed projects if desired (either a presentation or word processing program).
Key Vocabulary: Timeline, history, fact, fiction, chronological order
Application Beyond School: Students can try to find examples of misleading information at home.
Extension Activities: This lesson ties well into lessons about determining the validity of a source, as well as deeper historical timeline studies.
Teacher Reflection and Notes:
Historical Fact or Fact BENDER?

When you look at a picture, read a book or watch a video, you get to choose if what you are looking at is fact or fiction. Sometimes authors write historical fiction (when fictional characters are in real historical situations), but sometimes, the facts are BENT and could never have really happened that way.
Directions: Look at the following examples. Using a source you trust to check your facts, circle “Fact” or “Fact Bender” and then write why this is or is not true.
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	1.) George Washington and Abraham Lincoln were good friends.  
Fact or Fact Bender?
Why? ___________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
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	2.) Christopher Columbus was famous for making maps AND hats! 
Fact or Fact Bender?
Why?___________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________


http://www.worldalmanacforkids.com/explore/timeline3.html 
��Were George Washington and Abraham Lincoln friends?
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