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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan
Lesson Title:  Evaluating Internet Content: 
Created by: Merry Eason, Al Lewandowski, Tonja Washington
Lesson Abstract: 
In this activity students will learn specific strategies for evaluating the quality and credibility of websites. They will also learn how to create a standard MLA citation and include it as a footnote in a word processed document.
Subject Area:  Interdisciplinary
Grade Level:  Secondary
Unit Title:
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
1.  Basic Operations and Concepts

b.  Students are proficient in the use of technology

7.  Students proofread and edit a document using an application’s spelling and grammar checking functions.

3. Technology productivity tools.

a. Students use technology tools to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote creativity.


4.  Students apply advanced software features such as an application’s built-in thesaurus and styles to improve the appearance of word processing documents, spreadsheets, and presentations. 


5.  Students use an online tutorial and discuss the benefits and disadvantages of this method of learning.

5.Technology research tools

Students use technology to locate, evaluate and collect information from a variety of sources.

Students determine if online sources are authoritative, valid, reliable, relevant, and comprehensive

Students use technology tools to process data and report results

Students evaluate and use evaluation criteria (authority, accuracy, relevancy, timeliness) for information located on the internet to present research findings.

Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection:

N/A
Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:

SOCV.1.HS1

Locate information pertaining to a specific social science topic in-depth using a variety of sources and electronic sources.

Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:
Three 50 minute class periods
Instructional resources:
Critical Evaluation of a Web Site form
http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/eval.html
OSLIS Secondary Citation Maker
http://www.oslis.org/citeintro/nof_citesession.php?Grd=Sec&sessionid=b2eed529960e052b8aba66fe8834b512
November Learning

http://www.novemberlearning.com
Prior required technology skills:

Basic wordprocessing skills
Basic internet navigation skills

Sequence of Activities:
Day 1

Model Website Evaluation process

Using the Critical Evaluation of a Website form, the instructor will lead the class through the process of evaluating one or more websites pointing out:

A: What should a critical user look for in the technical and visual aspects of the site? Is the site pleasant and inviting? Is the location of information clear and easy to navigate.

B: What elements of the content of the page should be of concern? Is the content slanted or unfair in any way?

C: Who is the authority behind the page and how can the user determine this? Is there any evident bias?

Ideally, this demonstration will look at some or all of the elements of several different pages of varying quality.

Listed below are a number of interesting and worthwhile sites appropriate for demonstration purposes.

Explore the Website Citation Generator http://www.oslis.org/citeintro/nof_citesession.php?Grd=Sec&sessionid=4aeab069858bbcce1c69d49199534d83
Using the website citation generator, the instructor will lead the class through the process of creating a website citation.

Allow individual students or cooperative pairs to create their own citation.

Day 2

Students evaluate a webpage

Working individually or in cooperative pairs, students will evaluate a prescribed website using the Critical Evaluation of a Website document.

Share evaluation results

As time permits teams will report their evaluation findings and compare with others. Teams assigned the same page may report on any one of the three major divisions: Technical and Visual; Content; Authority.

Day Three:

Writing a Summary and Footnoting the Citation

Working alone or in cooperative pairs, students will complete the following tasks: Produce a short written evaluation of the website using any available word processor. 

Create a proper webpage citation using the Website Citation Generator

Include the citation as a formal footnote in the document.

(learners can use the Help system to familiarize themselves with the steps necessary to create a footnote in whatever word processor they are using.)

Assessments:

· Complete the provided website evaluation form.

· Write a short summary of the content  (5-7 sentences)

· Produce an MLA style footnote.

Technology (hardware/software):
Access to a minimum of 1 networked computer with internet access for every two students

Key Vocabulary:
· Authoritative source

· Bibliography

· Citation

· Footnote

· MLA Style

· Objectivity/bias

· Quality content

Application Beyond School:

Ability to discern quality content and authoritative sources while locating personally relevant information.

Teacher Reflection and Notes:
Day one:

The November Learning site (http://www.novemberlearning.com) under Resources (Alan’s favorite sites (Sites to Validate the teacher will be able to locate excellent model sites for demonstrating visual aspects, content, and authority.  

This same site also offers a useful tool, (EasyWhois) for determining the author or domain ownership of any site. (Resources (Alan’s favorite sites (Validating Tools)

Day Three:

Follow these steps to create a footnote in Microsoft Word:

· Place the cursor where the superscript number will be inserted

· Open the <Insert> Menu

· Select <Reference> from the menu

· Select <footnote>

· In the resulting dialog box, accept the default values and click <Insert>

· Copy and paste your previously generated citation at the cursor location.
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