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Michigan Department of Education

Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan
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Lesson Title: 
      Discovering Michigan Cities
Created by:  Jacklyn Acheson
Lesson Abstract:

      Students will go to the website:   http://www.infomi.com/city/  and choose a Michigan city to click on to read and research 1 page of information .  They will decide which points of interest mentioned should be showcased on a PowerPoint slide as they create a city “LOGO”.  Students then pull up a PowerPoint slide template that is pre-formatted that they cut-and-paste text and copy images into to create a city “LOGO”.
They will write to their city’s Chamber of Commerce to ask them any questions they still have after their INQUIRY and attach their LOGO design to share with the city.  Students will learn about the parts of a  FRIENDLY LETTER  to use to send their letter to the Chamber of Commerce. 
Subject Area:  
     Social Studies/Language Arts
Grade Level: 
     3rd/4th Grade
Unit Title:
    Discovering Michigan Cities
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 

2. Basic Operations and Concepts

a. Students demonstrate a sound understanding of the nature and operation of technology systems.

i. Students understand that new technology tools can be developed to do what could not be done without the use of technology.

b. Students are proficient in the use of technology

        2. Students use accurate technology terminology

3. Students use a variety of technology tools (e.g. dictionary, thesaurus, grammar-checker, calculator) to maximize the accuracy of the technology-produced products.

4. Students identify a variety of information storage devices and provide a rationale for using a certain device for a specific purpose.

8. Students proofread and edit writing using appropriate resources (e.g., dictionary, spell checker, grammar check, grammar references, and writing references) and grade level appropriate checklists both individually and in groups.

     2. Social, ethical, and human issues

b. Students practice responsible use of technology systems,                     information, and software

1. Students provide accurate citations when referencing information from outside sources in electronic reports.

     3. Technology productivity tools

a. Students use technology tools to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote creativity.

1. Students apply common software features (e.g., thesaurus, formulas, charts, graphics, sounds) to enhance communication and to support creativity.

2. Students use a variety of resources, including the Internet, to increase learning and productivity.

b. Students use productivity tools to collaborate in constructing technology-enhanced models, prepare publications, and produce other creative works.

1. Students use collaborative tools to design, develop, and enhance materials, publications, or presentations.

      4. Technology communication tools

b. Students use a variety of media and formats to communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences.

1. Students create a project (e.g. presentation, web page, newsletter, information brochure) using a variety of media and formats (e.g., graphs, charts, audio, graphics, video) to present content information to an audience.

Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection:
     *NOT AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME*
Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:

Strand V. Inquiry

Students will use methods of social science investigation to

answer questions about society.

Standard V.I Information Processing

All students will acquire information from books, maps,

newspapers, data sets, and other sources, organize and

present the information in maps, graphs, charts, and time

lines, interpret the meaning and significance of information,

and use a variety of electronic technologies to assist in

accessing and managing information.

Standard V.2 Conducting Investigations

All students will conduct investigations by formulating a clear

statement of a question, gathering and organizing information

from a variety of sources, analyzing and interpreting

information, formulating and testing hypotheses, reporting

results both orally and in writing, and making use of

appropriate technology.

Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:  

 3-4   1 hour classes
Instructional resources:

· Bookmarked website for INQUIRY

· Basic instruction on how to cut and paste text and copy and paste images into a PowerPoint slide

Prior required technology skills:

· How to cut and paste text and copy and paste images into a PowerPoint slide

· How to navigate around a website

Sequence of Activities:

     1. Students will go to the website:

http://www.infomi.com/city/



…and choose a Michigan city to click on to read and research 1 page of information (click on to pull up document which is hyperlinked below).  
3. They will decide which points of interest mentioned should be showcased on a PowerPoint slide as they create a city “LOGO”.  
4. Students then pull up a PowerPoint slide template that is pre-formatted that they cut-and-paste text and copy images into to create a city “LOGO” (See attached).
5. Students will write to the city’s Chamber of Commerce to ask them any questions they still have after their INQUIRY and attach their LOGO design to share with the city.  The website:

       www.wowworks.com/wowcity/mi.htm
              …has a user-friendly link to all of Michigan’s cities’ Chamber of Commerce.

5.  Students will learn about the parts of a FRIENDLY LETTER  (click on to pull up document which is hyperlinked below) to use to send their letter to the Chamber of Commerce 
Assessments:
· Post-Assessment: PowerPoint Slide
· Scoring Criteria: 
·  PowerPoint Rubric (click on to pull up hyperlinked document below)
· Friendly Letter Rubric (click on to pull up hyperlinked document below)

Technology (hardware/software):

· Internet-connected computer for each student
· PowerPoint software

Key Vocabulary:

· Chamber of Commerce
· Logo

Application Beyond School:

· Since a large percentage of students have home computers, they can conduct other research products pertaining to other subjects 

· Team-building skills are carried into other areas of the student’s life

Teacher Reflection and Notes:

· When working in the internet with 3rd and 4th grade students, I advise that you never send the students out onto the entire internet.  It is too overpowering for them and most of the sites are for adult comprehension.  Take the time to find and bookmark 1-2 sites that are appropriate for your grade level.  It is time well spent.
· Go over and discuss and practice cooperative learning rules if you don’t already have those in place within your classroom
· Assign roles within the cooperative groups to make each member accountable for the learning:

· Task Master

· Times Keeper

· Recorder

· Researcher/s

*Rotate roles each class

· Present the assessment pieces at the beginning of the lesson so students are aware of what they need to do each day to be successful.

· Continually float around from group to group acting as a “coach on the sidelines.”  Make sure each group reflects on the progress of the daily learning and makes a plan for success for the next class.
(
FRIENDLY LETTER FORMAT
_____________

Date
_______________________________

Your Street Address

_______________________________

Your City, State, and Zip Code

____________________________,  ( Greeting)


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

(body)
__________________________,
(Closing)

_____________________________
(Signature)
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Coopersville, Michigan

49404

	




	Coopersville is located in northeastern Ottawa County.
It functions primarily as a commuter city to both the larger Muskegon and Grand Rapids Metropolitan areas. It also has a diverse local economic base on the grow with many small businesses and manufacturing facilities. Coopersville is distinctly known for being the home of the Coopersville & Marne Railway, a small tourist passenger line that has played a significant role in preserving some vintage pieces of America’s Railroad history, including several unique engines, freight and passenger cars.

Coopersville was named for Benjamin F. Cooper, from Utica, New York, who settled here in 1845. He purchased 640 acres of land and built a sawmill. Originally named Polkton after then President James K. Polk, it was renamed Coopersville in 1859 after Cooper offered all the land to the town if it was named after him. It eventually was incorporated into a village in 1871.

For more information, contact: http://www.coopersville.com. 



Power Point Group Project Rubric
Name: _____________________________________________________
Date:     _______________


	
	Exceptional
10 pts.
	Admirable
8 pts.
	Acceptable
6 pts.
	Amateur
4 pts.

	Organization
	Well organized, easy to follow, flowed smoothly from one idea to another, organization enhanced the effectiveness of the project
	Presented in a thoughtful manner, there were signs of organization, most transitions were easy to follow with very little that was unclear
	Somewhat organized, ideas were not presented in a reasonable order and their purpose was not always smooth and easy to understand 
	Choppy and confusing, difficult to follow, transitions were awkward

	Content Accuracy
	Completely accurate, all facts were precise and detailed
	Mostly accurate; a few errors in information
	Somewhat accurate; more than a few errors in information
	Completely inaccurate; the facts were misleading and off the subject

	Research
	Went above and beyond in researched information…WOW!, used plenty of text as well as images, 
	Did a very good job of researching, used text as well as images, 
	Research was adequate, had limited text and support
	Researched text and images were inadequate, had little or no facts on the topic

	Creativity
	Was extremely clever and presented with originality, a unique approach that truly enhanced the project
	Was clever at times, thoughtfully and uniquely presented
	Added a few original touches to enhance the project but were not carried throughout
	Little creative energy used during this project, was bland and predictable

	Presentation Mechanics
	Was VERY engaging and captured the interest of the audience and maintained this throughout the entire presentation, visual aids were interesting and clear
	Was well done and interesting to the audience, was presented in a unique manner and was well organized
	Was at times interesting, was clever and organized in a logical manner, limited variety of visual aids
	Was not organized effectively, was not easy to follow and did not keep the audience interested, limited use of visual aids


TEACHER COMMENTS:
PRODUCT DESCRIPTOR
PERFORMANCE RATING FORM RUBRIC

NAME__________________________________________________

DATE_________________ASSIGNMENT__CHAMBER OF COMMERCE__

	POINTS
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	DD
	NSH
	G
	VG
	GRT

	CRITERIA
	
	
	
	
	

	Has the “date” line filled out
	
	
	
	
	

	Has the “address” line filled out
	
	
	
	
	

	Has a “greeting”
	
	
	
	
	

	Has an “introduction” sentence
	
	
	
	
	

	Has 2-3 supporting sentences
	
	
	
	
	

	Has a “closure” sentence
	
	
	
	
	

	Has the “closing” line filled out
	
	
	
	
	

	Signed the “signature” line
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL OF EACH COLUMN ((((
	
	
	
	
	


TOTAL =  _______



     32    

This is the actual page from the “info” website


� HYPERLINK "http://www.infomi.com/city/" ��http://www.infomi.com/city/�





	(After  a student selects one of the “info” pages for a city in Michigan (like this one), and reads about the historical facts, city stats, and attractions,  he/she decides which major points should be used in a city logo design to be created on a PowerPoint slide (see example below).





Students would see a page similar to this to read and to plan a PWPT slide:





FRIENDLY LETTER
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