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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan
Unit Title:  Core Democratic Values for Kindergarten
Created by:  Jeanne Carter

Subject Area(s):  Social Studies
Grade Level: Kindergarten
Unit General Goals: Students will be introduced to the CDV

Unit Abstract:  Students will hear stories and discuss the basic concepts we call Core Democratic Values:  Common Good, Justice, Liberty, Popular Sovereignty, Life, Equality, Diversity, Truth, Patriotism, Pursuit of Happiness, Rule of Law.

Lesson Title:  Learning To Get Along – adapted from "Antsy" for Others
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Hey, Little Ant




LESSON 1:  Ants Have Feelings, Too!  http://www.learningtogive.org/lessons/unit191/lesson1.html

Adapted by: Jeanne Carter
Lesson Abstract:   
Subject Area:   Social Studies
Grade Level:  Kindergarten
Unit Title:  Core Democratic Values for Kindergarten
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 

Technology Productivity Tools

1.  know how to use a variety of productivity software (e.g., word processors, drawing tools, presentation software) to convey ideas and illustrate concepts.  
Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:


Soc.III.2.EE.1  Civic Perspective:  All students will explain the meaning and origin of the ideas, including the core democratic values expressed in the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and other foundational documents of the United States. (Ideals of American Democracy)
Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:


Estimated total time:  60-90 minutes

Daily estimate:  30-40 minutes


Number of days:  2
Instructional resources:   Hey, Little Ant by Phillip M. Hoose, Hannah Hoose, Debbie Tilley (Illustrator) – teacher should have a copy of the book or at the very least a printed copy of the words (http://www.folkmusic.com/archive/z_ant.htm)
Prior required technology skills:  Basic knowledge of a paint-type program – students should be given a time prior to this lesson to “play” with the paint-type program that will be utilized here.   
Sequence of Activities:

Day One
· Read the book Hey, Little Ant to the students. Stop, check for understanding, and let students make predictions as you read. After the story, ask the students to respond to the question at the end of the book. Brainstorm ideas from the book that teach us how to treat ants (and each other). 

· Talk about how ants see things differently. (What would a shoe look like?) 

Day Two
· Reread or retell or sing the story while dramatizing the major actions.   Perhaps allow students to dramatize the major actions while the book is being read.
· Tell the students that the ant is asking them to understand his point of view and to be more considerate, or more respectful of him. Tell them it is important to understand how others feel and to not hurt other’s feelings. Ask them to think of ways they can be more respectful of each other at school and in their families (take turns, ask before doing, express feelings, listen to friends, etc.).
· Students will be given access to a computer and will draw a picture using a paint program to depict something in the story (the ant and a large shoe, the ant and the boy, the ant in the crack of a sidewalk).   Student should dictate to teacher/teacher assistant/volunteer a brief description of the picture and brief statement about how they feel they can be more respectful of others (these statements should be the student’s words and will be used to assess student understanding).  Print and display.
Assessments:  
· Pre-Assessment:  Prior to reading the book discuss the topics touched on by the book – Justice, Freedom, Common good
· Post-Assessment:  Teacher will assess students’ understanding as pictures and dictated statements are printed.
Technology (hardware/software):  Computer, paint software that will allow some text (if adding text isn’t a possibility teacher/teacher assistant/volunteer should hand write student dictated statements)
Key Vocabulary:  Justice, Freedom, Common Good
Application Beyond School:  Students will be able to discuss with parents and friends what Justice, Freedom and Common Good relate to everyone.
Teacher Reflection and Notes:
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Lesson Title:  For the Community Good; adapted from http://www.learningtogive.org/lessons/unit193/lesson3.html
Adapted by: Jeanne Carter
Lesson Abstract:   In this lesson the classroom teacher will need to find another classroom in the building to “buddy” with for Days 2 & 3.  The buddy classroom should be a class in the Upper Elementary.   

The Upper Elementary classroom will need to have a discussion prior to meeting with the 1st grade classroom, ideally reading the same book.   Guidelines should be given to the upper el class/teacher.   The students in the class will discuss with their 1st grade buddies what it means to share, to believe in yourself.   The two classes will meet in the computer lab on Day 3 to create a short presentation to share with both classes highlighting parts of the book they found important, the things that they are both good at, etc.

Note:  To further extend this lesson the two classes could continue working together throughout the school year.

Subject Area:   Social Studies

Grade Level:  Kindergarten (buddying up with an upper elementary class at the end)
Unit Title:  Core Democratic Values for Kindergarten
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 


Technology Productivity Tools
1. know how to use a variety of productivity software (e.g., word processors, drawing tools, presentation software) to convey ideas and illustrate concepts 
2. be aware of how to work with others when using technology tools (e.g., word processors, drawing tools, presentation software) to convey ideas or illustrate simple concepts relating to a specified project.

Technology Communication Tools


3.  know how to select media formats (e.g., text, graphics, photos, video), with assistance from teachers, parents, or student partners, to communicate and share ideas with classmates, families, and others

Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:


Soc.III.4.EE.3  All students will explain how American government institutions, at the local, state, and federal levels, provide for the limitation and sharing of power and how the nation’s political system provides for the exercise of power.  3. Describe ways that individuals influence each other.  
Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:  


Estimated total time:  90-120 minutes


Daily estimate:  30-40 minutes


Number of days:  3-4

Instructional resources:   Buzzy the Bumblebee by Denise Brennan-Nelson
Prior required technology skills:  Teacher and students should have access to and experience with a drawing program.
Sequence of Activities:

· Day 1  

· The teacher will discuss with students the ideas of community, community good, communication, listening.   

· The teacher will read the book to the class (Buzzy, the Bumblebee) taking time to discuss what is happening in the book.

· Day 2

· Class will meet with “buddy” class… sharing with the classroom the ideas of community, sharing and believing in yourself.   Students should be paired up with someone in the buddy class and allowed some “get to know each other” time.

· Day 3 - 4
· The two classrooms will meet in the computer lab to prepare a brief presentation (using presentation software such as MS PowerPoint) highlighting favorite parts of the book as well as showing the things that the students are good at.    [If there is no computer lab available a time schedule will need to be set up for class computers to give the buddies time to prepare their presentation].   Teachers may want to prepare a basic template for the students to use if the older students aren’t familiar with creating new presentations. If presentation software isn’t available the students could prepare a document using word processing software highlighting the same information that would have gone into a multimedia presentation, presenting the completed document orally to both classes.   If the classes decide to keep the buddy connection as an ongoing project throughout the year the actual presentations could be given as the school year goes on rather than trying to fit them all into a day or two.
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment:  Teacher will initiate a conversation with the class about believing in yourself and ways that individuals influence each other.
· Post-Assessment:  Teachers will informally assess student understanding while observing the buddies working together.   Final presentation/short report will be scored (older students) based on required information.
· Scoring Criteria:  Students will prepare a presentation/short report with the following information.. older students might be scored based on this information:
· Student Names (both buddies)

· What does it mean to each student to “believe in yourself”

· What things do the buddies share (do they both enjoy sports, reading, math, etc)

· Students should show at least one way that they have been influenced in either a positive or negative way by another individual
Technology (hardware/software):  presentation or word processing software
Key Vocabulary:  core democratic values, influence, 
Application Beyond School:  Students will be able to discuss with family and friends why believing in yourself is important and how individuals can influence others
Teacher Reflection and Notes:
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Lesson Title:  We Can Solve Problems!
Created by: Jeanne Carter
Lesson Abstract:   
Subject Area:   Social Studies

Grade Level:  Kindergarten

Unit Title:  Core Democratic Values for Kindergarten
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
Technology Productivity Tools

3. know how to use a variety of productivity software (e.g., word processors, drawing tools, presentation software) to convey ideas and illustrate concepts 
4. be aware of how to work with others when using technology tools (e.g., word processors, drawing tools, presentation software) to convey ideas or illustrate simple concepts relating to a specified project.

Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:


Soc.III.2.EE.1  All students will explain the meaning and origin of the ideas, including the core democratic values expressed in the Declaration of independence, the Constitution, and other foundational documents of the United States.

1.  Identify aspects of life at school and in the local community that illustrate justice and freedom

Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:

Instructional resources:   The book, The Rainbow Fish, by Marcus Pfister
Prior required technology skills:  Teacher and students should be able to use a paint program and be able to print
Sequence of Activities:

· Day 1

· Teacher will lead a discussion about being fair to others and being a good friend before reading the book to the entire class.   Take time to ask questions of the students as the book is read and assess their understanding by leading a short discussion after reading the book.

· Day 2

· Students will be given time on the computer to create their own “rainbow fish” using a paint program.    Teachers will save and/or print each fish.  
Note:  Teachers could create a large fish bowl bulletin board placing each printed fish in the fish bowl.   
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment:  Teacher will lead a discussion prior to reading the book to assess students’ thoughts about friendship and being fair to others.
· Post-Assessment:  Teacher will assess the students’ awareness and acceptance of the feelings of others during the school day as well as through informally observing and talking with students as they create their fish.
Technology (hardware/software):  Computer with paint software, color printer
Key Vocabulary:  core democratic values, cooperation, feelings
Application Beyond School:  Students will be able to go out into the community demonstrating an acceptance of the feelings of others in the community.   
Teacher Reflection and Notes:
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Lesson Title:  Patriotism in Kindergarten

Created by: Jeanne Carter
Lesson Abstract:   In this final lesson of the unit students will learn about the American Flag as a symbol of freedom and patriotism.   Teachers will discuss how Patriotism means using the core democratic values at home and school.
Subject Area:   Social Studies

Grade Level:  Kindergarten

Unit Title:  Core Democratic Values for Kindergarten
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:

Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:

Instructional resources:   A flag, computer, color printer, access to www.coloring.com, The American Flag by Patricia Ryon Quiri
Prior required technology skills:  Teachers may want to allow the students access to coloring.com prior to the flag activity so that they have practice choosing correct colors and using the mouse to color a portion of the picture.   
Note:   Teachers may need to register at coloring.com to have access to the flag picture for students. 

Sequence of Activities:

· Day 1

Ask the students to think about places they see the American flag and allow them to respond. Give the students some examples of where the flag is displayed such as at schools, outside of people's homes, at places of business, on automobiles, and even on clothing. Explain to the students that when people hang an American flag it is a way of saying that they are proud to be an American citizen and live in the United States. 

Read the book and discuss with students that the American flag is a symbol that represents the United States. Show the students the flag and have them look for the different shapes. Ask the students what shapes they see and have them point out the rectangles and stars on the flag. Tell the students that there are fifty stars on the flag and they represent each of the fifty states in the United States. Then, have the students state what colors are used on the flag. 
Note: Teacher could expand the lesson by explaining that the red stripes represent bravery of the soldiers who fought for our freedoms, the white represents purity and innocence, and the blue represents justice and perseverance. Discuss what these terms actually mean and if necessary give the students examples of situations in which a person would exhibit these types of characteristics.
· Day 2

Students will go to the computer lab to color a flag found on the website coloring.com.   

Students will be instructed to color the flag with the appropriate colors (teachers may want to be sure there are several small flags hanging in the computer area so that students can match the colors)

When students have colored the entire flag the teacher/teacher assistant will click on the print link on the left frame to print a copy of the student’s flag being sure to label the flag as soon as it comes out of the printer.  
Flags should be displayed in the room or hallway to show the class patriotism!
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment:  Teacher will lead a discussion about the flag, the symbolism, and patriotism.  
· Post-Assessment:  Teacher will assess the flags the students colored and printed to be sure the correct colors were used.  Teachers will observe children in daily activities, noting examples of the core democratic values they are using.
Technology (hardware/software):  computer, color printer, access to coloring website
Key Vocabulary:  flag, patriotism, core democratic values
Application Beyond School:  students will be able to discuss the meaning of the flag and patriotism with family and friends and point out the places that have flags flying in the community.
Teacher Reflection and Notes:
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