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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan
Lesson Title: 
Changing the Constitution:  Do Amendments Strengthen or Weaken Fundamental Principles?
Created by:  Carol Cox, Blaine Betts
Lesson Abstract: Using core democratic values and current issues, the learner(s) will identify a key problem in U.S. society and compose a Constitutional amendment as the proposed solution.  The learner(s) will produce a four panel pamphlet (using desktop publishing software) which presents arguments for the adoption of the constitutional change.
Subject Area:  Government/History
Grade Level:   9-12
Unit Title:  Civic Perspective: To Amend or Not to Amend?
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
BASIC OPERATIONS AND CONCEPTS 

9. Routinely apply touch-typing techniques with advanced accuracy, speed, and efficiency.


13. Proofread and edit a document using an application’s spelling and grammar checking functions.
SOCIAL, ETHICAL, AND HUMAN ISSUES


8.  Adhere to fair use and copyright guidelines.
TECHNOLOGY PRODUCTIVITY TOOLS


4.  Apply advanced software features such as an application’s built-in thesaurus, templates, and styles to improve the appearance of word processing documents, spreadsheets, and presentations.
TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH TOOLS

1.  Students compare, evaluate, and select appropriate internet search engines to locate information.
2.  Students formulate and use evaluation criteria for information located on the internet to present research findings.
2.  Students determine if online sources are authoritative, valid, reliable, relevant, and comprehensive.

3.  Students distinguish between fact, opinion, point of view, and inference.

4.  Students evaluate resources for stereotyping, prejudice, and misrepresentation.
6.  Students develop a plan to gather information using various research strategies.
TECHNOLOGY COMMUNICATIONS TOOLS

1.  Students use available technologies to communicate with others on a class assignment or project.
Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection:  N.A.
Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:

III. Civic Perspective

HS Content Standard 1 Purposes of Government

1. Explain the advantages and disadvantages of a federal system of government.

2. Evaluate how effectively the federal government is serving the purposes for which it was created.

3. Evaluate the relative merits of the American presidential system and parliamentary systems.
HS Content Standard 2 Ideals of American Democracy

1. Identify benefits and challenges of diversity in American life.

2. Use the ideas in the Declaration of Independence to evaluate the conduct of citizens, political behavior, and the practices of government.
HS Content Standard 3 Democracy in Action
1. Using actual cases, evaluate the effectiveness of civil and criminal courts in the United States.

2. Explain why people may agree on democratic values in the abstract but disagree when they are applied to specific

situations.

3. Evaluate possible amendments to the Constitution.

HS Content Standard 4 American Government and Politics

2. Analyze causes of tension between the branches of government.

HS Content Standard 5 American Government and World Affairs

1. Describe the influence of the American concept of democracy and individual rights in the world.

2. Evaluate foreign policy positions in light of national interests and American values.
Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:
8 days
Instructional resources:
Websites:

Search Engines:

www.tenbyten.org
www.answers.com
www.redzee.com
Web Resources:

Library of Congress Primary of Documents in American History


http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/help/constRedir.html

Historic Supreme Court Decisions


http://supct.law.cornell.edu/supct/cases/topic.htm
Prior required technology skills:

Web searching

Word processing

Desktop publishing
Sequence of Activities:

Day 1

1.  With a partner, identify the problem:  Decide on an issue relative to requiring possible constitutional change, e.g.:
· definition of marriage

· “In God We Trust” as national motto

· English as the official national language

· flag desecration

· removing “Under God” from Pledge of Allegiance

· restricting immigration

· banning capital punishment

Days 2-3

2.  Research topic


a. explore historical context


b. current policies—national and international

Days 4-5

3.  Propose solutions

a. write specific language for possible Constitutional Amendment

b. take a position regarding the solution strengthening or weakening the Constitution

Day 6
4.  Reflect upon your work, completing the Opinion Form
Days 7-8

5.  Produce a four-panel pamphlet identifying the problem, summarizing your research, and stating your position.
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment:
· Students will define the word “amendment” and take part in associated discussion.  Evaluation by teacher observation checking for understanding.
· Post-Assessment:

· Instructor evaluation of pamphlet according to the project rubric
Technology (hardware/software): 
1 computer for every two students

Internet access

Word Processing and/or DTP software
Key Vocabulary: government, history, current events, constitution, amendment
Application Beyond School:  voter education
Teacher Reflection and Notes:
Alternative projects could be allowed in place of the pamphlet requirement, such as a PowerPoint presentation or website.

If time allows, a spreadsheet component could be added that would require a graph showing pertinent data collected with the research.
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