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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan
Lesson Title:  Characters Alive: A Multimedia Character Memoir 
Created by:    Jan Kesel






Lesson Abstract:  Whether reading a novel or a play, students must become familiar with a wide variety of characters and understand their roles and motivations in the work. To help the students’ do this, either in groups, pairs, or individually, students select or are assigned a character in the novel or play and create a multimedia memoir. As the word memoir implies, this presentation should be first person from the character’s perspective.  The students’ presentations will demonstrate 

· knowledge and understanding of the character

· knowledge and understanding of the novel/play 

· creative interpretation 

· use of the Internet/or other technology to express their creative interpretation

· use of a multimedia presentation program

· presentation skills

These multimedia presentations can be used as a culmination to reading the novel or as a means for reviewing the work and can take a variety of forms including slide shows, videotapes, online web sites, etc. This will require the students to combine visual and creative narrative to share the character’s view of his/her life.
Subject Area:  Language Arts
Grade Level:  9-12
Unit Title:
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
Technology Productivity Tools
8.  Use a variety of applications to plan, create, and edit a multimedia product (e.g., model, webcast, presentation, publication, or other creative work)
Technology Communications Tools
2. Use available technologies (e.g., desktop conferencing, e-mail, groupware, instant messaging to communicate with others on a class assignment or project.

4. Collaborate in content-related projects that integrate a variety of media (e.g., print, publishing, database, graphics design, or spreadsheet applications

Technology Research Tools
1. Compare, evaluate, and select appropriate internet search engines to locate information

2. Formulate and use evaluation criteria (authority, accuracy, relevancy, timeliness) for information located on the internet to present research findings

3. Determine if online sources are authoritative, valid, reliable, relevant, and comprehensive

4. Distinguish between fact, opinion, point of view, and inference

6. Develop a plan to gather information using various research strategies (e.g., interviews, questionnaires, experiments, online surveys)
Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection:


NA
Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:

STRAND 1: WRITING, SPEAKING, AND VISUAL EXPRESSION 

Standard 1.1 Understand and practice writing as a recursive process.
Standard 1.2 Use writing speaking, and visual expression for personal understanding and growth. 

Standard 1.3 Communicate in speech, writing, and multimedia using content, form, voice, and style appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g., to reflect, persuade, inform, analyze, entertain, inspire).

Standard 1.5 Produce a variety of written, spoken, multi genre ,and multimedia works, making conscious choices about language, form, style, and/or visual representation for each work (e.g., poetry, ﬁction and creative nonﬁction stories, academic and literary essays, proposals, memos, manifestos, business letters, advertisements, prepared speeches, group and dramatic performances, poetry slams, and digital stories).
STRAND 2: Reading, Listening, and Viewing

Standard 2.1 Develop critical reading, listening, and viewing strategies.
Standard 2.2 Use a variety of reading, listening, and viewing strategies to construct meaning beyond the literal level.

STRAND 3: Literature and Culture

Standard 3.1 Develop the skills of close and contextual literary reading.

Standard 3.2 Read and respond to classic and contemporary fiction, literary nonfiction, and expository text, from a variety of literary genre representing many time periods and authors.

Standard 3.4 Examine mass media, film, series fiction, and other texts from popular culture.
Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:
5 Days plus presentation:
· Five days research, organization, and creation of multimedia presentation
· 10 minutes for each presentation as a culmination to reading the novel or as a means for reviewing the work
Instructional resources:
http://www.oslis.org/citeintro/nof_citesession.php?Grd=Sec&sessionid=126d26fcb1368bc6cf70ee31b1efbb6e  OSLIS Secondary Citation Maker for assisting with the Work Cited Page
http://gethelp.library.upenn.edu/workshops/biomed/ppt/dodont.html Do’s and Don’t’s of Powerpoint presentations – Great explanations and examples of this software

http://www.actden.com/pp/ Another site with explanation of PowerPoint Presentations

http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/FX010857971033.aspx  Microsoft’s home page for PowerPoint Presentations

Presentation of the use of camcorders or digital cameras, and other media hardware
Prior required technology skills:

Use of the Internet
Use of digital cameras
Familiarity with multimedia presentation programs
Sequence of Activities:
1. At the introduction, ask the pre-assessment questions, conduct a discussion on the characters that will be in the novel or play to be studied, effective Internet research techniques, multimedia development techniques, and presentation skills. 
2. Examples of a few works where this assignment could be used 
To Kill a Mockingbird – Scout, Jem, Atticus, Tom, etc.
Romeo and Juliet – Romeo, Juliet, Lord & Lady Capulet, Lord & Lady Montague, Tybalt, Prince Escalus, Mercutio, Benevolio, The Nurse, etc.
Of Mice and Men – Lennie, George, Curley, Curley’s Wife, Candy, Crooks, Carlson, etc.  
The Old Man and the Sea – Santiago, Manolin, The Marlin
The Crucible –John and Elizabeth Proctor, Abigail Williams, Rev. John Hale, Rebecca & Francis Nurse, the Putnams, etc.
Night – Eliezer, Chlomo, Moshe the Beadle, etc.
Huck Finn – Huck, Tom, Widow Douglas, Pap, The Duke, Aunt Polly, etc.
The Catcher in the Rye – Holden, Ackley, Phoebe, Allie, Mr. Antolini, etc.

3. Present the assignment to the students stressing the importance of thoroughly analyzing and then becoming the character assigned. Also the importance of research, technology, and presentation skills.
Requirements for this presentation:
Students must create a multimedia presentation about their character that includes the following:

As the word memoir implies, this presentation should be first person from the character’s perspective.
· Title page/Opening with character’s name, title and author of work – Should include a picture
· A description of who the character is physically, emotionally and mentally – should include visual representation as well as narrative
· A description of the character’s life during the novel or play– should include visual representation as well as narrative
· An analysis of the character’s role/life/actions/etc. – should include visual representation as well as narrative
· A depiction of the setting of the novel/play – should include visual representation as well as narrative

· Pictures, videos, letters from or to the character, interviews, etc.
· Audio
· Work Cited 
· Use proper presentation skills

4. From the list of characters from the novel or play, let the students select or the teacher can assign the characters. This is an appropriate time to give “snippets” about the characters to increase student interest.
5. Have students work in the computer lab so they can plan, research, and create their presentations. They can collect graphics to place in the slide show or plan out their video taping or plan their web site. They should also practice their presentations.
6. If necessary, an introduction, review, or demonstration of the multimedia presentation software should be done.

7. A hard copy of the presentation can be submitted at the end of the research time period to evaluate the students’ use of time.

8. Each group should take 10 minutes to present.
9. Student groups should assess the audience’s understanding of the interpretation of the character and his/her role in the book/novel. This could be a simple oral/written quiz or discussion.
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment:

The teacher should ask the students the following:

1. List any five characters from previous readings with whom you are familiar.

2. For one of the characters, list 5 important facts about his/her life and role in the novel or play.
3. If you were to “become” that character, what would you want people to understand about you?
4. What method of “teaching” is most effective for you?

5. What types of technology could you use to teach others about this character?

· Scoring Criteria:

The answers should be used as a discussion about characters in the play or novel which will be studied, how technology can enhance learning, and should be the lead in to this assignment.

· Post-Assessment:

· Scoring Criteria:

	Multimedia Project : Characters Alive!


Teacher Name: 

Student Name:     ________________________________________ 


	


	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Presentation 
	Well-rehearsed with smooth delivery that holds audience attention. 
	Rehearsed with fairly smooth delivery that holds audience attention most of the time. 
	Delivery not smooth, but able to maintain interest of the audience most of the time. 
	Delivery not smooth and audience attention often lost. 

	Attractiveness 
	Makes excellent use of font, color, graphics, effects, etc. to enhance the presentation. 
	Makes good use of font, color, graphics, effects, etc. to enhance to presentation. 
	Makes use of font, color, graphics, effects, etc. but occasionally these detract from the presentation content. 
	Use of font, color, graphics, effects etc. but these often distract from the presentation content. 

	Requirements 
	All requirements are met and exceeded. 
	All requirements are met. 
	One requirement was not completely met. 
	More than one requirement was not completely met. 

	Content 
	Covers topic in-depth with details and examples. Subject knowledge is excellent. 
	Includes essential knowledge about the topic. Subject knowledge appears to be good. 
	Includes essential information about the topic but there are 1-2 factual errors. 
	Content is minimal OR there are several factual errors. 

	Organization 
	Content is well organized using headings or bulleted lists to group related material. 
	Uses headings or bulleted lists to organize, but the overall organization of topics appears flawed. 
	Content is logically organized for the most part. 
	There was no clear or logical organizational structure, just lots of facts. 

	Oral Presentation 
	Interesting, well-rehearsed with smooth delivery that holds audience attention. 
	Relatively interesting, rehearsed with a fairly smooth delivery that usually holds audience attention. 
	Delivery not smooth, but able to hold audience attention most of the time. 
	Delivery not smooth and audience attention lost. 

	Originality 
	Product shows a large amount of original thought. Ideas are creative and inventive. 
	Product shows some original thought. Work shows new ideas and insights. 
	Uses other people's ideas (giving them credit), but there is little evidence of original thinking. 
	Uses other people's ideas, but does not give them credit. 


Another Rubric for use:
	Characters Alive!  - Teacher Evaluation or Presentation

	Grade:________
	

	
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	Not Evident
	Needs Improvement
	Adequate
	Strong
	Outstanding

	Knowledge of material
	
	
	
	
	

	Presentation skills
	
	
	
	
	

	Use of multimedia
	
	
	
	
	

	Content
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Strengths of 
Presentations
	

	Weaknesses of Presentation
	

	Comments:


Technology (hardware/software):
· Internet

· Search Engines

· Multimedia presentation software
· Digital/video cameras
Key Vocabulary:
· Multimedia presentation

· Character memoirs
Application Beyond School:

This research and presentation process can be applied to any research topic for school or personal use.
Teacher Reflection and Notes:
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