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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan
Lesson Title:  Ancient Egyptian Reporter
Created by:   Ronalyn Arseneau
Lesson Abstract:   Ancient Egypt is a time period of great interest to middle school students.  From pyramids to mummies to hieroglyphs, students have a great deal of curiosity about this ancient civilization.  This project allows students to work in small groups to produce historical newspaper pages for publication in Ancient Egypt.  Together, the class will create a complete newspaper about Ancient Egypt.  Students will use Internet and print resources to gather information, will evaluate the validity of that information, will gain information about the history of Ancient Egypt, and will utilize a publishing or word processing tool to create the final product. 
Subject Area:  Social Studies
Grade Level:  6-8
Unit Title:  Ancient Egypt
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
Grades 6-8. 

Basic Operations and Concepts

3.  Students use a variety of technology tools (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, grammar-checker, calculator) to maximize the accuracy of technology-produced products. 


13.  Students proofread and edit writing using appropriate resources (e.g., dictionary, spell check, grammar check, grammar references, writing references) and grade level appropriate checklists both individually and in groups.
Social, Ethical, and Human Issues


3.  Students discuss issues related to acceptable and responsible use of 

technology (e.g., privacy, security, copyright, plagiarism, spam, viruses, file-sharing)


6.  Students provide accurate citations when referencing information from outside sources in electronic reports.
Technology Productivity Tools


1.  Students apply common software features (e.g., thesaurus, formulas, charts, graphics, sounds) to enhance communication and to support creativity.


2.  Students use a variety of resources, including the internet, to increase learning and productivity.


3.  Students explore basic applications that promote creativity (e.g., graphics, presentation, photo-editing, programming, video-editing).


4.  Students use available utilities for editing pictures, images, or charts.

5.  Students use collaborative tools to design, develop, and enhance materials, publications, or presentations.

Technology Research Tools


2.  Students evaluate information from various online resources for accuracy, bias, appropriateness, and comprehensiveness.


3.  Students can identify types of internet sites based on their domain names (e.g., edu, com, org, gov, au).
Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection:

Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:

Social Studies, Middle School
SOC.II.1.MS.1 – Locate and describe the diverse places, cultures, and communities of major world regions.

SOC.II.1.MS.2 – Describe and compare characteristics of major world cultures including language, religion, belief systems, gender roles, and traditions.
SOC.II.3.MS.1 – Locate and describe major economic activities and occupations of major world regions and explain the reasons for their locations.

SOC.V.1.MS.1 – Locate and interpret information about the natural environments and cultures of countries using a variety of primary and secondary sources and electronic technologies, including computers and telecommunications where appropriate.
Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:  
Estimated total time: 250 minutes

Daily estimate: 50 minutes

Number of days: 5
Instructional resources:
Publication software or word processing software, Internet access, print topic information.
Possible websites for exploration:

http://ancienthistory.mrdonn.org/Egyptlife.html
http://worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/eg.htm
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/pyramids/
Optional resource:  Microsoft’s tutorial about how to create a Publisher publication: http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/assistance/HP030763891033.aspx 

Prior required technology skills:

Students should have experience using publishing or word processing software and should be able to practice safe Internet search practices. 
Sequence of Activities:
1.  This is a great opportunity to include a one-day lesson on evaluating Internet content, as well as a discussion of issues relating to copyright and plagiarism.  Suggested teacher resources are Evaluating Internet Content and Website Credibility.
2.  Students will use electronic resources, as well as any print resources, to research topics about Ancient Egypt which are assigned to or chosen by groups at the beginning of the project.  Students must also evaluate and analyze the information and the sources of information for credibility.  Possible topics include:  pyramids, mummies, hieroglyphics, the Nile River, King Tut, daily life, school, pharaohs, trade, etc.
3.  Students will also find and manipulate graphics for use in their newspaper page.

4.  Once research has been completed, students will write articles, cite sources, peer edit, and have articles approved for publication.

5.  Each group will create its newspaper page in a publishing software program (such as Microsoft Publisher) or in a word processing program.  
6.  All newspaper pages will then be organized into a complete classroom Ancient Egyptian newspaper.
7.  Use a rubric to assess each group’s newspaper page.  Copies of the classroom newspaper may be provided to each student, or groups may present their information to the class on a data projector.
Assessments:

· Rubric to assess group newspaper page
· Scoring criteria:  A sample rubric is located at http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php?screen=ShowRubric&rubric_id=1232970&
Technology (hardware/software):
Publishing and/or word processing software, Internet access, data projector
Key Vocabulary:  Ancient Egypt, newspaper
Application Beyond School:  Students will become aware of possible careers in publishing.
Teacher Reflection and Notes:  This project may be easily modified to reflect other historical periods or other subject areas.
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